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OR  GAY  LIBERATION 


OUT  IN 

THE  BASQUE 

COUNTRY 

The  gay  movement  in 
Euskadi  is  open,  growing  — 
and  still  illegal.  Tim  McCaskell 
reports  from  Spain 








STALKING 
THE  GAY 
IMAGE 

Suggestive  billboards, 
coy  mannequins  and  ...that 
certain  look.  A  photoessay 
by  Philip  Hannan 


HOLLYWOOD, 
SCI-FI  &  MORE 

•  Lessing,  LeGuin,  Del  any 
—  and  dirt  —  in  Our  Image 

•  Exorcising  the  ghost  of 
hetero-past,  on  The  Back  Page 

•  The  Lavender  Left  gathers 


This  is  a  funeral? 

The  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coalition  is  buried 

in  Calgary  —  and  (almost)  no  one  mourns.  Gerald  Hannon  reports 

on  the  Eighth  National 

Conference 
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This  deal 
can't  last 
forever. 


The  deal?  Two  years  —  twenty  issues  — 
of  The  Body  Politic  delivered  to  your  door 
for  as  little  as  $13.00  —  a  saving  of  $7.00 
over  cover  price.  (That's  for  a  regular 
subscription  in  Canada;  first-class  and 
international  subs  cost  more,  but  they're 
still  a  good  deal,  especially  if  you 
subscribe  for  two  years.) 

To  help  you  take  advantage  of  this 
deal  right  away,  we've  stuffed  a  yellow 
subscription  order  form  into  every 
newsstand  copy  of  this  issue  of  TBP.  It 
folds  into  a  neat  return  mailer.  Just  fill  it 
out  and  drop  it  in  a  mailbox  —  no  postage 
required.  You  can  even  charge  your 
subscription  on  VISA  or  Mastercharge. 
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But  you'd  better  do  it  now  — 
because  we're  not  sure  how  long  we  can 
keep  on  offering  a  deal  like  this. 

For  the  past  two  years  we've  been 
charging  the  same  low  price  for  a 
subscription  to  The  Body  Politic.  In  those 
two  years,  the  cost  of  producing  the 
magazine  has  risen  by  25%.  Postage 
rates  have  been  jacked  up  twice.  Our  rent 
has  doubled. 

Despite  it  all,  we've  held  the  line, 
helping  to  keep  TBP  available  to  as  many 
people  as  possible. 


But  prices  will  have  to  go  up  soon  if 
we're  to  keep  The  Body  Politic  coming  out 
every  month.  So  take  advantage  of  this 
deal  now,  while  it  lasts. 


SUBSCRIBE  NOW 
-AND  SAVE. 

If  there  is  no  order  envelope  in  this  issue,  use  the  information 
and  address  shown  at  the  top  of  this  page  to  send  us 
your  subscription  request. 


'The  liberation  of  homosexuals 
can  only  be  the  work  of 

homosexuals  themselves." 
—  Kurt  Hiller,  1921  — 
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New  beginnings  in  Calgary p8 

The  eighth  national  conference  raised  gay  visibility  in  Calgary  with  a 
demonstration  at  City  Hall  (above)  and  gave  the  movement  a  brisk 
housecleaning  by  sweeping  away  the  ailing  Canadian  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  Coalition.  Where  do  we  go  from  here?  Gerald  Hannon 
reports  on  future  hopes  —  and  fears  —  in  the  News. 

11  *■  ««">  ...and in 

othernews p9 

Toronto  hosts  the  Rainbow 
Convention  for  the  Deaf  and  gay 
Softball's  Canada  Cup  tourney; 
there's  still  no  Joy  in  Winnipeg,  but 
plenty  in  Montreal  during  Gairilla 
Week  celebrations.  And  1,400  gay 
people  climb  the  CN  Tower  on  the 
same  night  and  don't  even  get 
reported  in  the  Toronto  Sun. 

Lovers,  murder, 
media  and  muffins 

•What's  the  difference  between 
friends  and  lovers?  Ken  Popert  ex- 
plores in  Between  the  Lines,  p  16. 
•Do  gay  men  annihilate  women? 
Alex  Wilson  and  Leo  Casey  answer 
in  Deliberations,  p  22. 
•Ottawa  Citizen  columnist  Richard 
Labonte  comes  out  in  print  and  his 
newspaper  loses  500  subscribers.  Ed 
Jackson  reports  in  Monitor,  p  35. 
•Even  homemade  muffins  can't 


Image  Quest p19 

Photographer  Philip  Hannan  set 
out  in  search  of  a  few  quintessen- 
tially  gay  images  and  returned  with 
a  billboard,  some  window  dressing 
and  a  few  friends.  An  essay  in  pics. 

Party  time p23 

The  invitation  didn't  say  Bring 
Your  Own  Line,  but  at  the  first 
Northeast  Conference  of 
Multinational  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Male  Feminist  Socialists  (the 
Lavender  Left,  in  short)  practically 
everything  got  served  up  —  except 
gayness  and  feminism.  A  look  at 
the  agenda,  hidden  and  otherwise. 

The  regulars 

Letter,  p  4;  Editorial,  p  7;  World 
News,  p  17;  Classified  ads,  p  36; 
Community  Page,  p  40. 
Ian  Young  will  return  with  The 
Ivory  Tunnel  next  month. 

The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  comments 
and  criticisms.  Address  letters  to 
TBP,  Box  7289,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 

The  cover:  photography  by 

I'hilif)  Hannan  and  (•cald 
Hannon  (no  relation.  aside 

from  a  professional  one/ 

Design  In  Hick  lichout 


save  a  sexist  disco  bunny  in  Lorna 
Weir's  lesbian-feminist  household. 
On  The  Back  Page,  p  43. 

Futureworlds 

and  dirty  bits p29 

Reviewer  Lynn  Murphy  ranges 
through  the  works  of  Suzy  McKee 
Charnas,  Doris  Lessing,  Samuel 
Delany  and  Ursula  LeGuin  (below); 
George  Whitmore  digs  for  Holly- 
wood dirt  and  finds  mostly  in- 
nuendo. Also:  retreading  the  Les- 
bian Path;  Friedenberg  on  Altman; 
Kirkwood's  latest,  and  a  bit  of 
jargon-free  socialism  (or  so  they 
say...). 


Gay  and  out  in  Euskadi p25 

In  a  country  where  left  and  right  are  sharply  polarized,  Basque  gays  find 
themselves  running  in  the  same  direction  as  workers  and  women  —  toward 
a  society  where  sex  and  class  distinctions  need  not  exist. 
Tim  McCaskell  meets  Jose  Mari,  Bittor,  Jon  (below), 
Ana  and  Fabiola  in  his  second  report  from  Spain. 
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^    Toronto  Women's  Bookstore 

>•     85  Harbord  Street  (west  of  Spadina) 
^    922-8744 


ESCAPE  TO 

House 


the  INN  place 
ostay  in  Key  West,  Florida. 


2SS2Tb,,OK        "NrlpooWp. 


and  Discos. 


Pool     Sundecks 


1129  Fleming  Street,  Key  West  33040  USA  (305)  294-6284 


Building  brick  by  brick 


I  was  profoundly  struck  by  Ken 
Popert's  April  column  ("Cruising"  and 
Crisis  Management)  —  for  once  some- 
one seems  to  have  tackled  this  now 
tedious  but  important  debate  with  in- 
telligence instead  of  ideology. 

He  will  discover,  I  think,  that  he  has 
now  asked  the  right  questions,  but  the 
answer  will  be  crushing  in  its  silence. 

I  am  concerned,  as  I  think  other 
people  are  too,  that  the  protests  directed 
at  the  film  Cruising  were  never  utilized 
properly  and  that,  in  fact,  the  protesters 
really  had  no  clear  idea  of  what  they 
had  against  the  film  other  than  some 
vague  notion  that  it  was  unfair  to  gay 
people.  That  is  not  to  say  that  the  dem- 
onstrations were  improper;  they  were 
for  the  most  part  wholly  warranted,  es- 
pecially by  the  (lack  of)  mentality  of  the 
director,  Billy  Friedkin. 

The  protests  should  have  been  used  to 
weld  together  some  coalition,  broadly 
based,  of  both  feminists  and  faggots 
who  wanted  to  get  the  momentum  going 
to  change  the  laws  that  oppress  homo- 
sexuals and  lesbians.  I  should  add 
quickly  that  I  am  well  aware  that  chan- 
ging the  laws  is  not  enough;  those  very 
laws  are  merely  symptomatic  of  a  deeply 
diseased  society  which  itself  must  be  al- 
tered before  our  oppression  can  be 
effectively  diminished. 

But  I  am  a  realist  and  not  a  romantic: 
while  I  masturbate  intellectually  to  the 
idea  of  revolution  and  revolt,  I  know 
that  there  seems  to  be  insufficient  power 
in  our  community  to  overturn  the  het- 
erosexual monolith.  You  build  a  revo- 
lution slowly,  bit  by  bit,  brick  by  brick, 
until  you  have  accumulated  enough  for- 
ward motion  to  smash  some  ugly  things 
to  pieces.  With  every  successful  demon- 
stration, more  people  come  out  or 
become  more  politically  active  and 
aware. 

In  the  case  of  the  Cruising  debacle, 
the  demonstrations  actually  functioned 
to  splinter  the  community  along  ideo- 
logical lines  instead  of  acting  to  make 
more  cohesive  our  minority  status.  The 
only  two  results  of  the  demonstrations 
were  a  wide  readership  for  the  Village 
Voice  columns  of  Arthur  Bell  (which  I 
do  not  begrudge  Bell,  as  I  admire  him 
greatly)  and  a  new  spur  to  the  cinema  of 
violence  a  la  Friedkin.  Nothing  more. 

What  Ken  Popert  has  done  in  his 
April  column  is  to  begin  the  painful 
probe  of  what  faggots  and  lesbians 
should  be  struggling  for  the  in  the  80s. 
(That's  why  I  am  so  anxiously  awaiting 
Dennis  Altman's  next  book,  too).  Gay 
journalists  should  be  professionally  ex- 
amining what's  wrong  with  us,  where 
we  are  and  where  we  want  to  go  —  as 
Ken  Popert  says  —  and  we  are  just 
barely  doing  our  job. 

Rick  Grzesiak 
Philadelphia 

Theory  and  action 

In  "The  Back  Page"  of  your  April 
issue,  Ken  Popert  asked,  "Does  the  ap- 
parent homophobia  of  Cruising  justify 
all  the  time  and  energy  which  has  gone 
into  opposing  it?"  He  answers  that  we 
can't  know  until  we  have  "a  theory  of 
gay  oppression  and  liberation  which 
would  allow  us  to  decide  which  mani- 


festations are  fundamental  and  which 
are  merely  symptomatic." 

While  we  are  waiting  for  the  Karl 
Marx  of  the  gay  movement  to  write  her 
or  his  Das  Kapital,  many  of  us  are  still 
waiting  for  Ken's  answer  to  one  modest 
tactical  question:  how  will  you  get  folks 
to  see  Cruising  "through  our  eyes"  in 
hundreds  of  places  where  gays  still  meet 
like  Christians  in  catacombs? 

Ken  flatteringly  describes  me  as  "an 
opinion  leader"  of  the  gay  movement, 
though  he  thinks  I  play  the  Pope  to  my 
true  believers  by  asking  them  to  boycott 
a  film  I  have  not  seen.  How  can  people 
boycott  a  film  they  have  seen?  As  for 
trusting  me,  Ken  mentions  discrepancies 
between  Cruising  as  it  is  now  shown  on 
screen,  and  the  plot  synopsis  I  wrote 
based  on  a  script  leaked  to  the  public 
during  production.  Ken  wonders  wheth- 
er these  discrepancies  were  based  on  my 
errors,  script  changes,  or  censorship. 
Give  credit  where  credit  is  due:  Friedkin 
wrote  the  scenes  I  described,  but  lost  the 
courage  of  his  bad  convictions  in  the 
face  of  protest  and  a  possible  X-rating. 

Ken  wrote  in  TBP,  "Let  me  say  that, 
having  seen  Cruising,  I  think  anyone 
who  pays  to  see  it  is  being  robbed,  gay 
or  straight.  It  is  not  just  a  homophobic 
movie,  it  is  a  bad  movie.  I  have  deter- 
mined that  for  myself."  Neither  United 
Artists  nor  Ken  Popert  would  want 
folks  to  take  anyone's  authority  on  this 
film.  You  must  pay  to  know  beyond  a 
doubt  that  you  too  got  robbed. 

Both  Ken  and  I  may  have  wished  to 
choose  other  battlegrounds  than  Cruis- 
ing or  Windows.  Ken  asks  why  La  Cage 
aux  Folks  was  not  protested.  I  might 
add  Serial  and  American  Gigolo  to  a 
long  list,  but  since  Friedkin's  film  crew 
and  Mayor  Koch's  cops  colonized 
Greenwich  Village  by  force,  that  was 
where  we  drew  the  line.  "Men,"  wrote 
Marx  (and  let's  add  women),  "make 
their  own  history,  but  they  do  not  make 
it  just  as  they  please;  they  do  not  make 
it  under  circumstances  chosen  by  them- 
selves..." 

Ken  complains  that  "our  intellectual- 
ism  has  not  kept  pace  with  our  activ- 
ism." I'd  like  to  remind  him  of  these 
words  from  Marx:  "The  philosophers 
have  only  interpreted  the  world,  in 
various  ways;  the  point  is  to  change  it." 
Scott  Tucker 
Philadelphia 


Canadian  justice 

I  simply  have  to  get  it  off  my  chest.  For 
20  years  I  have  been  a  neighbourhood 
big  brother,  something  I  choose  to  do 
on  my  own. I  do  not  belong  to  any 
organizations,  which  makes  it  difficult. 
Now,  even  though  I  am  not  gay,  a  lot 
of  people  would  treat  me  in  that  respect 
and  here  is  an  example  of  just  that.  Last 
year,  just  the  same  as  I  do  every  year,  I 
took  a  couple  of  kids  on  vacation  with 
me.  An  incident  took  place  on  the  beach 
which  resulted  in  my  being  arrested  and 
thrown  in  jail.  The  motive  for  this  was 
that  a  couple  of  women  saw  something 
and  blew  it  well  out  of  proportion.  The 
kids'  parents  were  behind  me  all  the 
way,  but  I  was  still  found  guilty  and 
fined  $200  and  put  on  the  parole  list  for 
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"You  will  never  know  what  it  feels  like 

to  be  able  to  keep  in  touch  with  my  gay 

brothers  who  are  not  in  an  isolating 

spot  like  my  own  city. . . " 


three  years.  All  of  this  just  because 
some  so-called  good  citizens  misjudged 
what  took  place.  I  don't  call  that  Cana- 
dian justice;  I  call  it  Canadian  harass- 
ment and  discrimination. 

I  am  behind  you  100  per  cent.  Please 
keep  up  the  good  work;  we'll  lick  it  yet. 
And  please  don't  print  my  name  if  you 
use  this  letter. 

No  harassment 

It  was  interesting  to  read  your  article  on 
Friends  Bar  (TBP,  June/July).  Please 
note  that  the  raids  on  Friends  were  due 
to  the  large  number  of  people  who  at- 
tended the  bar  and  not  on  police  harass- 
ment. On  the  night  in  question,  there 
were  317  people  in  the  bar;  we  have  a 
capacity  for  only  104.  The  blood  in  the 
washroom  was  from  a  customer  who 
broke  a  beer  glass  before  the  raid. 
William  Bartlett, 
Friends  Bar,  St  John 's 


Facts  garbled 


While  Michael  Lynch  may  be  right  in 
suggesting  that  the  homophobic  will 
someday  use  an  antiandrogenic  hor- 
mone and  psychotherapy  to  forcibly 
transform  gays  into  straights  (News 
Analysis:  Beyond  Castration,  TBP, 
May),  he  gets  his  facts  garbled  when  he 
chastises  The  Medical  Post  for  not  mak- 
ing as  much  hay  of  the  issue  as  it  could 
have. 

Lynch  begins  by  implying  The  Post 
conveniently  ignored  medical  psychol- 
ogist John  W  Money's  involvement  in 
the  abandonment  of  the  sex-change 
operation  by  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital 
last  year.  If  Dr  Money  was  involved  at 
all  in  that  decision,  it  was  to  fight  it. 

The  study  of  transsexuals  which  led 
Hopkins  to  stop  performing  gender- 
change  surgery  was  done  by  Dr  John  K 
Meyer,  associate  professor  of  psychiatry 
at  Johns  Hopkins,  not  by  Dr  Money  as 
Lynch  suggests.  It  is  Dr  Meyer's  gender- 
change  authority  which  has  been  dis- 
credited, not  Dr  Money's. 

Dr  Money,  to  the  contrary,  has  been 
reported  on  a  number  of  occasions  to 
"bitterly  dispute"  Dr  Meyer's  conclu- 
sion that  transsexuals  do  as  well  with- 
out sex-change  surgery  as  with  it.  Dr 
Money  still  thinks  the  operation  is  a 
good  one;  of  the  300  sex  changes  he's 
followed  throughout  his  career,  only 
three  have  regretted  the  operation. 

The  Post  did  point  all  of  this  out  in  a 
lengthy  story  on  Dr  Betty  Steiner,  head 
of  the  gender  identity  clinic  at  the 
Clarke  Institute  of  Psychiatry,  Toronto 
(November  20,  1979).  In  addition  to  rip- 
ping to  shreds  both  Dr  Meyer's  method- 
ology and  conclusions,  she  says  "the 
sex-change  operation  is  still  the  best  way 
to  manage  the  transsexual  patient"  and 
that  the  Clarke  has  no  intention  of 
abandoning  the  operation. 

Lynch's  assumption  that  The  Post 
should  have  come  out  editorializing  for 
the  removal  of  pedophilia  and  exhibi- 
tionism from  the  establishment's  list  of 
"sexual  deviances"  is  an  attempt  to 
squeeze  orange  juice  out  of  apples.  But 
the  editorial  does  do  more  than  come 
out  in  praise  of  antiandrogenic  therapy 
"largely  because  of  the  monetary  sav- 


ings to  the  state  in  the  upkeep  of  federal 
prisoners,"  as  Lynch  says. 

The  bulk  of  the  editorial  deals  with 
more  valid  concerns.  Not  only  is  prison 
a  dangerous  place  for  the  so-called  "sex 
offender,"  it  does  nothing  to  change 
sexual  behaviour.  So,  aside  from  a  gen- 
eral declaration  of  normalcy,  anti- 
androgenic hormone  therapy  is  an  alter- 
native which  should  be  explored. 

Finally,  lest  Lynch's  omissions  leave 
TBP  readers  with  the  impression  that 
any  Quebecker  with  the  slightest  inclina- 
tion to  unbutton  his  trench  coat  is  going 
to  be  subjected  to  a  mind-bending  drug, 
let  me  belabour  one  more  point. 

Besides  the  harmless  voyeur  and  exhi- 
bitionist, for  whom  the  necessity  of 
treatment  or  incarceration  can  be  ar- 
gued, the  hormone  therapy  is  also  being 
used  on  repeat  rapists  and  the  incorri- 
gibly incestuous,  both  much  clearer 
threats  to  society  whom  I  doubt  anyone, 
either  gay  or  straight,  will  ever  accept 
into  the  realm  of  normalcy. 
Peter  de  Vries,  staff  writer 
The  Medical  Post 
Toronto 

Keeping  in  touch 

You  will  never  know  what  it  feels  like  to 
be  able  to  keep  in  touch  with  my  gay 
brothers  who  are  not  in  an  isolating  spot 
like  my  own  city.  This  is  an  important 
part  of  what  your  paper  does  for  people 
like  myself. 

Who  knows  how  many  of  us  New 
Brunswickers  have  come  to  realize  that 
the  only  way  to  find  people  of  our  own 
sexual  orientation  is  to  be  able  to  afford 
trips  to  either  Fredericton  or  Halifax? 

It  is  a  delight  to  read  what  might  be 
considered  an  "underground  paper" 
with  such  good  taste.  The  only  excep- 
tion is  the  classifieds,  which  are  written 
by  others. 

Just  sign  me: 

Thankful 
Saint  John 

Names 

This  is  an  open  letter  to  Bruce  Russell,  a 
response  to  his  recent  article  on  Talon 
Books  Ltd  (TBP,  April): 

It  is  true  that  Talon  Books  has  issued, 
as  part  of  its  promotion  campaign,  a 
pamphlet  titled  "Gay  Themes  And 
Issues,"  which  lists  works  by  various 
authors,  not  all  of  whom  would  neces- 
sarily characterize  their  sexuality  with 
the  word  "gay."  The  quote  you  ascribe 
to  me  in  your  article  —  "Not  all  authors 
(persons)  see  their  sexuality  as  part  of 
the  public  domain"  —  is  accurate. 
However,  there  is  a  vast  difference  be- 
tween providing  a  list  of  books  dealing 
with  "gay  themes  and  issues"  which 
may  or  may  not  be  authored  by  gay  per- 
sons (just  as  a  list  of  books  dealing  with 
any  other  subject  matter,  including  het- 
erosexual relations,  may  or  may  not  be 
authored  by  gay  persons);  and  provid- 
ing a  list  of  gay  persons. 

I  don't  feel  I  have  the  right  to  add  to 
a  list  of  gay  persons  you  send  me  any 
names  from  our  list  of  authors  which 
you  may  have  overlooked,  or  which 
may  not  be  there  by  virtue  of  the  fact 
that  (the  authors)  have  never  considered 
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"We  rely  on  heterosexual  sex 
for  reproduction,  not  on  heterosexuals. 
The  majority  of  gays  are  living 
heterosexual  lives..." 
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their  sexuality  to  be  part  of  the  public 
realm  and  have  no  intention  of  chang- 
ing their  political  stance  on  the  issue. 
What  gives  me  the  right  to  enforce  such 
a  major  revision  on  the  politics  of  these 
persons,  by  complying  with  your  re- 
quest? 

I  immigrated  to  this  country  from  a 
country  in  which,  just  a  few  short  de- 
cades ago,  it  was  the  political  fashion  to 
add  the  names  of  Jews,  Homosexuals 
and  Other  Enemies  Of  The  State  to  lists 
such  as  yours,  all  in  the  name  of  nation- 
al and  political  progress  toward  some 
Utopian  goal  or  other.  I  have  a  funda- 
mental mistrust  for  this  process  of  add- 
ing names  to  other  peoples'  lists  without 
the  consent  of  the  persons  whose  names 
I  am  using  for  those  additions,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  purpose  of  those  lists.  One 
man's  innocence  is  another  man's  guilt, 
as  they  say.  Welcome  to  the  80s,  Bruce. 
KarlHSiegler 
President,  Talon  Books  Ltd 
Vancouver 

Odd  liberalism 

I  think  that  Ken  Popert's  May  "Be- 
tween the  Lines"  column  ("Dangers  of 
the  Minority  Game")  is  in  part  a  reply 
to  my  letter  criticising  his  self-oppressive 
attitude  towards  Christmas.  (TBP, 
February). 

Ken  Popert  seems  to  be  criticising  the 
apparent  isolationism  of  my  letter.  I 
would  like  to  refute  here  and  now  the 
label  separatist  (admittedly  not  used  in 
his  column).  I  am  a  socialist  and  a 
feminist  and  believe  that  only  by  dif- 
ferent oppressed  groups  coming  togeth- 
er —  gays,  women,  blacks,  workers, 
paedophiles,  young  people,  old  people, 
etc  —  will  there  be  the  possibility  of 
liberation.  I  would  defend  autonomy, 
which  I  see  as  different  from  separa- 
tism. Autonomy  is  a  vital  part  of  our 
struggle.  Although  I  understand  a  lot  of 
the  anger  which  goes  into  separatism 
(the  sort  of  anger  which  made  me  come 
out),  I  think  that  it  is  ultimately  a  dead 
end.  I  make  no  attempt  to  define  separ- 
atism as  a  body  of  theory  as  I  simply  do 
not  understand  it. 

Ken  Popert  suggests  that  there  is  an 
historical  meaning  to  gay  life.  His  col- 
umn seems  to  suggests  that  this  meaning 
is  a  separate  entity.  Thus  he  falls  into 
the  separatist  trap  himself.  I  think  you 
have  to  perceive  history  as  a  whole  and 
see  how  progression  has  been  affected 
by  the  way  society  —  and  particularly 
the  economy  —  has  been  organised. 
My  philosophy  is  based  on  the  material 
world.  Ken  Popert's,  which  seems  to  see 
gays  as  the  next  stage  in  evolutionary 
development,  is  based  on  pure  idealism. 

The  column  of  May  1980  says  that  al- 
though there  are  few  Jews  left  in  the 
"Germanies"  today,  there  are  as  many 
gays  as  ever.  This  is  obvious  as  most 
gays  remain  hidden.  The  gay  communi- 
ty as  such  is  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg. 
This  makes  Popert's  idea  that  we  do  not 
reproduce  ridiculous.  We  rely  on 
heterosexual  sex  for  reproduction,  not 
on  heterosexuals.  The  majority  of  gays 
are  living  heterosexual  lives  (married 
with  children).  The  idea  that  we  don't 
reproduce  is  almost  as  nonsensical  as 
the  idea  that  homosexuality  exists  only 


because  heterosexuality  does.  This  is 
said  quite  often,  but  I  still  haven't 
worked  out  what  it's  actually  supposed 
to  mean. 

From  reading  these  two  articles  and 
others  by  Ken  Popert,  I  would  sum  up 
his  overall  philosophy  as  liberalism. 
This  is  exemplified  by  his  attitude  to  the 
film  Cruising,  or  rather,  his  attitude  to 
the  response  of  gay  activists  to  it.  He 
has  criticised  some  gay  activists  who 
wish  to  see  the  film  censored  or  sup- 
pressed. I  can  only  imagine  that  this  at- 
titude has  something  to  do  with  "free- 
dom of  speech."  I  find  the  liberal  con- 
cept of  freedom  of  speech  odd  to  say 
the  least.  It  leads  to  Ken  Popert's  ap- 
proach to  gay  liberation  as  being  objec- 
tive. Mine  is  unashamedly  subjective. 
I'm  on  my  side. 

Edward  Bell 
London,  England 

Intellectual  basket  case 

The  most  obvious  reason  for  rejecting 
radical  feminism  is  that,  as  espoused  by 
Johanna  H  Stuckey  ("The  politics  of 
powerlessness,"  TBP,  May),  it  appears 
to  be  the  doctrine  of  an  intellectual 
basket  case.  Who  else  would  attempt  to 
get  away  with  a  statement  like  "All  men 
are  rapists"?  (Using  Stuckey's  twisted 
logic,  I  think  she  would  have  to  agree 
that  all  women  who  support  the  patriar- 
chy are  rapists,  too).  As  people  of  com- 
mon sense  know,  all  men  are  not  rapists 
and  no  amount  of  shrill  preaching  or 
theoretical  wish-thinking  is  going  to 
change  that. 

Stuckey's  article  is  an  excellent  il- 
lustration of  how  reactionary  impulses 
often  govern  "radical  politics."  Since 
the  rise  of  the  women's  movement, 
many  people  have  become  sensitized  as 
to  where  they  stand  as  men  and  women. 
In  part,  this  has  meant  confronting  the 
complicating  and  often  submerged  feel- 
ings that  men  and  women  have  about 
each  other.  Because  men  and  women 
are  also  human  beings,  they  find  that 
mixed  up  with  those  feelings  are  emo- 
tions of  fear,  anger,  hatred.  Stuckey 
certainly  realizes  this  and  she  mercilessly 
tightens  the  screws  on  those  emotions  — 
especially  women's  fears  about  men  — 
with  images  of  rape,  murder,  violence, 
beatings,  sado-rituals,  witchhunts,  etc.  I 
find  it  contemptible  that  Stuckey  ex- 
ploits women's  fears  to  push  her  distor- 
ted view  of  history  as  villainous  men 
persecuting  victimized  women.  Ob- 
viously her  "theory"  can't  stand  up  to  a 
cool,  rational  analysis,  so  she  panders  to 
primitive  instincts  in  order  to  gain  its 
acceptance. 

Because  it  is  politics  that  is  being  dis- 
cussed, Stuckey's  methods  and  her  hys- 
terical views  are  highly  disturbing.  Any 
person  who  can  so  carelessly  toss 
around  charges  of  rape  and  be  so  man- 
ipulative of  others'  feelings  clearly  has 
no  moral  sensitivity  whatsoever.  With- 
out that  kind  of  sensitivity,  there  is  no 
difference  between  power  and  tyranny. 
Are  radical  feminists  merely  going  to 
prove  that  they  can  be  as  ruthless  and 
unprincipled  as  men  seeking  power  have 
been? 

Hugh  Westrup 
Downsview,  Ont. 
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Editorial 


The  hard  first  step 


The  first  time  is  always  the  hardest  they  say.  Especially  when  it  comes  to 
gay  public  action.  But  last  month's  protest  in  Calgary  has  shown  once 
again  the  value  of  this  important  step  in  coming  out. 

When  Gay  Information  and  Resources  Calgary  was  denied  a  parade  per- 
mit by  the  city  police,  delegates  to  the  national  conference  of  the  CLGRC 
decided  to  hold  a  picket  of  Calgary  City  Hall  in  protest.  In  spite  of  fears 
that  had  been  expressed  by  some  sectors  of  the  community,  GIRC  support- 
ed the  delegates'  decision,  and  the  Calgary  activists  played  a  key  role,  plan- 
ning and  organizing  the  picket  and  alerting  city  media. 

The  picket  was  an  unqualified  success. 

For  many  gay  Calgarians,  marching  in  full  view  of  television  cameras 
and  bystanders  in  their  own  home  town  for  the  first  time  was  an  exciting 
and  energizing  experience.  The  event  also  drew  a  great  deal  of  media  atten- 
tion and  will  have  a  lasting  importance  for  our  movement. 

The  success  of  this  first  public  gay  action  in  Calgary  is  a  real  credit  to  the 
efforts  and  determination  of  the  activists  at  GIRC.  Calgary's  gay  commun- 
ity will  certainly  benefit  from  this  higher  public  profile. 

Congratulations  Calgary.  □ 


Don't  mourn  —  reorganize 

The  period  of  mourning  was,  perhaps,  a  little  less  than  decency,  or  even  good 
political  sense,  would  have  demanded.  But  when  registrants  at  the  eighth  annual 
gay  rights  conference  in  Calgary  had  put  the  ailing  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  out  of  its  misery,  they  buried  it  hastily  in  order  to  get  on  with  more 
important  matters  —  like  replacing  the  CLGRC  with  something  that  would  better 
meet  the  needs  of  gay  people  and  our  organizations. 

Whether  or  not  the  initiatives  taken  at  Celebration  '80  will  meet  the  needs  of  our 
diverse  community  remains  to  be  seen.  Whatever  difficulties  we  may  find  in  taking 
on  the  challenges  that  the  future  no  doubt  holds  for  us,  the  dissolution  of  the 
CLGRC  forces  us  to  recognize  one  of  the  lessons  of  the  last  five  years:  gay  activism 
is  at  its  most  effective  when  it  is  meeting  concrete,  often  local,  needs. 

The  CLGRC  was  a  vestige  of  an  era  when  mobilizing  gay  women  and  men  in 
public  action  for  human  rights  was  seen  by  most  gay  activists  as  the  most  produc- 
tive, if  not  the  only,  way  to  build  our  movement  and  our  communities.  And  for  a 
time  it  worked.  New  organizations  were  formed  and  old  ones  consolidated.  Public 
actions  took  place  and  media  profiles  were  established  in  many  Canadian  cities.  But 
while  human  rights  and  public  action  remain  crucial  to  gay  liberation,  they  are  a 
means  to  an  end  and  not  the  end  in  themselves.  We  are  developing  other  means  to 
consolidate  our  organizations,  to  reach  out  to  gay  people  in  our  communities,  and 
to  reach  cities,  towns,  and  rural  areas  that  we  have  never  reached  before. 

Five  years  ago,  when  CLGRC's  predecessor,  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition, 
was  formed,  we  had  not  yet  experienced:  the  addition  of  "sexual  orientation"  to 
the  human  rights  charter  in  Quebec  —  and  stepped-up  police  harassment  of  gay 
people  there;  the  successful  alliance  of  lesbians,  gay  men,  and  feminists  in  response 
to  Anita  Bryant's  visit  to  Canada;  the  growth  of  the  gay  media  with  newspapers, 
radio,  and  TV  shows  springing  up  across  the  country;  or  campaigns  for  rural 
outreach  in  Saskatchewan,  the  Atlantic  provinces,  Ontario,  and  Alberta.  Needs 
have  changed.  Demands  were  placed  on  the  coalition  and  Gays  of  Ottawa  (GO),  as 
the  co-ordinating  group,  that  could  not  realistically  be  met.  National  conferences, 
once  gatherings  to  exchange  information,  inspiration,  and  support  among  gay 
groups  and  individuals,  became  the  site  of  agonized  wrangling  over  CLGRC  struc- 
ture and  policy.  In  five  years  the  NGRC,  and  later  the  CLGRC,  had  fulfilled  as 
much  of  its  purpose  as  it  could,  and  had  outlived  its  usefulness. 

As  the  coalition  was  put  to  rest  in  Calgary,  the  enormous  contribution  of  GO  as 
the  co-ordinating  group  was  applauded.  And  two  of  CLGRC's  functions  were 
recognized  as  essential  to  the  movement's  continued  good  health:  bringing  us  all 
together  once  a  year  or  so  at  national  conferences,  and  lobbying  the  Canadian 
government  for  fair  treatment  of  women  and  gay  people  in  federal  laws. 

The  Canadian  Association  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men,  as  an  individual  (as  well  as 
a  group)  membership  organization  devoted  exclusively  to  federal  lobbying,  will  not 
be  the  organization  of  the  Canadian  gay  movement  that  CLGRC  once  was.  Nor 
should  it  be.  We  would  still  hope  that,  at  its  founding  meeting,  CALGM  will 
broaden  its  programme  to  include  the  full  slate  of  demands  that  was  CLCRG  policy 
(see  news  story  page  8).  While  CLGRC's  structure  and  recent  history  threatened  to 
encumber  the  progress  of  Canadian  gay  liberation,  the  programme  of  the  coalition 
was  a  product  of  a  wide-ranging  and  thorough  debate  within  our  community.  As  a 
comprehensive  critique  of  anti-gay  and  sexist  federal  laws,  it  is  a  real  acquisition  of 
the  gay  movement. 

But  above  all,  it  is  the  next  conference,  and  the  conferences  after  that,  that  we 
look  forward  to.  It  was  the  network  of  people  and  groups  sharing  ideas  and  support 
that  pulled  everyone  through  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  Celebration  '80  and  made 
it  all  worthwhile.  And  it  will  be  primarily  conferences,  and  the  network  that  brings 
them  together,  that  will  allow  us  to  apply  that  lesson  of  the  CLGRC  —  that  will  al- 
low us  to  grapple  with  the  specific,  concrete  needs  of  the  people  in  our  communi- 
ties. May  that  network  survive  and  thrive.  And  may  the  next  conference  celebrate 
1981  without  having  to  worry  about  funeral  arrangements,  t  1 
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TheNews 


Delegates  bury  national  coalition 
as  movement  ponders  new  tactics 


CALGARY  —  It  was  the  final  plenary 
session,  the  vote  was  in,  and 
Edmonton's  Doug  Whitfield,  who  had 
chaired  the  session,  was  carefully  fold- 
ing a  piece  of  stationery.  Delegates  had 
just  voted  almost  unanimously  to  dis- 
band the  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  (CLGRC),  and  Whit- 
field was  folding  together  a  coffin. 
"First,  and  most  appropriately,"  he 
said,  "it's  made  out  of  paper." 

It  was,  in  fact,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
coalition  chairman  Harold  Desmarais, 
explaining  why  he  would  neither  attend 
the  conference  nor  submit  the  tradition- 
al chairman's  report.  It  was  written  in 
the  edgy,  slightly  acrimonious  tone  that 
had  characterized  much  of  the  corres- 
pondence about  the  coalition  in  recent 
months,  and  it  was  clear  delegates  sav- 


oured the  prospects  of  burying  the  last 
querulous  missive  likely  to  be  sent  from 
the  co-ordinating  office.  In  what  one 
delegate  described  as  "indecent  haste," 
a  jubilant  crowd  trotted  the  "coffin" 
outside,  buried  it,  and  marked  the  spot 
with  a  single  yellow  pansy. 

It  was  the  emotional  climax  of  Cele- 
bration '80,  the  eighth  annual  confer- 
ence of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  though 
delegates  continued  to  meet  to  sketch 
the  outlines  of  a  new,  national  lobbying 
organization  with  limited  goals.  For 
those  few  who  remembered  the  found- 
ing conference  of  the  coalition  in  Ot- 
tawa in  1975,  the  occasion  of  its  dissolu- 
tion was  one  of  relief  tinged  with  regret. 
Relief,  since,  as  Peter  Millard  of  Saska- 
toon put  it,  "it's  a  sign  we've  matured 
as  a  movement  and  we're  ready  for  the 


next  step  —  whatever  that  is."  Regret 
that  the  "movement"  was  abandoning, 
formally  at  least,  a  carefully  worked  out 
programme  for  social  change  that  had 
included  everything  from  apple-pie 
human  rights  demands  to  a  call  for  the 
abolition  of  age  of  consent. 

The  hastiness  of  the  dissolution  is,  in 
fact,  already  raising  a  few  eyebrows  — 
at  least  in  Ottawa,  the  former  co-ordin- 
ating office.  Denis  LeBlanc,  former 
coalition  secretary,  noted  that  a  majori- 
ty of  members  were  not  present  in 
Calgary.  "I  think  there  ought  to  be 
some  sort  of  ratification  from  other 
member  groups,"  he  told  TBP.  "They 
should  at  least  be  consulted  before  the 
organization  is  formally  dissolved." 

Practically  speaking,  the  delegates' 
decision  is  likely  to  meet  with  little  resis- 
tance. Of  the  21  member  groups  in 
CLGRC,  only  ten  bothered  to  attend 
the  conference,  and  of  those,  seven  rep- 
resented groups  west  of  Ontario.  No 
groups  east  of  Ontario  sent  delegates, 
and  only  one  lesbian  group,  the 
Womyn's  Collective  of  Calgary,  was 
represented.  There  were  67  individual 
delegates  —  previous  conferences  had 
attracted  closer  to  200.  Perversely 
enough,  Gay  Information  and  Resour- 
ces Calgary  (GIRC),  the  host  group, 
was  expecting  upwards  of  300. 

The  opening  plenary  session  June  27 
seemed,  in  fact,  like  a  nightmare 
scenario  come  true.  There  were  only 
about  25  delegates  by  that  point;  they 
were  scattered  about  a  university  ban- 
quet hall  with  seating  for  200,  and  the 
session  was  being  very  tentatively 
chaired  by  a  frail  and  exhausted  Bob 
Harris,  GIRC  president  until  his 
resignation  a  few  weeks  before.  The 
media  were  there  in  force,  primed  by 
weeks  of  pre-conference  coverage  centr- 
ing around  whether  there  would,  or 
would  not,  be  a  gay  rights  march  in 
Calgary. 

The  question  was  an  early  order  of 
business.  Opposed  by  club  owner  Vance 
Campbell,  MCC  minister  Lloyd  Green- 
way  and  the  local  Imperial  Court,  the 
proposed  march  had  been  cancelled  by 
GIRC,  and  replaced  by  a  rally.  Pres- 
sured by  groups  from  across  Canada, 
however,  GIRC  decided  to  obtain  a 
parade  permit  in  case  the  conference 
should  decide  to  hold  a  march  anyway. 
Harris  told  delegates  the  result  of  the 
application:  Police  Chief  Brian  Sawyer 


had  refused  to  issue  the  permit,  and  a 
petition  to  the  mayor's  office  had  been 
unsuccessful.  Furthermore,  Harris  told 
delegates,  "Chief  Sawyer  advised 
GIRC's  Doug  Young  that  participants 
in  an  unauthorized  march  would  be  ar- 
rested and  charged  with  creating  a  pub- 
lic disturbance." 

It  represented  an  astonishing  abridge- 
ment of  some  very  basic  civil  rights,  and 
angry  delegates  quickly  voted  to  hold  a 
silent  picket  of  city  hall  —  silent,  just  in 
case  the  police  tried  to  make  good  the 
threat  of  charging  marchers  for  disturb- 
ing the  peace. 

As  it  happened,  the  picket  was  un- 
eventful —  though  it  was  carefully 
watched  by  about  half  a  dozen  police 
officers,  and  filmed  by  a  police  camera 
crew  on  the  roof  of  a  nearby  building. 

m 


The  only  discordant  note  was  struck 
when  the  50-odd  marchers  decided  to 
mount  city  hall  steps  and  sing  "Oh 
Canada"  —  a  move  the  media  particu- 
larly loved. 

Even  persistent  critic  Vance  Campbell 
had  good  things  to  say  about  Calgary's 
first  public  gay  action.  "It  was  respon- 
sibly done,"  he  said.  "It  didn't  cause  a 
public  stir,  and  I  was  pleased  there  was 
no  violence  involved.  The  conference 
definitely  picked  up  community 
awareness." 

Others  were  a  little  more  emphatic. 
"The  impact  was  profound,"  said 
Calgary's  Mel  Tonken.  "We've  had 
constant  press  coverage,  and  much  of  it 
has  been  positive.  Two  years  ago,  the 
Herald  wouldn't  have  even  used  the 
word  gay."  Even  the  normally  stodgy 
Calgary  Albertan  gave  full  front-page 
coverage  to  the  march,  and  two  inside 
pages  of  related,  and  mostly  positive, 
gay  copy. 

The  march  represented  the  high  water 
mark  of  tension  for  the  four-day  con- 
ference. Otherwise,  it  was  very  much 
the  round  of  workshops  that  delegates 
had  come  to  expect  —  though  heavy  at- 
tendance at  the  sessions  on  self-defence 
and  massage  gave  some  indication  of 
what  many  people  really  come  to  con- 
ferences for. 

New  this  year  was  a  spirit  of  generosi- 
ty and  fair  mindedness,  and  an  absence 


Two  police  officers  consult  with  GIRC's  Bob 
Harris  (top  left)  while  marchers,  including  Cal- 
gary's Stephen  Lock  (below),  filed  silently  before 
city  hall.  Claire  McDuff-Oliver  (centre)  led  the 
popular  massage  workshop.  Sunday's  coffee 
house  featured  Mel  Tonken  as  Mrs  Shufflewick, 
and  Rocky  Mountain  Home  Grown  (below). 
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of  the  acrimony  that  had  marred  many 
previous  gatherings.  The  potentially  di- 
visive workshop  on  lesbian  participation 
was  a  useful  and  enlightening  sharing  of 
ideas  —  thanks  largely  to  the  evenhand- 
ed  and  historically  accurate  presentation 
of  Saskatoon's  Charlotte  Rochon.  She 
emphasized  that  the  very  nature  of  the 
national  coalition  made  it  unattractive 
to  many  lesbians:  "It's  too  much  a 
lobbying  group.  Purely  political,  and 
therefore  alien  to  most  lesbians." 

"Women  are  more  anarchistic,"  she 
said.  "We  organize  in  a  looser  fashion, 
and  we  operate  by  consensus."  Toron- 
to's Chris  Bearchell  took  the  position 
that  it  was  the  inadequacy  of  the  way 
the  movement  was  organized  that  ex- 
plained not  only  the  lack  of  lesbian 
involvement,  but  that  of  gay  men  as 
well. 

The  workshop,  in  fact,  sounded  the 
note  which  was  to  echo  through  the  rest 
of  the  conference.  As  Rochon  said, 
"it's  more  important  to  get  people  to- 
gether at  conferences  than  to  organize  a 
coalition."  How  to  do  that,  and  still 
maintain  some  sort  of  lobbying  profile, 
became  the  conference's  business. 

Interested  delegates  met  for  about 
three  hours,  and  sketched  the  outlines 
of  two  new  organizations  —  one  would 
organize  yearly  conferences  as  places  of 
spiritual  and  intellectual  renewal  for  gay 
people;  the  other,  tentatively  called  the 
Canadian  Association  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men  (CALGM),  would  direct  itself 
to  lobbying  the  federal  government. 
CALGM  has  an  interim  executive  of 
four  —  Toronto's  Peter  Maloney, 
Calgary's  Henry  Berg,  and  two  pro- 
posed women:  Saskatoon's  Charlotte 
Rochon  and  Edmonton's  Claire  Mc- 
Duff-Oliver.  Delegates  present  decided 
they  could  adopt  for  its  programme 
much  of  the  old  coalition's  goals  (those 
related  to  human  rights  and  Criminal 
Code  reform),  but  that  two  of  the  most 
controversial  were  to  be  dropped. 

CALGM  will  not  lobby  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  age  of  consent,  nor  demand  the 
removal  of  all  pornography  legislation. 

Supporters  of  the  change  argued  that 
such  steps  were  necessary  if  women 
were  to  be  attracted  to  the  new  organi- 


zation. Critics  said  that  both  positions 
had  been  carefully  debated  for  five 
years,  were  a  real  expression  of  the  will 
of  the  Canadian  gay  movement,  and 
that  political  opportunists  were  grab- 
bing onto  the  "women"  issue  to  justify 
abandoning  a  programme  they  person- 
ally did  not  support. 

Toronto's  Paul  Trollope  was  par- 
ticularly critical.  "How  can  you  make 
such  an  organization  democratic  and 
accountable?"  he  asked.  "How  do  you 
prevent  it  from  becoming  isolated  and 
bureaucratized  like  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  in  the  US?  And  with  three 
western  executive  members  and  most  of 
the  lobbying  done  in  Ottawa,  there's  a 
real  danger  one  man,  Peter  Maloney, 
may  end  up  running  the  show." 

CALGM,  of  course,  has  yet  to  meet 
or  formally  organize.  Maloney  says 
that  its  task  right  now  is  "to  cut 
through  the  paranoia  people  may  feel 
about  it  being  just  another  CLGRC,  to 
get  groups  to  join  and  become  active." 

Edmonton's  Claire  McDuff -Oliver  is 
also  hopeful.  "I  think  instituting 
CALGM  as  a  federal  'special  interest' 
lobby  group  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. If  having  that  group  generates  and 
focusses  energy,  allowing  people  to  de- 
fine tasks  and  strategies  and  to  carry 
them  out,  it  will  be  a  good  thing." 

Delegates  who  proposed  the  creation 
of  CALGM  also  insisted  on  a  separate 
group  to  organize  yearly  get-togethers, 
and  proposed  Toronto,  Vancouver  and 
Montreal  as  the  sites  for  the  next  three. 
Maloney  is  also  a  presence  on  the  group 
investigating  Toronto  for  1981,  and 
those  who  feel  there  should  be  a  com- 
plete separation  between  CALGM  and 
the  conference  organizers  have  been 
critical  of  his  presence  on  both. 

If  it  is  Toronto  for  1981,  it  will  be  the 
urge  to  be  part  of  a  gay /lesbian  nation 
that  will  motivate  people  to  come  —  not 
the  assurance  that  human  rights  strategy 
will  be  plotted  over  a  four-day  session. 
"The  gay  movement  has  to  bring  its 
people  together  for  the  sake  of  getting 
together,"  says  McDuff-Oliver.  "The 
annual  conference-cum-celebration 
could  be  the  highlight  of  the  year  for  all 
ofus."D 


Customs  bans  five  gay  titles 
but  who  gets  to  keep  the  books? 


A  rally  and  barbecue  at  Centenary  Park  followed  Calgary's  first  gay  picket,  and  the  picnic  at- 
mosphere attracted  dozens  of  gay  Calgarians  to  an  afternoon  of  frisbee.  hot  dogs  and  sunshine. 

Charlotte  Rochon  (right)  led  the  conference  workshop  on  lesbian  participation  in  the  move- 
ment, and  has  been  proposed  as  an  executive  member  of  the  new  lobbying  organization,  the 
Canadian  Association  of  Lesbians  and  gay  men 


TORONTO  —  Five  titles  in  a  shipment 
of  paperback  books  being  sent  to  Glad 
Day  Bookshop  from  Berkeley,  Califor- 
nia have  been  denied  entry  into  Canada 
on  the  ground  they  are  "immoral  or  in- 
decent." 

And  in  a  not  unrelated  story,  a  cus- 
toms inspector  who  signed  many  of  the 
letters  sent  out  by  the  Toronto  customs 
office  notifying  people  that  literature 
addressed  to  them  had  been  banned  as 
"immoral  or  indecent"  has  been  arrest- 
ed and  charged  with  breach  of  trust  and 
conspiracy  to  distribute  obscene  matter. 

According  to  Denny  Forbes,  who  is 
shortly  to  become  manager  of  Toronto's 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  a  letter  he  received 
July  10  from  Canada  Customs  in  Wind- 
sor stated  that  five  titles  destined  for 
delivery  to  Glad  Day  have  been  prohib- 
ited entry  under  the  Customs  Tariff. 
They  are:  Puppies,  by  John  Valentine; 
Chicken,  by  Dennis  Kelly;  Queer  Poet 
Lives  —  Poems  1973-1978,  edited  by 
David  Emerson  Smith;  Men  Loving 
Men,  by  Mitch  Walker;  and  Loving 
Women,  by  the  Nomadic  Sisters. 

Forbes  feels  that  since  "The  Joy  of 


Going  to  Michigan? 
Beware  of  Customs 

Warm  summer  weather,  a  fine  line-up 
of  acts,  and  reasonable  rates  will  be 
drawing  lesbians  from  all  over  North 
America  to  the  Michigan  Womyn's 
Music  Festival.  Last  year,  close  to  8,000 
women  celebrated  the  fifth  anniversary 
of  the  annual  international  pilgrimage. 

The  women-only  festival  will  be  held 
August  14-17  in  a  camp-like  setting  in 
south-east  Michigan.  Advance  tickets 
for  all  four  days  of  the  festival  range 
from  $32  (low  income)  to  $48  (contrib- 
utor) plus  \5°7o  exchange  on  Canadian 
funds.  Canadians  can,  and  should,  pay 
for  their  tickets  in  advance  and  have 
them  held  at  the  gate.  Brochures 
containing  full  details  of  the  event  have 
been  sent  to  Canadians  who  attended 
previous  festivals  and  to  women's  book- 
stores, organizations,  and  bars  in  Cana- 
dian cities. 

Copies  of  the  brochure  that  are  dis- 
tributed in  Canada  contain  a  letter  out- 
lining difficulties  encountered  by 
women  crossing  the  American  border  in 
1979,  and  advice  for  those  attempting  to 
cross  this  year.  Last  year,  as  many  as  50 
of  the  500  Canadian  women  bound  for 
the  festival  were  turned  back  at  the  bor- 
der on  the  grounds  that  they  admitted 
to,  or  were  suspected  of,  being  gay. 
Most  of  the  harassment  occurred  at  the 
Port  Huron-Sarnia  crossing  though 
some  women  were  turned  away  at  more 
than  one  point. 

The  current  US  law,  enacted  in  1952. 
prohibits  the  admission  of  "aliens  af- 
flicted with  psychopathic  personality,  or 
sexual  deviation,  or  a  mental  defect." 


Gay  Sex  and  Loving  Man  were  both 
cleared  by  Customs,  it  doesn't  make 
any  sense  to  ban  Men  Loving  Men, 
which  is  very  similar.  And  likewise,  The 
Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex  was  cleared,  so  how 
can  they  ban  Loving  Womenl  I  don't 
see  any  real  difference.  None  of  the 
stuff  they  banned  was  exploitative,  and 
it  was  all  to  be  sold  in  Glad  Day,  a  fairly 
specialized  store." 

One  of  the  main  figures  in  the  Toron- 
to customs  office's  anti-porn  adminis- 
tration, customs  inspector  Herbert 
Stanley  Meredith,  53,  was  arrested  June 
25  in  a  joint  police  crackdown  on  por- 
nography and  film  piracy. 

Porn  buffs  who  have  had  material 
banned  by  Customs  have  often  won- 
dered where  their  magazines  and  films 
finally  end  up.  Seized  material  is  sup- 
posed to  be  "forwarded  to  the  Post 
Office"  by  Customs  for  "ultimate 
disposition." 

The  arrest  of  a  customs  official  on 
porn-related  charges  can  only  feed  spec- 
ulation about  the  "ultimate  disposi- 
tion" of  seized  materials. 

Paul  Trollope  7 


Shortly  before  the  1979  festival,  some 
Canadian  media  carried  reports  of  the 
fact  that  the  US  Public  Health  Service 
was  refusing  to  treat  homosexuality  as  a 
"disease  or  mental  disorder"  in  matters 
of  immigration.  Many  women  destined 
for  Michigan  were  under  the  illusion 
that  the  ban  on  gay  visitors  had  been 
lifted. 

Since  that  time,  the  New  York-based 
National  Gay  Task  Force  has  waged  an 
intensive  lobby  for  an  amendment  to 
the  law.  The  most  recent  development 
in  that  campaign  is  that  a  number  of 
officials  in  the  Carter  administration,  in- 
cluding Assistant  Attorney  General 
Allen  Parker,  have  come  forward  in 
support  of  such  a  change.  But  gay  Can- 
adians planning  to  cross  the  border  for 
the  festival  are  warned  not  to  interpret 
media  coverage  of  the  lobby's  success  as 
a  change  in  the  law.  "The  law  still 
stands  exactly  as  it  did  at  this  time  last 
year,"  they  warn,  "and  a  good  deal  of 
power  rests  in  the  hands  of  arbitrary  im- 
migration officials."  NGTF  anticipates 
strenuous  opposition  to  legal  reform. 

Reports  of  individuals  harassed  for 
suspected  homosexuality  continue  to 
come  in.  An  incident  in  early  May  at  the 
Port  Huron  crossing,  involving  Steven 
Harris,  formerly  of  Sarnia,  has  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  Coalition  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario  and  TBP.  Relevant 
MPs  and  government  officials  are  being 
made  aware  of  the  details.  A  second 
case  of  harassment  occurred  in  late 
April  and  involved  members  of  North- 
ern Lambda  Nord  —  an  organisation 
thai  includes  Fnglish-  and  French- 
speaking  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  rural 
HtH  of  Quebec,  the  Maritimcs,  Maine, 
and  adjacent  states. 

Chris  Bearchell 
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THE  BODY  POLITIC/9 


"I'm  living  proof  role  reversal  doesn't  work. " 
—  Anita  Bryant.  "I  doubt  whether  she 
ever  met  the  Lord. "  —  Ken  Campbell. 


Manitoba  PCs  under  attack 
after  banning  gay  sex  books 


WINNIPEG  —  Manitoba  Attorney 
General  Gerry  Mercier  has  been  bar- 
raged  with  criticism  for  his  support  of 
what  amounts  to  a  ban  on  the  sale  of 
the  books  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  and  The 
Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex.  In  April,  Winnipeg 
police  visited  local  bookstores  and 
threatened  owners  with  prosecution  if 
they  didn't  stop  selling  the  gay  sex 
guides.  In  response,  major  bookstores 
voluntarily  removed  both  books  from 
their  shelves. 

Mercier  has  defended  his  actions  by 
insisting  that  six  Crown  counsels  believe 
the  books  are  obscene.  He  has  promised 
to  prosecute  any  booksellers  found  sell- 
ing them. 

Mercier  came  under  immediate  fire  in 
the  legislature  from  Opposition  Leader 
Howard  Pawley.  "If  Mercier  feels  the 
books  are  pornographic,  he  must  initi- 
ate legal  action,"  said  the  former  NDP 
Attorney  General.  Pawley  added  that  it 
was  a  dangerous  precedent  "once  you 
start  getting  books  off  the  stands  simply 
on  the  basis  of  someone's  opinion.  The 
books  are  now  off  all  Winnipeg  retail 
bookshelves." 

In  the  following  week  both  major 
Winnipeg  dailies  editorialized  against 
Mercier's  actions.  The  Free  Press,  in  its 
first  editorial  ever  to  mention  gay  issues, 
accused  Mercier  of  "endorsing  the 
warning  (from  the  Crown  counsels) 
which  terrorized  city  booksellers  into 
taking  the  books  off  their  shelves... the 
effect  of  the  warning  has  been  to  exert  a 
form  of  prior  censorship  which  could  be 
dangerously  extended  into  other  areas. 
Worse,  it  has  contributed  to  an  atmos- 
phere in  Manitoba  in  which  it  becomes 
more  and  more  unlikely  that  homo- 


sexuals can  find  evenhanded  justice." 

The  Winnipeg  Tribune  noted  in  its 
editorial  that  "the  books  are  no  longer 
for  sale,  in  this  city  alone  among  Cana- 
dian cities,  after  a  single  citizen's  com- 
plaint... If  that  is  not  censorship,  the 
word  has  no  meaning.  The  Crown  has  a 
responsibility  to  test  its  opinion  in  court 
or  put  those  books  back  on  the  book- 
shelves." 

In  late  May,  the  Manitoba  Associa- 
tion for  Rights  and  Liberties  (MARL) 
met  to  decide  how  the  group  could  best 
pursue  the  issue.  According  to  local  gay 
activist  Chris  Vogel,  members  of  MARL 
had  been  enthusiastic  before  the 
meeting  about  backing  a  legal  test  case. 
However,  Alan  Borovoy,  general  coun- 
sel for  the  Toronto-based  Canadian 
Civil  Liberties  Association,  visited  Win- 
nipeg May  20  and  dissuaded  the  Mani- 
toba group  from  launching  any  kind  of 
test  case.  According  to  Borovoy,  the 
case  would  likely  be  lost,  and  while  in 
the  courts  could  not  be  publicly  dis- 
cussed. 

Walter  Stein,  a  University  of  Win- 
nipeg professor  involved  in  fighting  the 
ban,  was  surprised  at  Borovoy's  advice. 
"I'm  used  to  the  American  situation 
where  the  ACLU  frequently  initiates  ad- 
vocacy suits,"  said  Stein,  but  added 
that  "Borovoy's  reasons  seemed  plausi- 
ble, if  disappointing."  Chris  Vogel  stat- 
ed flatly  he  felt  Borovoy  "was  display- 
ing an  obvious  refusal  to  become  in- 
volved with  gay  issues,"  and  had  dis- 
suaded MARL  primarily  on  that  basis. 

Instead  of  a  test  case,  MARL  decided 
to  form  a  subcommittee  on  censorship. 
The  subcommittee  would  do  "research 
on  the  subject  and  submit  a  brief  to 


Cheerleaders  for  the  home  teams  during  the  Canada  Cup  softball  tournament,  held  in  Toronto 
June  28  and  29,  failed  to  chase  away  the  clouds.  Playing  during  the  most  dismal  weekend  of 
June,  with  subnormal  temperatures  and  leaden  skies,  two  teams  from  Toronto's  Cabbagetown 
Group  Softball  League  competed  with  teams  from  Boston,  New  York,  Milwaukee  and  Min- 
neapolis/StPaul. 

This  year's  league  champion,  East  Side  Story,  failed  to  win  a  game  in  the  Canada  Cup  com- 
petition, while  the  league's  All  Stars  did  a  little  better,  winning  one  and  losing  two.  The  cup  was 
taken  by  the  Twin  Cities  team  from  Minneapolis/St  Paul.D 


Attorney  General."  Abe  Arnold,  execu- 
tive director  of  MARL,  told  TBP  that 
the  group  had  not  ruled  out  a  court  test 
case  at  "sometime  in  the  future." 

Meanwhile,  Winnipeg's  Liberation 
Books,  an  independent  socialist  book- 
store has  formed  its  own  anti-censorship 
committee  to  take  political  action 
against  the  banning  of  the  gay  and  les- 
bian sex  guides.  The  group  hopes  to  use 
the  issue  to  unite  gays,  leftists  and  civil 
libertarians  in  an  anti-censorship  offen- 
sive. A  petition  has  been  drafted  and 
will  be  circulated  at  the  Winnipeg  Folk 
Festival. 

Walter  Stein  has  told  TBP  that  a 
prominent  Winnipeg  lawyer  has  volun- 
teered his  legal  services  if  any  bookseller 
is  charged  with  distributing  the  two 
books.  What  is  required  now  is  a  book- 
store willing  to  oppose  censorship. 

BiU  Lewis  □ 

Three  more  unions 
protect  gay  workers 

Anti-discrimination  clauses  specifically 
mentioning  sexual  orientation  have  been 
successfully  negotiated  in  Halifax, 
Toronto  and  Windsor  recently. 

The  newest  two-year  collective  agree- 
ment affecting  support  staff  at 
Dalhousie  University  in  Halifax  has  a 
sexual  orientation  provision.  With  near- 
ly 75%  of  the  over  600  members  of  the 
Staff  Association  voting,  the  resolution 
passed  with  91%  affirming. 

Local  578  of  the  Ontario  Public  Ser- 
vice Employees'  Union,  which  repre- 
sents the  research  officers  at  Toronto's 
Ontario  Institute  for  Studies  in  Educa- 
tion, has  added  sexual  orientation  to  a 
general  anti-discrimination  clause  in  its 
1980-81  contract. 

Workers  at  International  Playing 
Card  Co  Ltd  in  Windsor,  Ontario, 
members  of  UAW  Local  195,  have  won 
a  new  contract  which  adds  sexual  orien- 
tation to  an  existing  in-plant  no- 
discrimination  clause.  D 

Divorce  for  Bryant 
hurls  Rev  Campbell 

MIAMI  —  Claiming  that  she'd  "lived 
through  20  years  of  hell... I  had  to  get 
out  of  the  marriage  or  have  a  nervous 
breakdown,"  40-year-old  anti-gay  cru- 
sader Anita  Bryant  filed  for  divorce  in 
mid-May  from  her  husband  and  mana- 
ger, Bob  Green. 

Green  responded  by  publishing  an 
open  letter  in  the  Miami  Herald  in 
which  he  declared  "I  am  awaiting  your 
return  as  my  wife  and  the  mother  of  our 
children."  Bryant  noted  that  Green  is  a 
PR  wizard  and  said  that  she  doubted 
the  sincerity  of  his  appeal. 

Although  Bryant  still  embraces  her 
fundamentalist  Christian  faith,  she  says 
"What  happened  to  me  makes  me  un- 
derstand why  there  are  angry  women 
who  want  to  pass  the  ERA."  However, 
she  believes  that  feminism  "is  not  the 
answer,"  and  that  "I'm  living  proof 
that  role  reversal  between  men  and  wo- 
men just  doesn't  work." 

Differences  over  the  management  of 
Anita  Bryant  Ministries  (ABM)  appear 


to  have  been  a  factor  in  the  Bryant- 
Green  split.  Bryant  has  insisted  that  her 
name  be  removed  from  the  ministry  and 
its  activities. 

Ontario-based  evangelist  and  anti-gay 
crusader  Ken  Campbell  is  a  director  of 
ABM,  and  he  says  that  if  Bryant  hadn't 
insisted  on  the  name  change,  he  would 
have.  Campbell  claims  that  he  was 
"taken  for  a  ride"  by  Bryant  when  he 
organized  her  Canadian  anti-gay  tour  in 
1978,  and  he  confessed  to  his  Churchill 
Heights  Baptist  congregation  in  Scar- 
borough that  he  has  "considerable 
doubt  whether  she  (Bryant)  has  ever  met 
the  Lord." □ 

Grant  pays  students 
for  gay  summer  jobs 

OTTAWA  —  The  federal  government's 
Department  of  Manpower  and  Immig- 
ration has  awarded  nearly  $16,000  to 
gay  groups  in  Ottawa  and  Toronto 
under  its  summer  student  employment 
project. 

Toronto's  Gay  Community  Appeal 
received  a  $9,700  government  grant  to 
develop  a  co-operative  mailing  service 
for  the  Toronto  gay  community.  The 
grant  pays  the  salaries  from  June  to 
August  of  four  summer  students,  plus 
administrative  costs  of  developing  the 
service. 

The  service,  called  FYI  (For  Your 
Information)  plans  to  compile  a  mailing 
list  of  Toronto  lesbian  and  gay  male 
households  willing  to  receive  informa- 
tion and  promotional  material  from  gay 
organizations  and  businesses.  Names  of 
individuals  need  not  appear  on  the  lists, 
and  mail  will  be  directed  to  the  street 
address  only. 

Each  monthly  mailing  will  include  up 
to  8  full-page  advertisements  from  gay- 
oriented  businesses  and  community  or- 
ganizations. Businesses  will  pay  a  higher 
rate,  which  will  allow  many  non- 
commercial groups  to  reach  an  audience 
they  could  never  afford  to  on  their  own. 

In  September,  FYI  will  be  taken  over 
by  a  support  group  which  the  Appeal  is 
in  the  process  of  organizing.  FYI  will  be 
administering  both  the  mailing  co-oper- 
ative and  923-GAYS,  a  community  ser- 
vice providing  recorded  information 
about  local  gay  community  events.  The 
line  had  been  temporarily  out  of  service 
this  summer  due  to  organizational  and 
financial  problems. 

The  Appeal  will  be  holding  a  meeting 
to  set  up  FYI  on  Monday,  August  1 1,  at 
8  pm,  and  invites  those  interested  in 
working  with  FYI  to  create  an  efficient 
information  delivery  system  for  Toron- 
to's gay  and  lesbian  communities.  Call 
923-GAYS  for  the  location. 

Gays  of  Ottawa  also  received  a  feder- 
al grant  of  $6,264  for  its  summer  stu- 
dent project  on  "community  outreach 
and  group  understanding." 

The  three  university  students  hired 
for  the  project  will  establish  liaisons 
with  professionals,  social  service  agen- 
cies and  community  resource  centres  in 
the  Ottawa-Hull  area.  The  group,  which 
will  conduct  educational  sessions  with 
the  professionals  and  agencies  as  well  as 
compile  a  resource  manual,  can  be  con- 
tacted at  (613)  233-0152.  □ 
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Gairilla  Week  and  Quebec  Fete 
attract  10,000  to  gay  celebrations 


MONTREAL  —  Upwards  of  10,000 
gay  men  and  lesbians  participated  in  the 
second  annual  Gairilla  Week  — 
Montreal's  gay  and  lesbian  pride 
celebration  —  from  June  21  to  July  3, 
and  were  a  visible  presence  June  24  at  la 
fete  nationale  des  Quebecois  (Quebec's 
national  holiday,  formerly  St-Jean  Bap- 
tiste  Day.) 

Gay  organizers  were  also  pleasantly 
surprised  when  the  holiday  organizing 
committee  granted  $1,200  to  the  Asso- 
ciation pour  les  droits  de  la  commun- 
aut£  gaie  du  Quebec  (ADGQ)  to  hold  a 
specifically  gay  event  on  June  24.  A 
similar  request  had  been  turned  down 
last  year. 

Gairilla  Week  was  inaugurated  June 
21  with  a  gay  and  lesbian  pride  march 
that  finally  drew  300  people  to  a  picnic 
in  Park  Lafontaine.  On  the  way,  dem- 
onstrators stopped  in  front  of  the  re- 
cently raided  Sauna  David  to  hear 
speeches,  leave  flowers  on  the  sidewalk, 
and  place  a  large  pink  triangle  of  flow- 
ers above  the  entrance  to  the  sauna. 
Speakers  demanded  the  dropping  of  the 
approximately  200  criminal  charges  laid 
following  police  raids  on  the  David  and 
the  bar  Truxx.  One  organizer  led  the 
spirited  crowd  in  singing  Gille 
Vigneault's  popular  song,  "I  went  to 
the  sauna,  ma  serviette  dessous  le 
bras..." 

On  June  24,  gay  people  celebrated 
their  national  hoUday  at  Dominion 
Square  in  downtown  Montreal.  The  fes- 
tivities began  in  the  late  morning  with 
live  classical  music  and  "breakfast  on 
the  grass." 

During  the  afternoon  the  Compagnie 
du  soir  presented  its  giant  marionette 
show,  there  were  singers,  popular  Que- 
becois music,  chain  dances  and  oppor- 
tunities just  to  bake  in  the  sun.  An  es- 
timated 1,000  people  attended  these 
events,  including  a  good  number  of 
tourists  and  straights. 

At  one  point  in  the  afternoon  Jean- 
Paul  Champagne,  president  of  the 
Montreal-area  holiday  organizing  com- 
mittee, arrived  in  a  bus  with  an  entour- 
age of  clowns  and  journalists. 
Champagne  took  the  stage  to  wish 
everyone  a  "bonne  f§te." 

The  highlight  of  the  day  was  un- 


doubtedly the  open-air  dance  that  even- 
ing. Despite  the  enforcement  of  the 
city's  recently  adopted  by-law  prohibit- 
ing public  drinking,  an  estimated  3,000 
gay  men  and  lesbians  guzzled  Kool-Aid 
and  boogied  for  hours. 

Organized  by  the  new  gay  business 
group  Sortir  Inc,  the  first  Gay  Cinema 
Week  in  Canada  was  held  from  June  26 
to  July  2  at  a  community  college  in  the 
east  end.  An  art  exhibit  entitled 
"Garden  of  Fantasies"  was  also  on  dis- 
play during  the  film  festival. 

On  June  28  the  "Grande  danse  des 
Berdaches"  was  held  to  raise  funds  for 
ADGQ's  monthly  magazine,  Le 
Berdache.  The  week  came  to  a  close  Ju- 
ly 3  with  a  round  table  on  "Cinema  and 
Homosexuality."  Panelists  included 
well-known  filmmaker  Andre  Brassard, 
who  frequently  works  with  gay  play- 
wright Michel  Tremblay,  and  TBP  con- 
tributor Tom  Waugh. 

"It  surpassed  all  our  expectations," 
was  how  Pierre  Boileau,  one  of  the 
Gairilla  Week  organizers,  summed  up 
the  week.  "Above  all  it  was  a  demon- 
stration of  the  interrelationship  between 
gay  liberation  and  Quebecois 
nationalism." 

Stuart  Russell  D 

GATE  Vancouver 
passes  into  history 

VANCOUVER  —  One  of  Canada's 
oldest  and  highest-profile  gay  activist 
organizations,  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  (GATE),  has  announced  its 
dissolution. 

In  a  statement  issued  June  24,  the 
GATE  membership  cited  extreme  finan- 
cial pressures  and  "an  overtaxed  mem- 
bership of  a  handful  of  individuals 
spearheading  campaigns  that  realistical- 
ly require  input  from  more  of  the  gay 
community"  as  two  of  the  major  fac- 
tors in  the  10-year-old  organization's 
decision  to  close  up  shop.  GATE's 
newspaper,  Gay  Tide,  will  also  cease 
publication  after  seven  years  of  operat- 
ing "without  grants  or  subsidies  of  any 
kind,"  the  GATE  statement  said. 

Criticizing  "the  shifting  emphasis  to- 
ward social  services  and  lobbying... and 


Gay  celebrations  on  June  24  were  partly  funded  by  a  $1 ,200  grant 


Out  together:  Gairilla  Week's  June  21  gay  pride  march  left  flowers  at  the  door  of  the  recently 
raided  Sauna  David,  then  headed  to  a  picnic  and  festivities  in  Pare  Lafontaine 


the  illusion  in  the  gay  male  community 
that  our  rights  have  been  won,"  GATE 
said  it  has  "no  illusion"  that  "real 
freedom"  is  possible  "without  a  com- 
plete restructuring  of  society's  institu- 
tions." 

As  GATE'S  statement  pointed  out, 
the  organization  was  well  known  in  the 
Canadian  gay  movement  for  its  "no 
compromise"  positions  on  key  issues, 
several  of  which  were  adopted  as  policy 
by  the  entire  movement.  GATE'S  posi- 
tions on  "no  liaison  with  the  police," 
"self-determination  for  Quebec,"  and 
"abolition  of  all  age  of  consent  laws" 
have  had  an  important  effect  on  the  de- 
velopment of  policy  and  strategy  in  the 
gay  movement. 

GATE  achieved  national  prominence 
when  the  refusal  of  the  Vancouver  Sun 
to  print  a  simple  classified  ad  giving 
subscription  information  for  Gay  Tide 
resulted  in  a  human  rights  tribunal  find- 
ing in  favour  of  GATE.  The  award 
made  against  the  Sun  resulted  in  a  court 
case  that  eventually  reached  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  where 
GATE  finally  lost  by  a  6-3  vote. 

"We  must  continue  to  demand  com- 
plete equality,"  the  GATE  statement 
concluded,  adding  that  "the  gay  com- 
munity has  to  eliminate  its  own  sexism 
and  racism  and  develop  a  class  con- 
sciousness." 
Paul  TrollopeD 


MCC  Task  Force 
to  aid  Cubans  in  US 

BOLTON,  ON  —  An  estimated  10,000 
to  12,000  gay  and  lesbian  Cuban  refu- 
gees being  held  in  US  military  camps 
will  be  helped  by  Metropolitan 
Community  Church. 

MCC  ministers  from  Eastern  Canada, 
Eastern  USA  and  England  met  here 
June  17-19.  They  pledged  nearly 
$60,000  and  established  a  special  Task 
Force  working  out  of  Los  Angeles  to 
communicate  with  the  US  government, 
while  also  seeking  sponsors  and  money 
to  get  the  refugees  out  of  the  camps 
They  will  work  in  conjunction  with  the 
<  .irtcr  Administration's  Intcragcno 
Task  Force,  the  International  Rescue 


Commission,  and  the  US  Catholic  Con- 
ference to  improve  the  lot  of  these  men 
and  women,  who  have  escaped  what  has 
been  termed  "Castroite  homophobia." 
Cheques  for  US  tax-deductible  dona- 
tions (payable  to  "UFMCC  Cuban 
Refugee  Relief  Fund")  may  be  sent  to 
Dale  Leeche,  c/o  UFMCC,  5300  Santa 
Monica  Blvd.  Suite  304,  Los  Angeles, 
California  90029.  Further  information 
may  also  be  obtained  by  writing  Leeche, 
or  calling  him  at  (213)  464-5100.  Per- 
sons in  the  vicinities  of  the  three  camps 
who  are  fluent  in  Spanish  and /or  have 
expertise  in  Cuban  culture  are  especially 
urged  to  contact  him.D 

Liberals  reaffirm 
gay  rights  protection 

WINNIPEG  —  On  July  5  the  biennial 
national  convention  of  the  Liberal  Party 
adopted  a  resolution  to  broaden  the 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Act  to  include 
"political  belief,  sexual  orientation  and 
mental  handicap"  as  proscribed 
grounds  of  discrimination.  The  resolu- 
tion, which  was  passed  by  a  vote  of 
nearly  2  to  1,  also  recommended 
broadening  protection  for  the  physically 
disabled  to  cover  not  only  employment 
but  also  the  provision  of  goods,  ser- 
vices, facilities  and  accomodation. 

The  strengthened  resolution  including 
the  sexual  orientation  amendment 
replaces  a  similar  one  passed  at  the  1978 
Liberal  convention.  The  previous  one 
had  called  for  the  addition  of  "sexual 
preference"  to  the  Human  Rights  Act. 
In  the  period  following  that  convention, 
however.  Liberal  Party  leaders  profess- 
ed not  to  know  of  any  such  polics 

The  sexual  orientation  amendment 
was  brought  to  Winnipeg  alter  having 
been  passed  overwhelmingh  by  the 
Toronto  and  District  delegates  at  their 
June  5  meeting  at  Osgoodc  Hall.  It  had 
been  proposed  by  day  and  I  csbian 
1  [bend  member  Peter  Maloncv 

With  the  clarified  Liberal  Party 
polio  rod  the  April  28  rcciMiuneiKi.it ion 
of  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission, the  rtudeui  govenuneni  now 
has  no  excuse  not  to  add  sexual  onenta 
tion  to  the  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Act.D 
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We  spent  $7,315.11 
to  win  gay  rights. 

They  spent  $138,043.00 
to  defeat  gay  rights. 


The  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO)  spent  $7,315.11  for  the  year 
ending  March  3 1 ',  1980.  The  so-called  "Christian"  anti-gay  lobby  Renaissance 
International,  headed  by  Ken  Campbell,  spent  $138,043.00  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1978,  according  to  their  Public  Information  Return,  Form 
T3010,  from  Revenue  Canada. 

CGRO  has  been  working  for  five  years  to  have  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code  amended  to  protect  lesbians  and  gay  men.  CGRO  lobbies  Queen 's  Park 
and  provides  a  constant  stream  of  gay-positive  information  to  every  one  of  the 
125  MPPS.  CGRO  obtains  support  from  religious,  political,  labour  and  other 
organizations  and  associations  in  Ontario.  CGRO's  Grassroots  Organizer 
Robin  Hardy  works  throughout  the  province  helping  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
organize  themselves.  CGRO  engages  in  extensive  public  education. 

Are  you  a  member?  Have  you  contributed? 

Frank,  a  CGRO  member  writes:  "I  have  donated  $205.00  altogether  to  the 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  to  help  get  'sexual  orientation'  included  in 
the  Human  Rights  Code....  lam  57  years  old  and  not  very  far  from  retirement. 
I  made  a  fairly  big  donation  because  to  me  it  is  a  moral  issue,  based  on  my 
owm  personal  experiences  of  being  a  helpless  victim  to  the  mental  cruelties 
inflicted  by  an  anti-gay  society  many  years  ago. " 

Make  a  contribution  as 

part  of  CGRO 's  growing  membership. 


LeVs  make  it  a  fair  fight  I 


f 


.Enrol  me  as  a  member  of  CGRO  ($10) 

□  Enrol  me  as  a  member  of  the  Families 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Cays 
(FFLAC)($2) 
I  wish  lo  contribute  S 

/  wish  to  pledge  S per  month 

for months 

I  wish  to  volunteer  my  time  to  the 
campaign. 

Q/  am  not  able  to  contribute  financially 
at  present,  but  you  can  put  my  name  on 
the  mailing  list  of  □  CGRO  OFFLA C 
You  may         [    You  may  not 
use  my  name  with  my  member  of  the 
Ontario  legislature. 

Name   


H  /  have  enclosed  a  cheque  or  money  order 

□/  wish  to  charge  the  above  membership 
and  contribution  amounts  to  Visa  or 
Mastercharge;  my  charge  information  is 
given  below. 


Charge  my  contribution  to: 
□  Visa  OMastercharge 

card  number 


Expiry  date 
Signature  _ 


Address 


City 


Postal  Code. 


Telephone 
Signature  _ 


Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  CGRO  or  FFLA  G.  Mail  to:  The  Coalition 
for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario,  Box  822,  Station  A  Toronto,  Ontario  M5W 1G3,  or  to 
FFLAG,  29  Granby  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  MSB  1H8. 


Board  sets  date 
for  gay  liaison  meet 

TORONTO  —  The  Toronto  Board  of 
Education  may  be  more  willing  to  estab- 
lish a  liaison  with  the  city's  gay  /lesbian 
community  than  a  news  report  in  the 
June/ July  issue  of  TBP  suggested. 

At  the  June  meeting  of  the  board, 
Ward  3  Trustee  Tony  Silipo  recommend- 
ed that  the  board  give  an  official  hear- 
ing to  the  ad  hoc  group  of  Toronto  les- 
bians and  gay  men  who  have  been 
working  for  the  establishment  of  a  liai- 
son committee  for  the  past  year  and  a 
half.  This  hearing  will  take  place  at  the 
board's  offices  on  College  Street  on 
Monday,  July  28. 

Activist  John  Argue,  who  has  been 
leading  the  ad  hoc  group,  sees  this  as  a 
very  positive  step.  Board  Chairperson 
Fiona  Nelson,  who  has  effectively 
stalled  debate  on  the  issue  in  the  past, 
may  be  bypassed  if  this  tactic  is  suc- 
cessful. 

The  final  report  of  the  Task  Force  on 
Students'  Rights  and  Responsibilities 
was  also  adopted  at  the  June  board 
meeting.  As  a  result,  students  and 
teachers  will  receive  a  revised  student 
handbook  this  fall  which  will  tell  them 
that  the  topic  of  "Lesbian /Gay  Rights 
as  Minorities  in  the  Schools"  is  "under 
study"  by  the  board.  In  a  section  on 
guidance  and  counselling  services,  the 
handbook  will  state  that  "students  shall 
be  provided  with  guidance  that  will 
make  them  aware  of  racial,  ethnic,  sex 
role  and  sexual  preference  stereotyping 
and  its  influence  on  the  perception  and 
planning  of  students'  school  and  life 
careers.  "□ 


from  his  threats." 

• 

TORONTO  —  The  17  men  still  facing 
charges  of  being  found  in  a  common 
bawdy  house  as  a  result  of  the  Decem- 
ber 9,  1978  raid  on  The  Barracks,  a 
Toronto  steambath,  appeared  in  court 
once  again  June  4. 

Originally  23  men  were  charged  as 
found-ins.  Five  have  pleaded  guilty  and 
one  has  apparently  left  the  jurisdiction. 
The  remaining  17  were  all  remanded  by 
Provincial  Judge  Peter  Wilch  to  No- 
vember 13,  when  they  will  have  to  ap- 
pear in  court  for  about  the  eighth  time. 

No  trial  date  has  yet  been  set  for  ei- 
ther the  alleged  keepers  or  the  "found- 
ins.".  □ 


EMI 


TORONTO  —  The  Ontario  provincial 
Police  Force  (OPP)  was  given  permis- 
sion May  20  to  appeal  the  March  21  de- 
cision of  three  judges  of  the  Divisional 
Court  ordering  openly  gay  Constable 
Paul  Head  reinstated  to  the  OPP  and 
awarding  him  his  legal  costs. 

Head's  lawyer,  Paul  Osier,  told  TBP 
he  did  not  expect  the  OPP's  appeal  to 
be  heard  until  the  fall.  Also  still  on  the 
agenda  is  an  application  by  Head  to 
quash  a  new  internal  police  disciplinary 
charge  laid  against  him  immediately 
after  the  Court  ordered  him  reinstated. 

Meanwhile,  Head  appeared  in  Pro- 
vincial Court  in  St  Catharines  June  12 
on  a  new  charge  of  indecent  assault 
male  (TBP,  June/ July).  He  elected  to 
be  tried  by  a  court  composed  of  a  judge 
and  a  jury,  and  the  case  was  adjourned 
to  October  22. 

• 

HULL  —  An  18-year-old  youth  says  he 
confessed  to  setting  1 1  fires  in  this  city 
in  the  last  six  months  so  that  he  could 
go  to  prison  to  escape  threats  a  homo- 
sexual man  was  making  against  him. 
Staff  Sergeant  Pierre  Poirier  of  the 
Hull  Police  told  a  Quebec  fire  commis- 
sioner June  17  that  the  young  man  told 
him  he  set  the  fires  "because  he  has  a 
horrible  fear  of  this  (homosexual)  man 
and  he  wants  to  go  to  prison  to  get  away 


The  Bi-national  Lesbian  Conference 
Coordinating  Committee  is  seeking  in- 
put from  women  on  themes  and  content 
for  their  May  16-18,  1981  conference  in 
Vancouver.  Write:  Box  65563,  Stn  F, 
Vancouver,  BC. 

A  Spiritual  Gathering  for  Radical 
Fairies  is  slated  for  August  11-15  in  the 
Colorado  Rockies.  Campsite  and  vege- 
tarian meals  are.  covered  by  the  $90  fee. 
Pre-registration  is  a  must.  Contact: 
SGFRF,  Box  18583,  Denver,  CO  80218, 
or  phone  Pat  or  Don  at  (303)  377-7280. 

• 
Also  in  the  bucolic  backwoods:  A  free- 
form  conference,  sponsored  jointly  by 
Dragonfly  Farm  and  Communities  for 
Study  and  Action,  who  will  supply 
space,  a  ramshackle  kitchen  and  meet- 
ing hall,  and  leave  the  agenda  to  the 
participants.  That's  August  11-25, 
Dragonfly  Farm,  near  Lake  St  Peter 
(SE  of  Algonquin  Park).  Bring  camping 
gear,  $3 /day  for  food,  your  "musical 
instruments,  your  magic  and  your 
friends."  Information  available  from 
Dragonfly,  Lake  St  Peter,  Ontario 
K0L  2K0. 

In  Sunny  Vancouver:  the  debut  of 
Gayblevision.  A  group  of  West  Coast 
gay  men  and  lesbians  has  produced  the 
first  of  what  is  hoped  to  be  a  weekly 
half-hour  series  on  Cable  10  Communi- 
ty TV.  The  group's  immediate  goal  is 
the  acquisition  of  a  camera  and  editing 
equipment.  Contact  Greg  Cutts  at  (604) 
684-3564.  , 

Men  interested  in  establishing  an  Anti- 
sexist  resource  centre  in  Toronto  are 
urged  to  attend  and  contribute  ideas  to 
a  meeting  at  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm  on 
August  14.  Phone  Jim  or  Ken  at 

534-2714. 

• 

The  Toronto  Organization  of  United 
Church  Homosexuals  (TOUCH)  invites 
interested  persons  to  Sunday  Brunch, 
September  7.  For  details,  write: 
TOUCH,  Box  249,  Stn  E,  Toronto 
M6H  4E2. 

Gays  of  Thunder  Bay  meets  Tuesdays  to 
plan  educational  and  fundraising  events 
directed  toward  the  founding  of  a  per- 
manent community  centre.  GTB,  Box 
2155,  Thunder  Bay,  ON.D 
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There's  this  funny  Montreal  custom. 
Every  time  a  bath  gets  raided, 

it  burns  down. 


Posties  first  federal  employees 
to  win  protection  for  gay  workers 


OTTAWA  —  The  Canadian  Union  of 
Postal  Workers  (CUPW)  has  won  a  vic- 
tory for  gay  rights. 

In  May  the  powerful  union  persuaded 
the  federal  government  —  a  government 
which  has  so  far  resisted  all  attempts  to 
include  gays  in  human  rights  legislation 
—  to  add  a  no-discrimination  clause 
protecting  gays  in  its  latest  contract. 
The  contract  was  ratified  June  2  by 
CUPW  members  and  approved  by 
Treasury  Board  the  following  day. 

It  is  the  first  time  that  any  gay  em- 
ployees of  federal  government  depart- 
ments have  been  awarded  such  protec- 
tion. It  will  be  difficult  now  for  the 
government,  having  signed  this  contract 
with  CUPW,  to  argue  against  including 
gays  in  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
and  the  Canadian  Bill  of  Rights. 

CUPW  told  TBP  that  the  employer 
(Treasury  Board  and  the  Post  Office) 
argued  at  conciliation  hearings  against 
the  union  proposal  to  add  sexual  orien- 
tation. Chuck  Victerton,  a  union 
spokesperson,  said  the  employer 
claimed  there  was  no  need  for  it  since 
there  was  "no  problem."  Homosexuals, 
he  said,  were  already  protected  under 
the  Public  Service  Staff  Relations  Act, 
the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act  and 


Quebec  gay  priest 
brutally  murdered 

GATINEAU,  PQ  —  A  20-year-old  man 
from  Hull  has  been  charged  with  first 
degree  murder  in  the  stabbing  death  of 
Roger  Rinfret,  a  popular  priest  in  the 
town  of  Masson,  Quebec. 

The  body  of  Father  Rinfret  was 
found  in  a  motel  in  Gatineau  on  March 
31st.  He  had  been  stabbed  13  times. 

A  17-year-old  Gatineau  youth  told  a 
coroner's  inquest  June  13  that  he 
watched  his  20-year-old  friend  knife  the 
priest  repeatedly.  The  youth,  a  juvenile 
under  Quebec  law,  testified  that  Rinfret 
picked  him  and  his  friend  up  outside  the 
Chateau  Laurier  in  Ottawa,  offering 
each  of  them  $20  for  "a  party  of 
three." 

The  youth  testified  that  before  being 
picked  up  they  had  been  drinking  and 
had  taken  amphetamines.  He  also  said 
that  his  20-year-old  friend  asked  if  he 
wanted  to  "knock  someone's  head 
off." 

Rinfret  took  them  to  a  motel  and, 
once  inside  the  room,  the  juvenile  testi- 
fied, "The  man  asked  me  to  kiss  him.  I 
told  him  I  didn't  like  that  sort  of 
thing... Then  I  saw  (the  20-year-old) 
jump  at  him  and  stab  him  in  the  back." 

The  local  media  revelled  in  the  details 
of  the  murder.  "Homosexual  party  led 
to  priest's  murder:  youth"  screamed  the 
page-one  headline  in  the  Ottawa 
Journal. 

This  was  the  second  murder  of  a  gay 
person  in  the  Ottawa  area  in  the  last 
year. 

In  April,  a  15-year-old  male  prosti- 
tute was  made  a  ward  of  the  Crown  and 
sentenced  to  training  school  until  his 


the  Anti-Discrimination  Bureau  of  the 
Public  Service  Commission. 

This,  of  course,  is  incorrect. 

Victerton  said  the  employer's  "final" 
offer  on  April  3  didn't  include  sexual 
orientation.  In  the  conciliation  board 
report  which  was  released  May  16, 
chairperson  Germain  Jutras  went  along 
with  the  union's  proposal.  "We  cannot 
see  why  employees  should  be  discrimin- 
ated against  on  account  of  their  sexual 
orientation,"  he  wrote.  "This  has 
nothing  to  do  with  their  work  and  con- 
cerns the  private  life  of  the  employee." 
The  union  representative  on  the  board 
obviously  supported  the  chairperson's 
views,  but  the  employer's  representative 
did  not  comment. 

Then  came  the  marathon  negotiating 
session  May  20,  with  Postmaster 
General  Andre  Ouellet,  CUPW  Presi- 
dent Jean-Claude  Parrot  and  Dennis 
McDermott,  President  of  the  Canadian 
Labour  Congress.  The  union  insisted 
that  the  entire  conciliator's  report  "as  a 
package,"  represented  their  minimum 
demand. 

And  that's  virtually  what  they  got. 
The  contract  runs  until  3 1  December 
1980. □ 


1 8th  birthday  for  the  murder  of  Emile 
Brady,  manager  of  an  Ottawa  clothing 
store.  The  juvenile  claimed  Brady  was 
trying  to  blackmail  him  into  having  sex 
for  free  instead  of  for  the  $20  fee  Brady 
had  been  paying  for  each  visit  to  his 
condominium  apartment. 

David  GarmaiseD 

Coalition  forms  to  kill 
prostitution  by-law 

MONTREAL  —  A  coalition  of  gays, 
women  and  concerned  citizens  has 
launched  a  protest  against  a  by-law 
adopted  by  Montreal  City  Council 
which  prohibits  anyone  from  remaining 
in  a  public  place  for  the  purposes  of 
prostitution. 

By-law  5464,  passed  May  26, 
stipulates  that  "it  is  forbidden  to  re- 
main in  a  public  place  for  purposes  of 
prostitution  or  to  approach  another  per- 
son for  the  same  purposes  in  such  a 
place."  The  maximum  fine  is  $1,000. 

The  same  evening  another  by-law  was 
adopted  prohibiting  drinking  alcoholic 
beverages  in  a  public  place. 

The  following  week  the  Groupe  de 
pression  80-81  —  which  demands  the 
repeal  of  both  by-laws  —  was  formed 
by  the  Montreal  Citizen's  Movement, 
the  Ligue  des  droits  et  libertes,  and 
women's  and  gay  groups,  including  the 
Association  pour  les  droits  de  la  com- 
munautc  gaic  du  Quebec  (ADGQ). 

A  demonstration  June  16  brought  350 
people  —  including  many  gays  and  les- 
bians —  to  a  picket  at  city  hall  to  pro- 
test the  by-laws.  Gay  activists  point  out 
the  by-law  is  dangerous  because  it  is  suf- 
ficiently vague  to  be  used  even  against 
anyone  cruising  in  a  public  place. 


By-law  5464  was  requested  by  the  Ser- 
vice de  police  de  la  communaut6  ur- 
baine  de  Montreal,  the  top  police  body. 
The  explanatory  notes  to  the  by-law 
read  that  "in  certain  parks,  young  boys 
are  sometimes  picked  up  by  homosex- 
uals..." Yvon  de  Grace,  commander  of 
the  city's  infamous  morality  squad,  told 
The  Gazette  that  his  squad  will  use  the 
by-law  to  keep  a  "close  eye"  on  trans- 
vestites  who,  he  claimed,  "account  for 
40  per  cent  of  offenders." 

The  Groupe  de  pression  80-81  is 
counselling  persons  charged  under  the 
by-law  to  plead  not  guilty  and  contact 
Legal  Aid  or  the  Ligue  des  droits  et 
libertes  for  advice. 

A  committee  of  lawyers  working  with 
the  group  is  considering  launching  a 
challenge  to  the  constitutional  validity 
of  the  regulation.  The  Groupe  de  pres- 
sion 80-81  can  be  contacted  at  (514) 
527-8551. 

Stuart  Russell  □ 

Arson  suspected 
as  fire  guts  sauna 

MONTREAL  —  Just  twelve  days  after 
police  raided  the  Sauna  David  and 
charged  61  men  with  being  found-ins  in 
a  common  bawdy  house,  the  building 
was  gutted  by  fire.  Although  no  one  has 
been  charged,  arson  is  suspected  in  the 
May  5  destruction  of  the  Saint-Denis  St 
bath. 

It  seems  a  Montreal  custom  that  gay 
baths  burn  shortly  after  being  raided.  In 
1975  the  Sauna  Aquarius  was  complete- 
ly destroyed  by  fire  following  a  police 
raid,  and  in  1976  the  Club  Bath  Mon- 
treal also  burned  down  following  a  raid. 

Meanwhile,  all  the  men  charged  in  the 
Sauna  David  raid  appeared  in  Montreal 
Municipal  Court  June  18,  and  were  re- 
manded to  various  dates  in  the  next  six 
months.  Four  of  the  men  charged  as 
found-ins  attempted  to  enter  guilty 
pleas,  but  the  presiding  judge  refused  to 


accept  the  pleas  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  premature. 

A  defence  committee  composed  of 
about  20  of  the  accused  has  been 
formed  by  found-in  Francois  Brunet, 
and  preliminary  preparation  for  the 
trials  has  begun. 

Stuart  Russell  D 

Cop  body  dismisses 
beating  complaint 

TORONTO  —  The  Metropolitan 
Toronto  Citizen's  Complaint  Bureau 
has  dismissed  as  unfounded  a  complaint 
made  by  a  gay  man  who  claimed  to  have 
seen  police  officers  beating  another  man 
who  had  been  taken  out  of  Les 
Cavaliers  restaurant  (TBP,  June  /July). 

Staff  Sergeant  James  Flynn  of  the 
complaint  bureau  told  TBP  he  had  con- 
cluded his  investigation  and  no  charges 
would  be  laid.  He  said  the  alleged  victim 
of  the  beating  gave  police  investigators  a 
different  story  from  that  told  by  the 
man  filing  the  complaint. 

Flynn  said  he  could  not  give  any  fur- 
ther details  about  the  matter,  and  that 
as  far  as  he  was  concerned  the  matter 
was  closed. 

The  complaint  bureau,  staffed  by 
Metro  Toronto  police  officers,  investi- 
gates complaints  against  the  police,  and 
lays  charges  if  it  finds  such  complaints 
justified. 

Paul  TrollopeD 


923-GAYS  is  back 

Toronto  gays  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
923-GAYS,  the  information  phone 
line,  has  weathered  some  financial  and 
administrative  problems  and  is  back  in 
service.  The  phone  line  had  been 
temporarily  disconnected  bv  Bell. 

This  fall,  923-GAYS  will  be  part  of 
a  wider  information  network.  See 
news  story  page  10  for  details.  □ 


Before  the  storm:  Aboul  100  demonstrators  marched  in  Brampton  May  31  to  demand  amend- 
ments to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code,  and  reform  of  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  Police  Commis- 
sion Brampton  is  the  site  of  the  riding  office  of  Ontario  Premier  Bill  Davis 

The  turn-oul  was  described  as  disappointingly  small  More  than  half  of  the  participants  were 
gays,  though  organizers  had  hoped  tor  a  larger  coalition  of  minorities  Rain,  a  tornado  and  a 
power  failure  further  dampened  the  marchers'  spirits 
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Beating  the  drum  against  censorship: 
when  you  can't  get  them  to  come  around, 
try  to  get  around  them. . . 


United  Church  General  Council 
to  debate  gay-positive  study 


TORONTO  —  Sex  will  be  on  the  agen- 
da for  delegates  to  the  28th  General 
Council  of  the  United  Church  of  Can- 
ada when  it  meets  in  Halifax  in  early 
August.  A  study  document  entitled  In 
God's  Image. ..Male  and  Female,  which 
has  been  prepared  by  a  ten-member 
Task  Force  on  Human  Sexuality  of  the 
Church's  Division  of  Mission  in  Can- 
ada, will  be  debated  by  the  council.  If  it 
is  accepted,  the  document  would  then 
be  authorized  for  further  study  within 
the  Church. 

Discussions  by  local  congregations 
would  take  place  over  the  next  two 
years  and  lead  to  a  Statement  on  Hu- 
man Sexuality  at  the  29th  General 
Council,  in  1982.  Only  at  that  time 
would  the  study's  rather  progressive 
views  on  sexuality  become  official 
teachings  of  the  Church. 

One  of  the  main  areas  in  which  the 
document  seeks  to  improve  the 
Church's  understanding  of  human  sex- 
uality is  in  its  treatment  of  gays.  The 
following  quotations  convey  a  sense  of 
the  Task  Force's  views: 

•  "We  are  accountable  to  God,  our- 
selves and  others  for  our  sexual  behavi- 
our and  attitudes,  but  not  for  our  sexual 
orientation." 

•  People  err  when  they  "single  out  the 
gay  person  who  seduces  a  child,  but  do 
not  report  the  fact  that  the  majority  of 
(child)  seducers  are  heterosexual." 

•  "We  fear  that  our  children  will  be- 
come homosexual  if  exposed  to  gays, 


without  realizing  that  sexual  orientation 
is  probably  established  long  before  they 
have  met  a  gay  person." 

•  "Many  persons  wish  to  make  a  lasting 
legal  and  spiritual  covenant  with  one 
another.  They  seek  the  legal  protection 
of  a  homosexual  union,  the  support  of 
an  affirming  church  congregation  and 
community,  granted  to  other  couples  in 
building  lasting  relationships." 

•  "There  is  no  valid  justification  for  re- 
jecting homosexual  persons  as  parents 
...  Models  of  love,  caring,  sharing, 
honesty,  fidelity,  commitment  and 
Christian  community  are  far  more  sig- 
nificant contributions  to  a  child's  wel- 
fare than  is  the  primary  erotic  response 
of  those  with  whom  they  live." 

•  "A  person's  sexual  orientation  should 
not  be  grounds  for... discrimination. 

•  "In  the  present  climate  of  society,  the 
task  of  ministry,  difficult  in  any  case,  is 
especially  difficult  for  (gay  ministers). 
They  will  need  all  their  maturity  and 
much  pastoral  support  if  they  are  to 
succeed.  The  fact  is  that  some  do  suc- 
ceed, and  do  it  admirably." 

The  document  also  tackles  progres- 
sively other  aspects  of  sexuality.  Mas- 
turbation "gives  the  young  person  an 
experiential  awareness  of  his/her  sexual 
response  cycle."  Sexual  fantasy  is  seen 
as  something  which  can  enrich  a  sexual 
relationship,  and  be  useful  for  rehears- 
ing sexual  behaviour. 

The  study  was  first  reported  to  the 
public  in  the  March,  1980  issue  of  The 


Toronto  played  host  June  19-22  to  hundreds  of  the  gay  deaf  here  for  the  fourth  an- 
nual convention  of  the  National  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf  (NRSD).  Hosted  by 
the  local  York  Rainbow  Society,  the  event  attracted  delegates  from  Montreal,  Van- 
couver and  19  Rainbow  societies  in  the  US. 

One  of  the  big  hit  events  of  the  weekend  was  a  talent  and  personality  pageant  to 
select  Mr  and  Ms  NRSD  of  1980.  Debbie  Sampson  (right)  of  the  Sundial  Rainbow 
Society  of  the  Deaf  in  Rochester,  New  York,  got  the  nod  from  the  judges  as  Ms 
NRSD.  Danny  Nelson  of  the  Buckeye  Rainbow  Society  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  won  the 
title  Mr  NRSD  of  1980. 

There  was  also  a  contest  for  the  best  skit  put  on  by  a  group,  and  first  prize  here 
went  to  Montreal's  Association  des  Bons  Gens  Sourds  (left)  for  a  hilarious  skit  on 
the  trials  of  a  very  drunk  young  man  on  the  make.  □ 


United  Church  Observer.  On  the  basis 
of  that  article,  the  media  and  many  of 
the  church's  members  reacted  with 
alarm. 

Rev  Eilert  Frerichs,  United  Church 
chaplain  at  the  University  of  Toronto, 
viewed  the  study  as  a  significant  step 
towards  a  theology  of  human  sexuality. 
"The  relationship  between  capitalism 
and  male  dominance  is  not  taken  suffi- 
ciently into  account  in  the  document's 
analysis  of  sexism,  however,"  Frerichs 
said.  He  also  noted  a  failure  to  deal 
with  the  sexual  needs  of  children 
(although  the  report  does  criticize  the 
homophobia  of  Canada's  age-of- 
consent  legislation),  and  a  silence  on  the 
ethics  of  so-called  promiscuity,  an  im- 
portant fact  of  life  for  gays  and  single 
heterosexuals. 

If  the  lettersto  the  editor  of  The 
Observer  (42  to  one  against  the  report  at 
press  time  for  the  June  issue)  are  a  reli- 
able indication  of  how  the  General 
Council  delegates  will  think,  an  easy 
passage  does  not  seem  imminent  in 
Halifax.  □ 

Tories  defeated 
on  police  review 

TORONTO  —  The  Conservative 
government's  widely  criticized  civilian 
review  procedures  bill  to  handle  com- 
plaints against  Metro  police  was  de- 
feated in  the  provincial  legislature  June 
10.  Undaunted  by  the  defeat,  however, 
Attorney  General  Roy  McMurtry  is  now 
considering  bypassing  the  legislative 
process  by  appointing  through  cabinet 
order  a  commissioner  to  review  civilian 
complaints. 

Minority  and  progressive  civic  leaders 
have  long  demanded  an  independent  re- 
view board  to  handle  civilian  complaints 
against  police.  Under  the  defeated  bill, 
complaints  would  first  have  been  inves- 
tigated by  the  police  themselves,  then 
passed  on  to  a  public  complaints  board 
if  the  complainant  was  not  satisfied. 
Both  provincial  opposition  parties  had 
warned  the  minority  government  they 
would  defeat  the  bill  if  an  independent 
civilian  board  were  not  involved  from 
the  outset. 

Despite  widespread  criticism  of  the 
bill,  both  McMurtry  and  Premier  Bill 
Davis  characterized  its  defeat  as  an  at- 
tack on  the  Metro  police  force  by  the 
opposition  parties.  Police  Commission 
Chairman  Phil  Givens,  Metro  Chairman 
(and  police  commissioner)  Paul  God- 
frey, and  Deputy  Police  Chief  Jack 
Marks  were  also  critical  of  the  bill's 
defeat. 

McMurtry's  alternative  proposal  — 
that  there  be  a  commissioner  appointed 
by  cabinet  —  would  be  even  less  effec- 
tive in  dealing  with  complaints  than  the 
government's  defeated  bill.  Without 
statutory  authority,  the  commissioner 
would  be  virtually  powerless  and  could 
do  no  more  than  make  suggestions  to 
the  police  department  regarding  civilian 
complaints. 

To  no  one's  surprise,  Metro  police 
have  indicated  to  McMurtry  that  they 
would  co-operate  with  his  proposed 
complaints  commissioner. 

Robert  Trow  □ 


Anti-censor  group 
to  show  Tin  Drum 

TORONTO  —  The  Tin  Drum,  the 
Academy  Award  winning  film  which  re- 
cently took  a  beating  from  Ontario's 
Film  Censor  Board,  may  yet  find  its 
way  onto  a  Toronto  screen  —  intact. 

The  Coalition  Against  Censorship,  a 
Toronto  group  endorsed  by  over  12  or- 
ganizations, including  The  Body  Politic, 
will  ask  a  Canadian  distributor  to  offer 
a  private  Toronto  screening  of  the 
movie  this  summer. 

The  film  was  barred  from  Ontario 
theatres  in  May  because  its  distributor, 
New  World  Pictures  (NWP)  of  Los 
Angeles,  refused  to  make  three  cuts 
demanded  by  the  censor  board. 

However,  if  the  coalition  persuades 
New  World  Mutual  of  Canada,  a 
branch  of  NWP,  to  show  The  Tin  Drum 
free  of  charge  and  unadvertised  to  a  by- 
invitation-only  audience,  the  censor 
board  can't  intervene.  Such  private 
screenings  lie  beyond  its  jurisdiction. 

The  screening  will  be  the  first  step 
in  coalition  efforts  to  have  the  board 
abolished  and  replaced  by  a  film  classi- 
fication system. 

The  second  step,  according  to  coali- 
tion member  Gary  Williams,  will  be  a 
panel  and  public  forum  held  after  the 
movie. 

"The  forum  will  take  place  even  if 
NWM  refuses  to  bring  The  Tin  Drum  to 
Toronto,"  Williams  added. 

An  advertisement  announcing  the  co- 
alition's existence  will  run  in  a  major 
Toronto  paper  this  month.  It  will  in- 
clude the  42-word  statement  which  or- 
ganizations were  asked  to  support, 
along  with  demands  for  the  uncut  show- 
ing of  The  Tin  Drum  and  the  abolition 
of  the  censor  board. 

Open  meetings  to  plan  the  screening 
and  forum  are  held  each  Wednesday  in 
Room  326,  University  College,  Univer- 
sity of  Toronto. 

Fay  OrrD 

Walking  arm  in  aim, 
two  women  beaten 

TORONTO  —  Two  women,  walking 
with  their  arms  around  each  other,  were 
beaten  and  robbed  of  $275  June  30  at 
12:30  am  on  Dundas  Street  near 
Mutual. 

The  women,  both  in  their  early  twen- 
ties, were  heading  home  from  a  bar 
when  they  were  grabbed  from  behind  by 
two  men  and  severely  punched  and 
kicked. 

Police  patrolling  the  area  took  the  un- 
conscious women  to  Toronto  General 
Hospital.  They  were  released  later  that 
morning. 

One  woman  suffered  a  concussion, 
the  other  a  serious  eye  injury.  Both  re- 
ceived bruises  and  facial  lacerations.  No 
charges  were  laid. 

"Since  they  had  no  idea  who  the  men 
were  or  what  they  looked  like,  they  saw 
no  point  in  laying  charges,"  explained 
Mariana  Valverde,  a  friend  of  one  of  the 
victims.  When  asked  if  they  were  any 
more  fearful  as  a  result  of  the  incident, 
both  women  replied,  "We  feel  more 
anger  than  anything  else."D 
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McKay  continues  attacks 
on  gay  and  black  leaders 


TORONTO  —  At  a  public  meeting  in 
May,  Metro  police  commissioner  Win- 
field  McKay  continued  his  attacks  on 
gay  activist  George  Hislop  and  black 
leader  Dudley  Laws. 

Under  the  guise  of  explaining  pre- 
vious insulting  remarks  made  about 
both  men,  McKay  elaborated  his  view 
that  racism  is  a  non-issue  in  the  police 
force,  accusing  Laws  of  "producing 
human  bombs"  with  his  militant  at- 
titudes to  police-minority  relations. 

McKay  then  expressed  concern  that 
George  Hislop  might  be  elected  as 
Canada's  first  openly  gay  alderman  in 
the  civic  elections  in  November.  McKay 
drew  attention  to  charges  outstanding 
against  Hislop  as  co-owner  of  the  Bar- 
racks steambath  raided  by  police  in 
December  1978.  "If  that  guy  is 
elected,"  he  said,  "I  just  don't  under- 
stand what  goes  on  in  the  minds  of 
people  who  will  elect  (him)..." 

Both  the  Metro  police  commission 
and  Attorney  General  Roy  McMurtry 
had  refused  to  deal  with  insulting 
remarks  made  by  McKay  previously. 
This  time,  McMurtry  said  McKay  could 
not  "enjoy  the  luxury"  of  speaking  out 
in  this  manner,  because  his  remarks 
would  be  seen  as  a  reflection  of  the 
views  of  the  police  commission  itself. 
The  Attorney  General,  however,  failed 
to  say  how  McKay's  "enjoyment" 
would  be  prevented  in  the  future. 

A  week  later,  the  police  commission 


First  gay  candidate 
loses  seat  to  priest 

MONTREAL  —  Daniel  Bouffard,  the 
first  openly  gay  candidate  to  run  for  the 
school  commission  here,  polled  660 
votes  in  the  June  9  election  for  commis- 
sioners to  the  CECM,  the  Catholic 
School  Commission.  He  lost,  however, 
to  incumbent  Norbert  Lacoste,  a  priest 
who  had  the  support  of  the  conservative 
educational  association,  Mouvement 
scolaire  confessionel  (MSC).  Lacoste 
polled  1,801  votes. 

Bouffard,  employed  at  the  University 
of  Montreal  and  a  member  of  the  gay 
group  ADGQ,  ran  in  Ward  7,  an  area  in 
east-end  Montreal  which  includes 
Lafontaine  Park,  a  popular  cruising 
area. 

Bouffard's  campaign  literature  in- 
cluded a  letter  entitled  "A  Gay  School 
Commissioner?"  which  explained  that 
"at  a  time  when  the  Right  is  organizing 
in  Quebec,  it  is  essential  for  gays  and 
lesbians  to  join  with  progressive  forces 
in  order  to  swell  our  ranks.  That  is  what 
June  9  is  all  about." 

The  MSC  campaign  warned  Mon- 
trealers  of  "fanatics,  politicals  and 
atheists"  running  for  the  commission, 
and  urged  voters  to  support  the  Catho- 
lic character  of  CECM  schools.  MSC- 
backed  candidates  won  13  of  the  19 
seats  on  the  CECM,  and  won  five  more 
by  acclamation.  Voter  turnout  was  very 


appointed  senior  police  official  Eric 
Wright  as  liaison  officer  between  police 
and  local  minority  groups.  Minority 
leaders  immediately  branded  the  move 
as  tokenist,  stating  that  a  policeman  was 
not  a  suitable  candidate  for  the  job. 

Wright  denied  that  his  non-minority 
status  made  him  an  unsuitable  candi- 
date. He  said  he  was  willing  to  meet 
with  all  minority  leaders,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, to  make  recommendations  to 
Police  Chief  Ackroyd. 

When  TBP  spoke  with  him,  Wright 
had  not  yet  met  with  gay  representa- 
tives. At  first,  he  seemed  unaware  of 
criticisms  gays  have  been  making  for 
years,  such  as  police  entrapment  in 
parks  and  washrooms. 

Minority  leaders  were  equally  critical 
of  McMurtry's  reappointment  of  Phil 
Givens  to  his  $5 1,603 /year  position  as 
oolice  commission  chairman. 

George  Hislop  felt  McMurtry  should 
have  taken  advantage  of  Givens's  and 
McKay's  terms  expiring  (McKay  fin- 
ishes his  third  term  in  March,  1981)  to 
reconstitute  and  expand  the  police 
board  to  include  minority  representa- 
tives. "In  view  of  the  lack  of  confidence 
in  Givens  by  so  many  minorities,"  said 
Hislop,  "McMurtry  is  really  showing 
the  degree  of  contempt  he  and  Premier 
Bill  Davis  feel  for  our  concerns.  They 
are  in  effect  saying  they  won't  be  push- 
ed around  by  the  citizens  of  Toronto." 

Robert  TVowD 


poor  —  only  13.5%  of  eligible  voters 
went  to  the  polls  on  the  island  of  Mon- 
treal. 

ADGQ  attempted  to  bring  the  anti- 
gay  history  of  the  CECM  to  public 
notice  by  running  a  quarter-page  ad  in 
Le  Devoir  shortly  before  the  election. 
The  ad  was  signed  by  a  number  of  indi- 
viduals and  groups,  and  drew  attention 
to  the  running  battle  between  ADGQ 
and  the  commission  over  that  body's 
refusal  to  rent  meeting  space  to  the  gay 
organization.  "When  you  vote  for 
CECM  commissioners,"  the  ad  began, 
"we  ask  you  to  consider  these  facts." 

Norbert  Lacoste,  the  priest  who  de- 
feated Bouffard,  had  been  one  of  the 
commissioners  most  opposed  to  renting 
space  to  ADGQ. 

Stuart  Russell 

Feminist  Party  tries 
for  official  status 

TORONTO  —  The  number  10,000  has 
special  significance  these  days  for  about 
1,000  Canadian  feminists.  That's  the 
number  of  signatures  the  year-old  Fem- 
inist Party  of  Canada  (FPC)  must  ob- 
tain to  become  an  official  political 
party. 

According  to  founding  member  Ann 
Pappert,  the  group  should  achieve  its 
goal  by  the  fall.  "At  that  time  wc  will 
hold  a  founding  convention,  probably 
in  Toronto,  to  set  down  our  party  plat- 


form," says  Pappert. 

At  its  anniversary  celebration  June  8, 
the  FPC  unveiled  plans  to  participate  in 
Metropolitan  Toronto's  municipal  elec- 
tions next  November.  However,  no  de- 
cision has  been  made  as  to  whether  the 
party  will  field  its  own  candidate,  or 
throw  its  support  behind  someone  on 
another  party  ticket. 

"Ongoing  discussion  of  issues,  not 
the  running  of  candidates,  is  our  priori- 
ty," Pappert  explains.  "We  want  to 
bring  a  feminist  perspective  to  politics, 
not  simply  get  more  women  into  elected 
positions." 

The  FPC,  which  operates  out  of  St 
Paul's  Church  on  Avenue  Road,  holds 
open  meetings  every  second  Sunday, 
and  publishes  a  quarterly  newsletter. 
Topics  dealt  with  include  daycare, 
health,  equal  pay  for  equal  work,  and 
lesbian  rights. 

Fay  OrrD 

Petition  fails  to  get 
gay  on  commission 

MONTREAL  —  Despite  last-minute 
pressure  from  the  gay  community,  the 
Quebec  National  Assembly  did  not  in- 
clude a  gay  human  rights  commissioner 
among  the  seven  new  appointees  to  the 
Commission  des  droits  de  la  personne 
(CDP  —  Human  Rights  Commission). 

Although  a  petition  of  more  than  700 
names  calling  for  such  an  appointment 
was  sent  June  16  to  Justice  Minister 
Marc- Andre  Bedard,  the  National 
Assembly  approved  the  appointment  of 
seven  heterosexual  commissioners  two 
days  later. 

The  new  commissioners  are  (with 
identifications  included  in  the  National 
Assembly  motion):  Michael  Yarosky, 
Vice-President  of  the  Combined  Jewish 
Appeal;  Luc  Andre,  community  wor- 
ker; Jean-Louis  Roy,  Director  of  the 
French-Canadian  Studies  Institute  at 
McGill  University;  Professor  Michele 
Rivet;  Vaughan  Dowie,  Ville  Marie 
Social  Services  Centre;  Professor 


Margaret  Cuddihy-Martin;  and 
Armande  St- Jean,  journalist. 

As  well,  the  terms  of  president  Rene 
Hurtubise  and  vice-president  Francine 
Fournier  were  extended  for  another 
three  years  each.  There  are  eleven 
commissioners. 

Alain  Bouchard,  head  of  the  commit- 
tee which  organized  the  petition  cam- 
paign, told  TBP  that  "most  Quebec 
minorities  are  represented  on  the  Coun- 
cil of  Commissioners  of  the  CDP,  but 
gays  and  lesbians  are  not." 

It  appears  that  the  petition  was  pre- 
sented too  late  for  consideration  by  the 
Parti  Quebecois  government.  Gay  activ- 
ists will  get  another  chance,  however, 
since  one  last  commissioner  will  be 
nominated  sometime  this  fall. 

Stuart  Russell  □ 

LOOT  takes  leave 
of  Jams  St  home 

TORONTO  —  At  the  end  of  May, 
LOOT  (Lesbian  Organization  of  Toron- 
to) vacated  the  house  at  342  Jarvis  St 
that  it  had  been  occupying  for  the  last 
three  years.  A  LOOT  general  meeting 
had  decided  that  the  house  was  under- 
used and  was  becoming  unsafe  because 
the  landlord  was  unwilling  to  do  badly 
needed  repairs. 

The  heart  of  LOOT,  however,  is  still 
beating.  The  phone  line  has  been  trans- 
ferred, and  operates  at  960-3249  on 
Tuesday  nights,  7:30  to  10:30. 

The  LOOT  newsletter,  Lavender 
Sheets,  continues  to  be  published,  and 
with  a  new  collective  working  on  it, 
promises  to  be  the  liveliest,  funniest  and 
most  interesting  of  the  LOOT  news- 
letters. Donations  and  subscriptions  to 
Lavender  Sheets  can  be  mailed  to 
LOOT  at  Box  70,  Stn  F,  Toronto 
M4Y  2L4. 

LOOT  plans  to  open  an  office  in  the 
fall  and  consolidate  activities  there.  A 
bit  of  luck  and  lesbian-feminist  energy 
will  see  the  organization  put  on  solid 
ground  at  that  time.D 


Toronto's  CN  Tower  went 
completely  gay  just  after  mid- 
night on  May  18  when  1,400 
gay  men  and  women  sped  up 
the  elevators  to  take  over  two 
observation  decks  and  the 
disco  floor  eleven  hundred  feet 
above  the  city.  For  $12  each 
they  danced  to  tapes  from 
Slages's  DJ  Scott  Cline  until 
long  after  the  sun  had  risen. 

Three  gay  entrepreneurs 
were  responsible  for  the  all- 
night  dance:  Bob  McMahon. 
David  Payne  and  Roger 
H  ilkes.  Canadian  National, 
they  report,  was  shocked  to 
learn  that  it  had  leased  Toron- 
to \  prime  tourist  spot  to  a  gay 
disco. 

But  everyone  was  floppy  in 

the  end  (CN  got  $9,000  in 

rent),  including  one  dancer 
who  marvelled  at  the  v 
tacular  sunrise  from  the  top  of 
tht  toner.  "Mother  Nature.  " 

he  said  admiringly,  "must  he  a 

lesbian.  " 


FV 


A  midnight  to 

dawn  hofchy  weekend 

dance  affair  with  Greg  Howfett's 

musk— eleven  hundred  feet  in 

the  sky  atop  the  CN  Tower. 
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You  can  help  us 
make  history  this 
November  —  no 
matter  where 
you  live. 


Just  because  you  don't  live  in  Toronto's  Ward  6  doesn't  mean  you 
can't  help  elect  Canada's  first  openly  gay  official. 

George  Hislop  can  win  in  Ward  6.  But  he  needs  the  help  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  all  across  Canada.  We  must  raise  $20,000  to 
cover  campaign  expenses.  And  we  must  do  it  now. 

Please  help  us  make  history. 

Send  your  contribution  to:  The  Association  of  Gay  Electors 

29  Granby  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario  MSB  1H8 


Mark  your  contribution:  "For  the  Hislop  Campaign" 


SELF 


by  Ken  Popert 


Free 
Demonstration 
Wed,  Aug  6,  8  pm 
519  Church  St 
Community 
Centre. 


Come  out  and  learn  what  self-defence  is  all 
about.  Learn  basic  responses  to  physical  and 
verbal  attacks  and  new  skills  in  awareness,  assertive- 
ness  and  just  plain  street  fighting.  Talk  with  other  gay  men 
and  lesbians  and  explore  your  feelings  and  fears  about  violence.  It's  easy  to 

defend  yourself  when  you  know  what  to  do. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Gay  Liberation  Union, 
Box  793,  Station  Q,  Toronto,  ON  M4T  2N7.  Ph:  968-0975. 


"Friends  (not  lovers)" 


A  three-by-five  card  tacked  to  a  bulletin 
board  announced  that  "2  gay  friends 
(not  lovers)  seek  a  third  to  share  an 
apartment  near  Queen  and  University." 

The  phrase  is  arresting:  "friends  (not 
lovers)."  Placed  almost  first  among  the 
details  of  the  situation,  the  writer  must 
regard  the  distinction  as  crucial. 

It  might  well  be  so  for  a  third  person. 
The  word  "lover,"  transplanted  to  the 
gay  world  from  a  sexual  tradition  which 
extends  full  approval  only  to  the  hetero- 
sexual, patriarchal,  life-long  monogam- 
ous coupling,  carries  an  exclusionary 
flavour. 

The  gay  man  who  joins  two  friends  to 
found  a  household  may  fairly  anticipate 
a  union  of  equals.  But  a  gay  man  who 
takes  up  residence  with  two  who  call 
themselves  lovers  is  flirting  with  Crowd- 
ed loneliness. 

The  assumption  that  some  precision  is 
purchased  by  distinguishing  between 
friends  and  lovers  is  worth  considering. 
In  a  recent  summer  evening  conversa- 
tion, an  acquaintance  mentioned  that  he 
and  his  roommate  had  been  lovers  for 
several  years,  but  now  classify  them- 
selves as  friends.  I  wondered  out  loud 
about  the  content  of  the  distinction. 
Did  he  mean  that  they  had  ceased  to 
have  sex  with  each  other?  No.  They  still 
make  love  from  time  to  time.  But  as 
friends,  not  lovers.  The  nature  of  this 
distinction,  so  casually  drawn  at  first, 
eluded  us  for  some  minutes.  It  came 
down  to  this:  as  lovers,  each  took  the 
other's  plans  into  account  in  making  his 
own;  as  friends,  neither  does. 

Thinking  about  it  later,  it  seemed  to 
me  that  this  conversational  eddy  ex- 
posed the  essentially  private  character  of 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "lover."  Many 
of  us  use  it  with  an  individual  precision 
which  is  illusory,  not  being  shared  with 
others. 

It  now  occurs  to  me  that  often  in  the 
course  of  those  conversations  with 
strangers  which  promise  to  lead  to  other 
things,  I  contrive  to  mention  Brian,  to 
whom  I  allude  as  my  lover.  This  dis- 
courages those  looking  for  more  than 
an  evening's  diversion. 

But  I  have  always  to  couple  that 
reference  with  the  news  that  we're  not 
monogamous,  to  preclude  a  further  un- 
desirable inference.  The  word  "lover" 
is  so  empty  of  specificity  that  it  serves  as 
little  more  than  a  signal  that  significant 
information  about  my  relations  with 
other  gay  men  is  available. 

Now,  the  vocabulary  of  gay  male  re- 
lations does  not  suffer  from  a  quan- 
titative poverty.  Many  terms  of  gay 
male  kinship  can  be  found  in  the 
anglophone  parts  of  the  country:  lover, 
special  friend,  companion,  partner,  at- 
tachment and  even  spouse-substitute 
(that's  how  Brian's  employer,  the 
Government  of  Canada,  delicately 
refers  to  me). 

But  our  vocabulary  is  impoverished  in 
another  way.  Every  one  of  these  words 
refers  to  the  same  ill-defined  area  of  gay 
male  relations.  We  lack  the  means  to 
render  distinctions  easily.  Why  don't  we 
have  a  word  for  non-monogamous 
lovers?  Or  for  friends  who  make  love? 
And  for  lovers  who  don't? 

I  think  we  don't  have  those  words 
because  we  haven't  yet  developed  the 


concepts  which  would  lie  behind  them. 
We  haven't  reached  a  consensus  which 
would  bring  meaningful  order  to  the  in- 
finite welter  which  gay  relationships  of- 
fer to  the  observer. 

The  root  of  the  difficulty  is  that  our 
relationships  fall  outside  of  the  reigning 
taxonomy  of  human  relations,  which  is 
concerned  exclusively  with  heterosexual 
couplings  and  the  family.  To  find  order 
and  regularity  in  homosexual  relations 
would  be  an  undesired  act  of  legitimiza- 
tion. 

As  gay  life  has  flourished  (relatively 
speaking)  during  the  last  decade,  we 
have  been  able  to  meet  needs  long  un- 
met and,  in  our  necessity,  we  have  been 
inventive.  The  gay  male  couple,  for  ex- 
ample, may  appear  to  the  liberal  eye  as 
a  tolerably  minor  variation  of  marriage. 
But  it  is  in  fact  profoundly  novel,  not 
least  because  a  gay  couple  is  a  relation 
of  social  equals.  Even  if  the  established 
view  of  human  relations  is  opened  up  to 
include  us,  it  cannot  do  so  without  a 
thorough  and  transforming  revision. 

The  absence  of  a  constructive,  order- 
ing consensus  on  gay  relations  works 
very  much  against  us.  A  kinship  system 
is  not  primarily  a  description  of  what  is; 
it  is  a  prescription  of  what  ought  to  be. 
It  defines  expectations  and  obligations, 
anticipates  problems  and  poses  solu- 
tions. 

Without  the  aid  of  a  map,  drawn  up 
from  our  common  experience,  each  gay 
man  and  woman  must  locate  the  path- 
ways and  dead  ends  on  their  own.  We 
are  exposed  to  individual  and  collective 
defeat. 

Example:  Brian  and  I  have  called 
ourselves  lovers  for  six  years.  About  18 
months  ago,  we  stopped  having  sex  with 
each  other.  We  didn't  talk  about  it  at 
first;  we  still  haven't  fully  discussed  it; 
but  we  have  at  least  reached  the  point  of 
joking  about  it. 

Initially,  I  was  disturbed  and  de- 
pressed by  the  apparent  end  of  the  sexual 
aspect  of  our  life  together.  It  seemed 
somehow  to  make  us  a  failure.  Worse, 
the  nagging  voice  of  authority  from 
which  the  oppressed  are  never  truly  free 
was  there  in  the  back  of  my  mind,  deny- 
ing the  stability  of  gay  relationships. 

I  knew  these  feelings  were  irrational.  I 
knew  this  change  didn't  really  seem  to 
affect  our  relationship.  I  knew  that  the 
vaunted  longevity  of  heterosexual  in- 
terests is  the  product  of  a  tyranny  of 
restrictions  from  some  of  which  we  have 
escaped.  What  lifted  the  cloud  was  the 
discovery  that  some  of  my  friends  had 
the  same  experience.  To  learn  that  our 
personal  history  was  common  was,  for 
me,  to  restore  it  to  full  authenticity. 

It  is  a  truism  that  the  politics  of  gay 
liberation  touch  not  just  our  public 
stance,  but  also  our  private  lives.  The 
personal  is  the  political,  the  saying  goes. 
It  is  a  hard  lesson  to  remember. 

Now  that  gay  people  are  attempting 
to  gain  some  control  over  our  lives,  we 
are  searching  for  solutions.  If  we  can 
discuss  gay  relations  openly,  giving 
them  names  and  shapes,  we  can  expect 
to  become  more  confident  in  our  way  of 
life. 

The  material  is  all  around  us.  The 
way  we  live  now  is  the  rough  draft  of 
our  future.  □ 
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Stonewall  marches  sweep  globe 


Hundreds  of  thousands  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  celebrated  around  the  world 
during  the  last  week  of  June  to  mark  the 
eleventh  anniversary  of  the  Stonewall 
rebellion.  While  the  largest  marches,  in 
New  York  and  San  Francisco  were 
marred  by  divisions  among  gay  leaders, 
British  gays  confronted  London  police 
in  what  many  have  described  as  a 
second  Stonewall. 

An  estimated  75,000  marchers  left 
New  York's  Sheridan  Square  June  29, 
led  by  that  city's  Gay  Community 
Marching  Band  and  a  contingent  of 
Third- World  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Two 
groups,  the  Christopher  St  Liberation 
Day  Committee  and  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  March  Planning  Committee, 
held  competing  rallies  at  the  march's 
end.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  confu- 
sion when  marshals  from  both  groups 
tried  to  direct  demonstrators  to  their 
respective  rally  sites.  The  vast  majority 
of  marchers  continued  to  the  Christo- 
pher St  Committee  rally  in  Central 
Park. 


In  San  Francisco,  more  than  100,000 
people  participated  in  the  city's  Gay 
Freedom  Parade  the  same  afternoon.  At 
one  point  there  was  a  pushing  match  as 
organizers  tried  to  prevent  lesbian- 
activist-comedian  Robin  Tyler  from  ad- 
dressing the  rally  from  City  Hall  steps. 

"We  must  never  take  politics  out  of 
our  festivals.  We  must  never  take 
politics  off  stage,"  said  Tyler,  who  final- 
ly did  speak  to  the  crowd.  Other  speak- 
ers also  appealed  for  unity.  "We  must 
begin  to  stop  this  insane  invalidation  of 
each  other,"  said  Barbara  Cameron 
from  the  Gay  American  Indian  Move- 
ment, another  unscheduled  speaker.  She 
attacked  the  tendency  of  march  organ- 
izers to  downplay  politics.  "There 
are  some  gay  people  who  want  to  shut 
down  the  voices  of  truth  because  it 
doesn't  benefit  their  pocketbook." 

In  London,  5,000  marchers  presented 
a  petition  for  gay  rights  at  the  residence 
of  the  prime  minister.  Unknown  to 
most  participants  at  the  time,  police  ar- 
rested a  man  in  drag  who  was  wearing  a 


Lesbian  Herstory  Archives  members  carry  photos  of  Radclyffe  Hall,  Eleanor  Roosevelt, 
Lorena  Hickok  and  Mable  Hampton  in  NY  Gay  Pride  March. 

vegetable-cutter  in  his  hat  and  charged 
him  with  carrying  an  offensive  weapon. 
Three  more  men  were  arrested  when 
they  protested. 

By  the  time  the  crowd  arrived  at  its 
destination  at  the  University  of  London 
Union,  word  had  spread  and  demon- 
strators decided  to  proceed  to  the  police 
station  to  demand  the  men's  release. 
Police  blocked  the  streets  around  the 
Union  and  there  were  repeated  attempts 
to  break  through  police  lines.  More  ar- 
rests took  place. 

Finally,  march  organizers  from  the 
Campaign  for  Homosexual  Equality 
and  the  Scottish  Homosexual  Rights 
Group  convinced  police  that  unless  the 
demonstrators  were  allowed  to  proceed, 
there  would  be  a  major  riot. 

Fifteen  hundred  people  moved  on  to 
the  police  station,  where  they  sat  down 


until  all  those  detained  were  released  an 
hour  later.  "It  was  a  remarkable  display 
of  gay  anger,"  said  Harry  Coen  of  Bri- 
tain's Gay  News.  "It  was  a  case  of 
police  overkill.  Some  of  the  lower  level 
officers  were  really  provoking  people. 
They  never  expected  a  bunch  of  namby- 
pamby  queers  to  be  so  militant.  They 
had  to  give  way." 

In  Paris,  the  city's  first-ever  gay  pride 
demonstration  brought  1 ,000  people 
before  the  National  Assembly  to  de- 
mand the  abolition  of  the  legal  distinc- 
tions between  gays  and  straights  in  the 
penal  code.  Demonstrations  of  more 
than  1 ,000  people  were  also  reported  in 
Basel,  Switzerland;  in  Brussels, 
Belgium;  and  in  Barcelona  and  Bilbao 
in  Spain.  Marches  and  cultural  events 
also  celebrated  Stonewall  in  Copen- 
hagen, Dublin  and  Rio  de  Janeiro.  □ 


o 

u 

i 


a 

o 

z 


Brazil  gays  hold 
first  national  meet 

SAO  PAULO  —  More  than  two  hun- 
dred lesbians  and  gay  men  from  across 
Brazil  met  here  April  3  for  this 
country's  first  national  homosexual 
conference. 

The  three-day  conference  which  had 
been  closed  to  the  press  and  public,  end- 
ed with  a  public  rally  of  more  than  a 
thousand  people,  including  represen- 
tatives from  the  women's  movement, 
anti-racist  groups  and  unions. 

Participants  agreed  to  strengthen 
regular  communications  between  their 
groups,  and  will  co-ordinate  efforts  to 
see  that  gay  rights  are  recognized  in  the 
Brazilian  constitution.  Anti-gay  atti- 
tudes among  doctors  and  psychiatrists 
will  also  be  challenged.  The  conference 
reaffirmed  that  the  gay  movement  must 
maintain  its  independence  from  any  po- 
litical parties,  but  recognized  the  impor- 
tance of  participating  in  the  struggles  of 
other  oppressed  groups.  □ 

New  York  groups 
wage  bitter  feud 

NEW  YORK  —  The  gay  and  lesbian 
community  here  is  caught  in  an  inter- 
necine battle  of  personality  clashes, 
complete  with  claims  and  counterclaims 
of  "misleadership,"  "manipulation," 
"anti-democratic,  fascist  behaviour," 
and  "sexism." 

In  the  swelter  of  continual  accusa- 
tion, invective  and  organizational  splits, 
it  has  become  virtually  impossible  to 
discover  the  actual  political  differences. 
But  whatever  the  cause,  the  effects  are 
clear:  every  major  New  York  City  gay 
and  lesbian  organization  —  from  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
(CLGR)  to  the  Christopher  Street 
Liberation  Day  Committee  (CSLDC)  — 
has  had  its  work  disrupted. 

These  divisions  appear  to  have  their 


origin  in  a  move  by  a  number  of  promi- 
nent New  York  lesbian  and  gay  activists 
to  remove  David  Thorstad,  co-spokes- 
person of  the  North  American 
Man  /Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA),  from  the  position  of  key- 
note speaker  at  an  April  12th  statewide 
march  on  Albany,  the  state  capital. 
Critics  cited  Thorstad 's  abrasive  style 
and  outspoken  advocacy  of  cross- 
generational  sex.  When  the  effort  to 
remove  him  proved  unsuccessful,  New 
York  City's  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  (CLGR),  along  with  the 
New  York  State  National  Organization 
of  Women,  withdrew  from  the  march 
committee.  The  march  was  a  dismal 
failure,  attracting  only  two  hundred 
participants. 

A  group  which  sympathized  with 
Thorstad  resigned  from  the  CLGR,  and 
began  a  campaign  against  its  leadership, 
many  of  whom  had  been  active  in  the 
anti-Thorstad  push.  Shortly  thereafter, 
a  group  of  CLGR  leaders  persuaded 
several  organizations  to  split  from  the 
Christopher  Street  Liberation  Day 
Committee  (CSLDC)  and  form  a  sepa- 
rate march  group.  Members  of  this  new 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  March  Organiz- 
ing Committee  (LGPMOC)  charged 
that  the  CSLDC  was  dominated  by  the 
"lunatic  fringe"  (read:  Thorstad 
group).  In  turn,  the  Thorstad  group 
alleged  that  the  CLGR  was  a  "front" 
for  the  Democratic  Party. 

Not  everyone  agrees  with  these  polit- 
ical assessments.  An  unnamed  member 
of  the  LGMPOC  told  Boston's  Gay 
Community  News  that  "this  whole 
thing  revolves  around  a  lot  of  ego  trips 
—  in  fact,  there's  more  of  that  than 
political  issues. "□ 

Democrats  endorse 
gay  rights  plank 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Platform 

Committee  of  the  Democratic  Party 
voted  here  June  24  to  include  a  plank 


supportive  of  gay  rights  in  their  recom- 
mendations for  the  1980  party  platform. 
With  full  support  from  both  the  Ken- 
nedy and  Carter  forces,  it  is  now  a  vir- 
tual certainty  that  a  major  US  political 
party  will  endorse  gay  rights  for  the  first 
time. 

Although  the  final  wording  was  con- 
siderably more  vague  than  lesbian  and 
gay  Platform  Committee  members  had 
sought,  they  decided  to  accept  the  gen- 
eral language  proposed  by  the  Carter 
camp  rather  than  risk  a  convention 
floor  fight  in  which  the  entire  plank 
might  go  down  to  defeat.  Carter  forces 
had  implicitly  threatened  to  defeat  it 
altogether  if  gay  delegates  attempted  to 
force  the  issue  either  in  committee  or  at 
the  convention. 

Even  with  the  modified  language, 
however,  gay  delegates  immediately  ac- 
claimed the  plank  as  a  "clear 
victory.  "□ 

Gay  guide  slams 
Third  World  "rape" 

AMSTERDAM  —  John  Stanford, 
publisher  of  Spartacus,  the  Inter- 
national Gay  Guide,  has  spoken  out 
against  "exploitation"  of  third  world 
boys  by  Western  tourists. 

In  an  editorial  entitled  "The  Rape  of 
the  Third  World,"  Stanford  deplores 
the  havoc  wreaked  on  Africa  and  Asia 
by  "European  colonizers  and  their  ac- 
companying Christian  missionaries" 
during  the  last  century.  "Gay  tourisis 
have  come  to  play  an  important  part  in 
this  plunder  and  rape,"  he  continues. 
"We  go  with  loads  of  money,  hand  it 
out  like  confetti  and  in  so  doing  destrov 
the  pride  and  satisfaction  of  native  life 
styles...  and  then  we  complain  bitterly 
of  the  results." 

Stanford  urges  gay  tourisis  to  have 
"more  respect"  tor  third  world  peoples 
■lid  then  cultures,  religions  and  social 
values  which  are  "just  as  viable  as  ours, 
and  in  some  instances  tar  superior. "D 


Cuban  gays  trade 
Castro  for  Bryant 

MIAMI  —  The  US  State  Department 
estimates  that  as  many  as  30%  of  the 
1 15,000  refugees  recently  arrived  from 
Cuba  may  be  gay. 

The  reliability  of  this  estimate  re- 
mains in  doubt  since  many  may  not 
have  declared  their  homosexuality  out 
of  fear  of  deportation.  It  is  also  re- 
ported that  heterosexual  men  have 
shown  up  in  drag  at  Cuban  police  sta- 
tions in  hope  of  being  expelled. 

The  recent  reinstatement  of  Ramiro 
Valdes  as  Minister  of  the  Interior  may 
indicate  a  hardening  of  Cuban  attitudes 
towards  gays,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times.  Valdez,  who  had  held  the 
post  until  he  was  replaced  by  Raul 
Castro  in  1968,  had  earned  the  nick- 
name of  "The  Monster"  among  Cuban 
gays  for  his  repressive  policies.  Recent 
official  statements  have  characterized 
those  leaving  Cuba  as  "deviants  and 
perverts,"  and  have  played  on  anti-gay 
attitudes  traditional  to  Latin  American 
culture.  Many  of  those  arriving  in 
Miami  have  complained  of  ill  treatment 
from  the  Cuban  authorities. 

The  new  anti-gay  sentiment  expressed 
by  the  Cuban  government  came  at  a 
time  when  it  appeared  that  the  official 
attitude  towards  gays  was  softening.  A 
new  public  health  text.  The  Intimate 
Life  of  Men  and  Women,  published  in 
the  German  Democratic  Republic  in 
1978  and  in  Cuba  in  1979,  condemns 
any  kind  of  discrimination  against  ho- 
mosexuals and  exposes  mans  common 
anti-gay  myths. 

President  Carter  has  promised  to 
waive  anti-gay  IS  immigration  laws  tor 
gas  Cubans  On  "humanitarian 

grounds."  Several  gay  organizations 

acrOSS  the  States  have  ottered  to  assist 
in  the  resettlement  programmes,  amid 

reports  thai  gays  arc  being  isolated  in 

some  American  refugee  camps  "tor 
their  own  protection. "□ 
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California  voters  dump  gay  rights 


CALIFORNIA  —  The  lesbian  and  gay 
movement  here  was  dealt  a  smashing 
electoral  defeat  June  3  as  three  separate 
gay  measures  were  voted  down  by  wide 
margins. 

In  the  city  of  San  Jose,  Measure  B 
was  routed  by  a  three-to-one  vote,  and 
in  Santa  Clara  County,  Measure  B  re- 
ceived a  70%  NO  vote.  A  gay  rights  ini- 
tiative in  the  city  of  Davis  also  fell,  by  a 
two-to-one  margin.  The  San  Jose  and 
Santa  Clara  initiatives  would  have  pro- 
hibited anti-gay  discrimination  in  em- 
ployment and  housing,  while  the  Davis 
proposition  simply  endorsed  the  princi- 
ple of  legal  non-discrimination. 

While  defeat  in  the  conservative  agri- 
cultural region  of  Davis  was  not  unex- 
pected, gay  and  lesbian  activists  in  the 
Santa  Clara  Coalition  for  Human 
Rights,  which  organized  both  the  San 
Jose  and  Santa  Clara  measures,  were 
stunned  by  the  size  of  the  anti-gay  vote. 
Human  Rights  Coalition  chairwoman 
Johnnie  Staggs  conceded,  "I'm  kind  of 
in  a  state  of  shock."  She  noted  that  the 
electorate  had  strongly  opposed  the 
anti-gay  Briggs  initiative  of  1978,  and 
the  two  gay  rights  measures  had  won 
wide  support  among  local  news  media, 
political  figures  and  church  people. 

Mike  Morris,  an  attorney  for  the 
Human  Rights  Coalition,  attributed  the 


Law  reform  call 
hits  Hong  Kong 

HONG  KONG  —  The  emergence  of 
Hong  Kong's  first  gay  liberation  group 
and  the  murder  of  a  British  police  of- 
ficer, Inspector  John  MacLennan,  just 
before  he  was  to  be  charged  with  gay 
sex  offences  has  sparked  demands  for 
homosexual  law  reform  in  this  British 
Crown  colony. 

There  is  speculation  MacLennan  was 
murdered  because  he  knew  too  much 
about  police  underworld  connections 
and  gay  prostitution.  His  death  has 
prompted  calls  for  an  investigation  and 
law  reform  from  both  the  colony  and 
London. 

Hong  Kong  did  not  benefit  from  the 
1967  reform  of  the  British  Criminal 
Code,  and  gay  sex  is  still  officially  il- 
legal. However,  the  colony  had  a  repu- 
tation as  a  Shangri  La  for  white  gays  in 
the  colonial  bureaucracy  who  found 
Chinese  "houseboys"  readily  available. 
The  "houseboy"  business  has  gradually 
fallen  under  the  control  of  the  Triads, 
the  Hong  Kong  mafia,  and  there  have 
been  widespread  complaints  of  corrup- 
tion in  the  Hong  Kong  Police  Depart- 
ment. 

Opposition  to  legal  reform  comes 
from  the  conservative  Chinese  business 
community,  the  Triads,  and  the  Special 
Investigations  Unit,  a  police  squad  set 
up  to  investigate  "homosexual  security 
risks"  in  government. 

"It  seems  that  the  government  is 
prepared  to  ally  itself  with  male  prosti- 
tutes, blackmailers,  Triads,  drug  takers 
and  criminal  police  procedure  to  deal 
with  a  problem  which  should  be  solved 
by  a  simple  change  in  the  criminal  law," 


massive  defeat  to  a  well-financed,  last- 
minute  blitz  by  anti-gay  forces.  The 
Moral  Majority,  a  right-wing  funda- 
mentalist Christian  group,  distributed 
200,000  glossy  brochures  with  photo- 
graphs of  men  embracing,  and  a  large 
caption  reading  "Don't  let  IT  spread!" 
Concerned  Citizens,  a  local  organiza- 
tion, produced  80,000  leaflets  under  the 
theme,  "The  facts  speak  for  them- 
selves." Many  of  these  "facts"  were 
drawn  from  the  CBS  News  Special,  "Gay 
Power,  Gay  Politics"  —  unattrib- 
uted  statistics  on  the  incidence  of  vene- 
real disease,  and  a  profile  of  gays  as 
white,  male,  wealthy  and  carefree. 
Local  activists  complained  that  this 
stereotyped  image,  which  has  been  de- 
liberately encouraged  by  many  in  the 
gay  male  press,  is  quite  harmful  to  the 
gay  rights  campaign. 

During  the  week  prior  to  the  election 
both  anti-gay  groups  spent  over  $15,000 
on  television  and  radio  commercials. 
Funds  for  this  campaign  were  supplied 
by  Anita  Bryant's  Protect  America's 
Children  programme  and  the  national 
fundamentalist  organization,  Christian 
Voice,  Inc. 

Staggs  sees  the  results  as  quite  omi- 
nous. "There  is  a  real  serious  threat  out 
there.  And  I  don't  have  any  answers," 
she  concluded.  □ 


said  Elsie  Elliot,  a  well-known  civil 
rights  advocate  in  the  colony. 

Hong  Kong's  new  gay  group  is  pub- 
lishing a  newspaper,  in  English  and 
Chinese,  called  Pink  Triangle.  The 
paper  carries  information  on  homosex- 
uality and  stories  on  the  gay  rights  and 
women's  liberation  movements  around 
the  world.  □ 

Black  lesbians  end 
bias  in  Chicago  bar 

CHICAGO  —  Black  lesbians  here  have 
waged  a  successful  campaign  against  ra- 
cial discrimination  in  a  women's  bar, 
CK  and  Augies. 

The  Black  Lesbian  Discrimination  In- 
vestigation Committee  (BLDIC)  had 
charged  that  the  bar  harassed  black  cus- 
tomers. The  allegation  was  substan- 
tiated by  Eric  Wisett,  Chief  of  In- 
vestigation for  Illinois  Liquor  Control 
Commission  who  had  inquired  into  the 
case.  "The  bar  was  letting  whites  in 
under  very  lax  ID  while  harassing  blacks 
by  asking  for  additional  ID  which  was 
degrading  —  such  as  public  assistance 
cards,"  he  explained. 

BLDIC  also  complained  that  the 
bar's  door  personnel  were  abusive 
towards  minority  women. 

The  BLDIC  and  its  supporters  pic- 
keted the  bar  for  a  month.  In  late  May 
the  case  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Chicago  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion, who  arbitrated  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  bar  owners  and  BLDIC  which 
provided  for  uniform  identification  pro- 
cedures. In  addition,  one  of  the 
bouncers  was  fired. 

Bar  co-owner  Olga  Flanagan  claims 
that  her  bar  never  discriminated  against 
black  women.  "They're  not  my  cus- 


tomers: they're  gay  libbers,"  she  said  of 
the  protesters.  Co-owner  Carol  Kappa, 
who  had  been  brought  before  the 
Liquor  Control  Commission  in  1975  on 
charges  of  racial  discrimination  in 
another  women's  bar,  would  not  com- 
ment on  the  case. 

"We  learned  that  we  do  not  have  to 
tolerate  this  kind  of  behaviour  in  our 
community,"  said  BLDIC  spokerperson 
Pat  Love.  "We  can  fight  it  and  we  can 
win."D 

French  left  joins 
gay  rights  battle 

PARIS  —  In  the  largest  gay  rights 
meeting  in  French  history,  3,000  people 
gathered  here  May  3 1  to  demand  that 
the  two  remaining  articles  which  dis- 
criminate against  homosexuals  be 
dropped  from  the  French  Penal  Code. 
Article  330  singles  out  homosexual  acts 
with  minors  for  special  punishment, 
while  331  provides  more  severe  penalties 
when  acts  of  public  indecency  are  of  a 
homosexual  nature. 

The  day-long  meeting  was  organized 
by  the  CUARH,  the  Emergency  Com- 
mittee Against  Homosexual  Oppres- 
sion, and  drew  lesbians  and  gay  men 
from  across  France.  Representatives 
from  the  French  Socialist  Party,  the 
French  Communist  Party  and  several 
other  groups  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  of  the  two  anti-gay  laws  left 
over  from  the  Nazi  occupation  during 
the  Second  World  War. 

A  bill  passed  in  the  Senate  which 
would  abolish  the  laws  was  recently 
amended  by  the  government  to  maintain 
special  penalties  for  homosexual  acts 
with  minors.  Gay  groups  and  the  left 
are  demanding  that  there  be  no  legal 
distinction  between  homosexual  and 
heterosexual  acts. 

The  Senate  has  refused  to  accept  the 


amendments  passed  in  the  National 
Assembly,  and  the  resulting  deadlock 
leaves  both  anti-gay  laws  on  the 
books.  □ 

Rights  vote  carries 
at  family  conference 

BALTIMORE,  MD  —  In  a  surprise  vic- 
tory for  gays  and  feminists,  the  North- 
east Regional  Conference  of  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Families 
(WHCF),  held  here  June  5  to  7,  narrow- 
ly passed  a  resolution  which  included  a 
call  for  the  elimination  of  discrimina- 
tion based  on  sexual  preference.  The 
motion  also  endorsed  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  and  the  right  to  choose  an 
abortion. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  one- 
vote  margin,  292-291,  shortly  after  a 
walkout  by  40  "pro-family"  delegates 
who  claimed  that  the  conference  had 
been  manipulated  by  the  forces  of  Presi- 
dent Carter  in  order  to  court  gay  votes. 
However,  Carter's  personally  appointed 
WHCF  organizer,  former  Arkansas 
Congressman  Jim  Tucker,  did  not  vote 
for  the  joint  ERA-abortion-gay  rights 
resolution  and  urged  other  delegates  to 
do  the  same. 

According  to  Eric  Rofes,  a  gay 
Massachusetts  delegate,  "The  passage 
of  the  lesbian  and  gay  rights  resolution 
is  impressive,  particularly  because  there 
were  only  seven  upfront  gay  people  out 
of  over  700  delegates...  The  passage  of 
gay  rights  was  brought  about  by  a  coali- 
tion of  progressive  people  —  including 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  feminists  and 
third-world  people. "□ 

International  News  Credits 

Stephen  J  Risen,  Randolph  Wills,  Ithaca  NY;  Richard 
Globe,  Denmark;  Edward  Sebesta,  California;  Pink  Tri- 
angle, Hong  Kong;  Gay  News,  London;  Gai  Pied,  Paris; 
Lampiao,  Rio  de  Janeiro;  Gay  Scotland,  Edinburgh;  The 
Sentinel,  San  Francisco;  Gay  Community  News,  Boston; 
Bay  Area  Reporter,  San  Francisco;  Gay  Life,  Chicago;  The 
Blade,  Washington,  DC. 


Gay  Brits  demand  job  protection 


LONDON  —  Public  outrage  against 
two  Industrial  Tribunal  rulings  uphold- 
ing the  firing  of  a  gay  handyman  may 
force  the  government  to  enact  some 
form  of  job  protection  for  gays. 

John  Saunders  was  fired  in  August 
1979  by  the  Scottish  National  Camps 
Association  from  a  job  he  had  held  for 
two  years.  The  dismissal  came  after  his 
employer  learned  that  he  was  gay.  Al- 
though a  hearing  before  an  Industrial 
Tribunal  in  November   1979  and  a  sub- 
sequent appeal  in  April   1980  found 
that  Saunders  was  of  no  danger  to 
children,  the  labour  relations  body  ruled 
that  the  firing  was  "reasonable"  be- 
cause of  the  widespread  belief  that  ho- 
mosexuals are  a  "risk." 

Saunders  is  now  making  legal  history 
by  appealing  the  decision  to  the  Court 
of  Session  in  Edinburgh. 

The  Times  called  the  decision  a 
"scandal."  Liberal  Party  leader  David 
Steel  described  the  case  as  "deserving 
the  fullest  possible  support."  The 
Labour  education  critic  called  for  legis- 
lation "to  ensure  that  the  grounds  for 
fair  dismissal  cannot  include  the 
prerogative  of  an  employer  to  exercise 


such  prejudice  against  an  employee." 

Differences  between  gay  groups  have 
been  shelved  in  the  campaign  to  support 
Saunders.  The  Scottish  Homosexual 
Rights  Group  (SHRG)  is  concentrating 
on  building  support  among  Scottish 
members  of  Parliament,  while  the  Brit- 
ish Campaign  for  Homosexual  Equality 
(CHE)  is  lobbying  English  and  Welsh 
MPs. 

A  coalition  called  The  Employment 
Protection  Appeal  (EPA),  which  in- 
cludes SHRG,  CHE,  the  Northern  Ire- 
land Gay  Rights  Association,  the  Na- 
tional Council  for  Civil  Liberties  and 
the  Scottish  Council  for  Civil  Liberties, 
is  co-ordinating  union  and  professional 
support  across  the  British  Isles. 

EPA  met  June  18  with  23  members  of 
Parliament  in  London,  and  argued  for 
changes  in  the  Employment  Protection 
Act  to  safeguard  the  jobs  of  gay  people. 

Saunder's  reinstatement  was  a  major 
demand  of  London's  Gay  Pride  March 
June  28,  and  a  petition  signed  by  thou- 
sands of  gays  and  straights  was  present- 
ed to  Prime  Minister  Margaret  Thatcher 
as  a  part  of  the  ongoing  campaign.  □ 
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A  MAGAZINE 


FOR  GAY  LIBERATION 


Photos: 
Philip  Harmon 

Gayness  is  not  just  in  us,  it  is  around  us.  "Gay  men,"  writes 

Ottawa  photographer  Philip  Hannan,  "have  traditionally  been 

alienated  from  straight-dominated  societies.  They  have  borrowed 

from  that  accumulated  experience  —  using  straight  culture  — 

but  viewing  it  differently. " 

In  this  photoessay,  Hannan  explores 

two  reactions  to  urban  conformity  —  through  his  selection 

and  consequent  subversion  of  the  images  given  him  by  consumer  society, 

and  through  the  transformation  he  imposes  on  his  surroundings 

by  seeking  out  "a  dear  friend  whose  pose  and  attitude  communicate 

something  to  me  that  is  distinctly  Gay." 
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Deliberations 


by  Leo  Casey  and  Alex  Wilson 


Gay-feminist  unity:  thawing  a  frozen  dialogue 


What  is  the  relationship  of  gay  libera- 
tion to  feminism?  Ten  years  into  the 
modern  gay  movement  we  continue  to 
grapple  with  this  perplexing  question. 
Johanna  Stuckey's  recent  article  in  these 
pages  ("The  Politics  of  Powerlessness: 
An  Essay  on  Patriarchy,  Radical  Fem- 
inism and  Gay  Liberation,"  TBP,  May 
1980)  takes  up  this  question  once 
again.  Her  intervention  is  timely,  but 
her  analysis  remains  trapped  within  the 
fixed  positions  that  have  frozen  dia- 
logue on  the  problems  of  gay-feminist 
unity  for  the  last  decade. 

A  fruitful  discussion  of  gay-feminist 
unity  must  recognize  that  past  hopes  for 
cooperation  now  appear  to  have  been, 
at  best,  overly  optimistic.  Joint  campaigns 
and  organizational  efforts  have  failed  at 
least  as  often  as  they  have  succeeded, 
and  the  possibility  of  continued  disunity 
and  division  seems  ever-present. 

One  finds,  on  the  one  hand,  a  posi- 
tion which  condemns  the  gay  movement 
as  a  sexist  manifestation  of  irredeemable 
male  power.  This  view  is  expressed  in 
the  extreme  by  the  brand  of  Radical 
Feminism  forcefully  espoused  in  the 
works  of  Andrea  Dworkin  and  Sally 
Gearhart.  Although  Stuckey  is  more 
sympathetic  than  either  Dworkin  or 
Gearhart  to  cooperation  with  gays,  she 
shares  a  great  deal  with  this  position. 
On  the  other  hand,  one  discovers  a  posi- 
tion which  holds  that  the  feminist  move- 
ment is  more  or  less  a  resurgent  puritan- 
ism  with  an  authoritarian  bent  —  while 
the  gay  male  movement  is  striving 
towards  true  sexual  liberation.  This  gay 
libertarian  position  is  perhaps  best 
represented  by  the  establishment  gay 
male  press  —  most  notably,  The  Advo- 
cate —  and  the  writings  of  a  new  breed 
of  intellectuals  such  as  the  French 
theoretician  Guy  Hocquenghem. 

These  polarized  views  falsely  depict 
the  diversity  of  thought  and  opinion 
within  the  gay  and  feminist  movements: 
there  is  no  orthodox  gay  or  feminist 
"line"  on  the  nature  of  sexual  libera- 
tion, but  rather  a  full  range  of  views. 
And  just  as  The  Advocate  cannot  be 
said  to  speak  for  all  gay  men,  so  too 
does  the  Radical  Feminist  analysis  fail 
to  incorporate  within  itself  many  vital 
strains  of  feminist  thought  and  activity, 
and  particularly  the  many  subtleties  that 
have  been  developed  since  the  early 
Seventies. 

But  it  is  no  longer  sufficient  simply  to 
note  the  heterogeneity  of  the  two  move- 
ments, and  then  locate,  in  the  abstract, 
the  possible  political  basis  of  a  gay-fem- 
inist alliance.  If  we  are  to  overcome  this 
new  polarization  and  move  on  to  build 
a  gay-feminist  alliance,  we  must  begin 
to  understand  the  actual  sources  of  divi- 
sion between  feminists  and  gays  and  ex- 
amine the  real  possibilities  of  overcom- 
ing them. 

Stuckey's  analysis  is  symptomatic  of 
the  shortcomings  of  the  type  of  Radical 
Feminism  we  describe  above.  There  are 
two  outstanding  areas  of  difficulty: 
first,  a  misunderstanding  of  the  source 
and  nature  of  sexism  among  gay  men; 
and  second,  an  inadequate  theory  of  the 
relationship  between  gay  oppression  and 
women's  oppression. 
• 

Stuckey  begins  her  essay  with  the 


broad  claim  that  homosexuality  makes 
men  more  likely  to  be  sexist,  arguing 
that  many  gay  men  are  even  more  sexist 
than  straight  men.  To  support  this  vast 
generalization,  she  provides  the  testi- 
mony of  a  friend  that  "many  gay  men 
are  not  rapists,  but  murderers...  By  liv- 
ing in  a  world  from  which  women  are 
excluded,  such  gay  men  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  annihilate  women."  Her 
argument  draws  upon  a  more  general 
theme  of  Radical  Feminism,  one  put 
forward  most  vociferously  by  Andrea 
Dworkin  and  John  Stoltenberg.  Dwor- 
kin has  written  {off  our  backs,  January 
1979)  that  "sex  and  murder  are  fused  in 
the  male  consciousness,  so  that  the  one 
without  the  possibility  of  the  other  is 
unthinkable  and  impossible...  The  an- 
nihilation of  women  is  the  source  of 
meaning  and  identity  for  men. "Sim- 
ilarly, John  Stolenberg  has  recently 
written,  in  an  essay  ambitiously  entitled 
"What  is  the  Meaning  of  S&M?"  (Gay 
Community  News,  23  February  1980), 
and  endorsed  as  a  male  femilist  view  by 
Sally  Gearhart,  that  "...a  male  sexual 
identity  does  not  cohere  apart  from  the 
history  of  one's  hostility  to  women." 

At  the  heart  of  these  claims  is  a  bio- 
logical determinism  which  attributes  a 
social  problem  —  misogynous  forms  of 
masculinity  —  to  a  biological  fact  — 
male  physiology.  Within  this  narrow 
framework,  aggression  and  violence  are 
necessarily  the  basic  elements  of  a  male 
identity:  this  becomes  obvious  with 
Stoltenberg's  remarkable  claim  that 
erections  are  only  "good  for  rape." 

These  arguments  are  objectionable 
not  because  they  find  sexism  among  gay 
men,  but  because  they  ascribe  that  sex- 
ism to  the  nature  of  gay  sexuality.  In  so 
doing  they  overlook  a  whole  generation 
of  feminist  thought  concerning  the  ma- 
jor way  in  which  women  are  excluded 
from  the  centre  of  power  in  contempo- 
rary society:  the  still  important  sexual 
division  of  labour,  which  restricts  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  women  to 
labour  in  the  home  or  in  low-paying, 
manual  and  secretarial  job  ghettos.  As 
Rayna  Reiter,  Lise  Vogel,  Alice  Kessler- 
Harris  and  numerous  other  feminist 
writers  have  shown,  this  sexual  division 
of  labour  is  grounded  in  the  modern 
nuclear  family,  which  allocates  the 
workplace,  or  the  "public  realm,"  to 
the  the  husband,  and  the  home,  or  the 
"private  realm,"  to  the  wife.  Moreover, 
as  Nancy  Chodorow  has  pointed  out  in 
her  excellent  study,  The  Reproduction 
of  Mothering,  the  sexual  division  of 
labour  is  the  central  source  of  the 
gender  differentiation  between  men  and 
women:  it  is  the  key  to  the  development 
of  sexual  identity. 

The  domestic  sexual  division  of 
labour  is  largely  absent  from  the  lives  of 
gay  men:  we  do  not,  for  the  most  part, 
participate  in  the  nuclear  family  as  hus- 
bands or  fathers.  However,  the  public 
sexual  division  of  labour  is  very  much 
present  in  our  lives:  by  virtue  of  being 
men,  we  have  far  more  access  than  most 
women  to  better  paying  and  profes- 
sional occupations,  not  to  mention  posi- 
tions of  social  power.  Herein  lies  the 
foundation  of  our  male  "privilege."  Be- 
ing gay  provides  no  immunity  from  this 
position  of  privilege  or  male  sexism. 


For  gays,  this  male  privilege  is  real,  if 
still  quite  limited  with  respect  to  that  en- 
joyed by  straight  men:  we  are  subject  to 
considerable  violence  in  our  own  right, 
for  example,  even  while  we  are  largely 
exempt  from  the  rape  and  sexual  vio- 
lence faced  by  women.  Facile  identifi- 
cations of  straight  and  gay  men  in  an 
undifferentiated  system  of  male  priv- 
ilege are  just  as  misleading  as  those 
arguments  which  exempt  gay  men  from 
sexism. 

Sexism  in  gay  male  culture  is  partly 
an  expression  of  our  male  privilege,  but 
it  is  also  a  manifestation  of  the  fact  that 
our  lives  are  surrounded  and  penetrated 
by  the  dominant  straight  universe.  Our 
culture  may  be  an  island,  but  its  boun- 
daries and  activities  are  shaped  through 
a  constant  struggle  with  the  straight 
ocean  around  us.  Sexism  is  first  an  act 
of  oppression  towards  women,  but  it  is 
also  an  accomodation  with  the  straight 
universe,  an  act  of  self-oppression. 

Self-oppression  is  not  unique  to  gay 
men:  like  sexism  among  gay  activists, 
homophobia  in  the  women's  movement 
is  a  serious  problem.  The  potential  for  a 
gay  feminist  alliance  is  not  —  contrary 
to  Johanna  Stuckey  —  simply  "up  to 
gay  men."  It  is  a  mutual  endeavour 
which  demands  that  we  both  face  our 
internal  failings,  be  they  sexism  or 
homophobia. 

• 

The  second  area  of  difficulty  with  this 
type  of  Radical  Feminist  analysis  is  its 
inadequate  explanation  of  the  connec- 
tion between  gay  oppression  and  the  op- 
pression of  women.  It  views  the  oppres- 
sion of  women  by  men  —  or,  if  you 
will,  patriarchy  —  as  the  basic  form  of 
oppression;  all  other  forms  of  oppres- 
sion —  racism,  national  oppression, 
economic  exploitation,  and  anti-gay  dis- 
crimination —  are  built  upon  this  basic 
structure,  and  are,  in  the  last  analysis, 
reducible  to  it.  The  elimination  of  the 
oppression  of  women  is,  therefore,  both 
the  necessary  and  the  sufficient  condi- 
tion for  an  end  to  all  oppression.  In  a 
recent  interview,  Sally  Gearhart,  the 
most  articulate  partisan  of  this  perspec- 
tive, acknowledges  the  difficulty  of  put- 
ting such  a  theory  into  practice  —  par- 
ticularly when  it  comes  to  working  with 
women  of  colour,  for  example.  Never- 
theless, she  maintains  that  "if  we  cure 
sexism,  everything  else  will  cure  itself." 
(Gay  Community  News,  15  December 
1979.) 

For  all  of  its  claims  of  originality, 
such  a  theory  effectively  reproduces  a 
time-worn  formula  for  reducing  all 
social  reality  to  one  effective  phenomen- 
on or  contradiction.  The  ambiguity  and 
complexity  of  everyday  life  is  lost:  ex- 
periences which  cannot  be  translated  in- 
to the  language  of  this  central  phen- 
omenon are  discarded  as  irrelevant. 

This  formula  is  by  no  means  particu- 
lar to  the  Radical  Feminist  analysis. 
Within  the  gay  male  movement  one 
finds  a  parallel  use  of  reductionist  logic. 
In  this  instance  all  social  reality  is 
filtered  through  a  prism  of  gay  ex- 
perience, and  is  reduced  to  the  an- 
tagonism of  the  individual  against  soci- 
ety and  the  state. 

Guy  Hocquenghem,  one  of  a  group 
of  French  intellectuals  to  move  from  a 


1968  gauchisme  to  a  1980  fascination 
with  the  supposed  virtues  of  American 
culture,  takes  such  a  position.  His  chic 
post-Freudian  philosophy  locates  the 
basis  of  all  oppression  in  civilization's 
repression  of  sexual  desire.  Gay  male 
sexual  practice  —  particularly  in  the  US 

—  is  seen  as  the  cutting  edge  of  the 
struggle  to  liberate  sexual  desire. 

Hocquenghem's  libertarianism,  like 
that  of  his  new-found  mentors  among 
the  gay  media,  ignores  the  complex  and 
by  and  large  social  nature  of  power. 
Freedom  is  always  portrayed  as  in- 
dividual freedom.  (Strictly  speaking, 
Hocquenghem's  theory  has  no  individ- 
uals, only  "decentred  subjects."  For 
the  purposes  of  our  treatment  here, 
however,  the  two  can  be  equated.)  And 
any  restriction  of  that  freedom  of  desire 
is,  for  Hocquenghem,  fundamentally 
oppressive.  This  leads  him  to  the  be- 
lief that  rape  is  simply  an  unremark- 
able, everyday  expression  of  desire  and 
aggression,  and  that  feminist  campaigns 
against  rape  and  violence  are 
puritanical. 

The  type  of  Radical  Feminism  and 
Gay  Libertarianism  examined  here  share 
a  fixation  on  the  one  central  contradic- 
tion: both  positions  largely  preclude 
critical  reflection  on  the  relation  of  their 
own  oppression  to  the  oppression  of 
others.  As  a  result,  both  positions  make 
any  alliance  extremely  problematic. 
When  gay  oppression  is  understood  as  a 
mere  expression  of  the  fundamental  so- 
cial contradiction,  women's  oppression, 
the  problem  of  homophobia  and  anti- 
gay  bigotry  in  the  women's  movement 
has  been,  by  definition,  neatly  avoided. 
Likewise,  an  argument  which  treats  the 
struggles  of  gay  men  as  the  only  practice 
striking  at  the  roots  of  oppression  con- 
veniently glosses  over  the  problem  of 
gay  sexism  and  gay  racism. 

But  these  theories  do  not  have  a 
monopoly  on  feminism  and  gay  libera- 
tion. There  are  important  —  and  far 
more  vital  —  traditions  within  both 
feminist  and  gay  liberation  thought 
which  understand  every  form  of  oppres- 
sion as  a  specific  and  unique  set  of 
social  relations.  These  traditions  have 
much  to  learn  from  each  other,  as  the 
different  forms  of  oppression  are  linked 
in  a  general  system  of  power.  Indeed  it 
is  this  general  system  of  power  that 
creates  the  need  for  alliances  among  the 
oppressed.  In  our  view,  those  traditions 
within  feminism  and  gay  liberation 
which  accord  no  absolute  primacy  to 
any  one  form  of  oppression,  and  del- 
egate no  political  authority  to  any  one 
oppressed  group,  provide  the  most  pro- 
ductive basis  for  furtnenng  our  work. 

Gay-feminist  unity  is  not  a  simple 
matter,  and  it  does  not  respond  to  easy 
solutions.  In  the  final  analysis,  it  re- 
quires both  a  careful  study  of  our  in- 
ternal difficulties  and  contradictions 
and  patient,  persevering  effort.  The  dic- 
tum of  Italian  Marxist  Antonio  Gramsci 

—  pessimism  of  the  intellect,  optimism 
of  the  will  —  is  not  an  inappropriate 
stance  for  gay  men  and  feminists  seek- 
ing to  construct  a  political  alliance.  □ 

Deliberations  is  a  column  devoted  to  theoretical 
discussion  and  analysis  of  gay  and  feminist  issues. 
Submissions  are  welcome;  send  them  to:  TBP,  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON MSW 1X9. 
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Lesbian  and  gay  leftists  gather  for  the  first  time  at  a  conference  in  the  US. 

Gary  Kinsman  and  Paul  Trollope  report  on  the  weekend's  activities,  and  Alexander  Wilson  offers  a  critique 


* 


About  150  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  including  around  30 
Third  World  people,  con- 
verged for  the  American 
Memorial  Day  weekend  May  23-26  on 
the  tiny  farming  community  of  Shirley, 
NJ  for  the  first  Northeast  Conference 
of  Multinational  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male 
Feminist  Socialists. 

Billed  as  "the  rise  of  the  Lavender 
Left,"  the  conference  attracted  at  least 
as  many  lesbians  as  gay  men.  It  had  its 
origins  in  discussions  held  when  about 
50  lesbian  and  gay  male  socialists  met 
for  dinner  after  the  October  14,  1979 
national  gay  march  on  Washington. 

Conference  participants  came  mostly 
from  the  largest  cities  of  the  American 
Northeast  (Boston,  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  and  Washington,  DC), 
but  five  of  us  attended  from  Toronto, 
and  two  gay  men  from  Quebec  City 
were  also  there. 

Opening  the  conference,  which  was 
called  "to  provide  an  opportunity  for 
lesbians  and  gay  males  to  discuss  per- 
spectives on  Marxism  and  lesbian  and 
gay  liberation,  and  to  develop  strategies 
on  what  is  to  be  done,"  Joyce  Levine  of 
the  New  York  City  Committee  of  Les- 
bian and  Gay  Male  Socialists  (CLGMS) 
and  Dykes  Against  Racism  Everywhere 
(DARE)  said: 

"Because  many  of  us  are  oppressed 
on  many  levels  we  know  that  we  cannot 
separate  our  oppressions.  We  have 
learned  that  the  same  enemy  who  denies 
us  our  dignity  and  humanity  as  lesbians 
and  gay  males  also  robs  us  of  all  the 
richness  of  life  and  poisons  us  with  the 
diseases  of  racism,  sexism  and  hetero- 
sexism." 

The  two  main  themes  of  the  confer- 
ence were  "building  an  anti-racist  les- 
bian and  gay  movement,"  and  "how  to 
fight  the  Right  and  win,"  but  one  of  the 
other  keynote  panel  discussions  was 
supposed  to  explore  the  meaning  of 
feminist  socialism.  Unfortunately,  this 
panel  was  dominated  by  individuals 
who  announced  themselves  as  speaking 
for  particular  political  parties.  They 
seemed  to  feel  their  task  was  to  deliver 
the  party  position  on  feminism  and  so- 
cialism, rather  than  to  contribute  to  a 
discussion  aimed  at  defining  our  politics 
as  feminist  socialists 


T 
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Although  debate  as  to  the  validity  of 
feminist  socialism  was  not  within  the 
objectives  of  the  conference,  Florence 
Buckley  of  the  Philadelphia  Workers 
Organizing  Committee  (PWOC)  deliv- 
ered a  scathing  attack  on  feminism  as  an 
"inherently  racist  ideology."  Ignoring 
the  fact  that  the  conference  was  set  up 
for  feminist  socialists  to  discuss  their 
politics  and  priorities,  Buckley  used  the 
panel  discussion  as  a  platform  to  de- 
nounce feminism  as  middle-class  and 
anti-working  class.  Her  polemic  gener- 
ated much  political  hostility  and  contro- 
ver  in  an  extended  discussion  period, 
but  unfortunately  also  seemed  to  be  in- 


strumental in  effectively  striking  femin- 
ism from  the  agenda  for  the  balance  of 
the  conference. 

Other  speakers  on  the  panel  included 
Laurie  Morton,  who  expressed  the  views 
of  the  Seattle-based  Freedom  Socialist 
Party;  Juanita  Ramos,  a  Third  World 
lesbian  who  formerly  worked  with  the 
Comite  Homosexuel  Latin-Americano; 
and  Marc  Killinger,  a  member  of  the 
New  American  Movement,  whose  re- 
marks were  mainly  personal  reflections 
and  anecdotes. 

In  a  panel  on  "how  to  fight  the  Right 
and  win,"  Rachel  Duell,  a  hospital  un- 
ion steward,  spoke  of  a  successful  cam- 


paign in  her  local  to  defeat  an  attempt 
by  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  to  take  over  the 
union.  She  described  how  the  Klan  uses 
racism  and  heterosexism  to  divide  and 
intimidate  workers.  The  horrors  of  right 
wing  activity  in  the  United  States  were 
brought  home  to  us  by  Duell's  account 
of  how  one  gay  worker  who  stood  up  to 
the  Klan  was  viciously  queer-baited  and 
finally  murdered. 

One  of  the  high  points  of  the  confer- 
ence was  the  panel  discussion  on  "how 
to  build  an  anti-racist  lesbian /gay 
movement,"  in  which  Joan  Gibbs,  a 
black  lesbian  from  the  radical  New  York 
City  newsweekly  The  Guardian  and 


Questions  not  on  the  agenda 


"This  is  a  world  historic  moment," 
announced  Joyce  Levine  at  the  opening 
of  the  conference.  And  indeed,  many  of 
us  had  come  with  expectations  which,  if 
not  quite  so  grand,  were  at  least  bright 
with  the  prospect  of  meeting  other  gay 
leftists,  and  of  discussing,  outside  of  a 
reformist  framework,  the  status  of  the 
movement. 

The  conference  took  place  at  a  sum- 
mer camp  of  sorts  in  a  verdant,  swampy 
farming  region  an,  hour  or  two  outside 
Philadelphia.  The  few  children  who  came 
were  far  from  being  the  only  ones  who 
enjoyed  being  in  the  country:  many  of  us 
found  the  neighbourhood  hogs  and  goats 
to  our  liking,  and  it  seems  that  everyone 
went  for  walks  in  the  meadows  of  clover 
and  chamomile.  There  was  even  a  pool  — 


of  sorts:  by  the  third  day  it  was  half  full 
and  a  great  relief  from  the  increasingly 
fetid  air  of  climate  and  conference  alike. 

The  programme  was  rather  less  sub- 
stantial than  one  had  hoped.  Feminism 
was  to  have  been  a  central  theme.  But 
following  the  inauspicious  and  embaras- 
sing  first  session,  at  which  the  women's 
movement  was  denounced  as  being 
"anti-working  class  and  inherently 
racist, "  the  matter  was  swept  tidily  under 
the  rug.  No  surprise,  then,  that  there  was 
little  or  no  discussion  —  among  the  men 
at  least  —  of  what  socialist-feminism  is, 
the  relation  it  bears  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  movement,  or  how  such  an  analysis 
might  be  taken  up  by  leftists  working 
within  the  gay  community.  Indeed,  there 
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was  no  discussion  of  homosexuality  it- 
self, and  its  significance  to  the  revolu- 
tionary process.  These  questions  were 
simply  not  on  the  agenda,  and  I  gather 
that  they  were  not  among  the  interests  of 
most  of  the  participants.  Perhaps  these 
issues  are  not  felt  with  the  same  urgency 
in  the  United  States  as  they  are  in  Cana- 
da, England  or  France.  And  to  be  sure, 
theoretical  questions  are  legitimately  dif- 
ficult. It  is  my  impression,  however,  that 
there  is  a  pressing  need  for  such  work: 
one  would  have  thought  a  conference  of 
lesbian  and  gay  socialists  the  most  likely 
terrain  on  which  it  could  begin. 

If  theoretical  issues  were  ignored,  prac- 
tical ones  were  certainly  given  fair  hear- 
ing. The  men  and  women  present  are  in- 
volved in  a  tremendous  diversity  of  poli- 
tical work  and  the  conlerence  was  very 
successful  as  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  information  and  sharing  of  moral  sup- 
port. But  with  the  absence  of  any  larger 
theoretical  context  in  which  to  situate 
such  struggles,  the  more  general  task  of 
outlining  a  coherent  strategy  tor  the 
movement  was  left  unaddressed 

Finally,  the  peculiarly  American  nature 
of  the  conference  made  it  even  more  dif- 
ficult for  generalizations  to  emerge  from 
the  discussions  It  never  seemed  to  occur 
to  most  people  that  the  material  bases  of 
American  politics  are  not  those  of  the 
rest  of  the  world 

A  tew  days  before  the  conference 
opened,  someone  got  the  idea  that  our 
activities  should  not  be  restricted  to  the 
solely  "political  "  Thus,  the  Saturday 
evening  was  given  over  to  what  was 
called  a  "cultural  event  "  We  were  treated 
to  a  performance  of  the  left  at  what  must 
be  one  of  its  most  scandalous  moments, 
tor  even  when  political  music  is  good  — 
as,  say.  with  Chilean  revolutionary  songs 
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from  Dykes  Against  Racism  Everywhere 
(DARE)  gave  an  historical  account  of 
racism  in  the  USA  and  its  interaction 
with  all  other  forms  of  oppression  and 
exploitation.  Along  with  Sara  Bennett, 
also  of  The  Guardian  and  DARE,  and 
Claudette  Furlonge,  of  DARE  and 
Workers  World  Party,  she  said  that  the 
history  of  the  USA  made  it  impossible 
to  talk  of  revolutionary  social  change 
without  taking  up  the  fight  against 
racism. 

Also  raised  in  the  discussion  on  rac- 
ism was  the  issue  of  gentrification  or 
"urban  removal,"  a  process  in  which 
middle-class  white  people,  sometimes 
including  significant  numbers  of  gay 
men,  are  used  by  developers  to  buy 
back  and  gain  control  over  urban-core, 
Third- World-residential  communities . 
These  areas  are  thus  prepared  for  reno- 
vation and  conversion  into  middle-class 
white  neighbourhoods,  supposedly  in 
order  to  attract  more  investment  capital 
to  downtown  areas  and  to  bring  middle- 
class  white  consumers  back  downtown. 
In  some  cities  where  gentrification  is 
taking  place,  tensions  between  white  gay 
men  and  Third  World  people  have 
arisen.  It  was  stressed  that  we  must  not 
allow  ourselves  to  be  used  against  the 
interests  of  working-class  and  Third 
World  people. 

Branching  out  from  the  general  con- 
ference themes,  smaller  workshops  of 
15-30  people  met  to  discuss  such  topics 
as:  organizing  against  the  Klan,  present- 
ly on  the  rise  in  the  USA  (the  Klan  has 
just  opened  an  office  in  Toronto);  or- 
ganizing in  unions  against  racism;  fight- 
ing media  abuses;  cultural  work;  and 


anarchist  perspectives. 

The  very  full  long  weekend  of  plenary 
sessions,  panel  discussions  and  work- 
shops also  included  social  events,  cul- 
tural activities  with  music  by  invited 
performers,  and  get-togethers  in  which 
conference  participants  sang  and  shared 
experiences.  As  well  as  being  a  political 
conference,  the  weekend  was  a  time  for 
meeting  new  friends,  sharing  experi- 
ences, and  new  beginnings,  but  it  also 
involved  frustration  at  the  lack  of  devel- 
opment of  the  discussion  about  femin- 
ism, and  impatience  with  the  apparent 
inability  of  affiliated  socialists  (mem- 
bers of  Left  parties)  to  break  with  tradi- 
tional party  sectarianism  in  order  to  en- 
gage in  productive  discussions.  The  pre- 
sence of  this  "party-ism"  was  an  im- 
pediment to  the  progress  of  debate,  and 
an  obstacle  rather  that  an  aid  to  move- 
ment-building. 

The  final  conference  session  launched 
a  national  Lavender  Left  network,  and 
initial  plans  were  made  for  a  network 
newsletter  to  be  produced  four  times  a 
year. 

Despite  many  reservations  about  sub- 
jects that  were  either  not  addressed  or 
else  inadequately  discussed  (such  as 
building  an  independent  feminist  social- 
ist perspective,  the  relationship  of  les- 
bian and  gay  activists  to  the  ghetto,  and 
the  interrelation  between  our  personal, 
sexual  and  political  lives),  we  came 
away  from  the  conference  feeling 
strengthened.  □ 

The  Lavender  Left  network  can  be  contacted  by 
writing  to:  Box  512,  Village  Stn,  New  York,  NY 
USA  10014.  A  Lavender  Left  group  is  in  the  pro- 
cess of  forming  in  Toronto  as  well. 
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—  its  romanticism  leaves  a  saccharine 
taste  in  the  mouth.  With  the  exception  of 
a  few  women  who  seemed  to  know  what 
they  were  doing,  one  longed,  frankly,  for 
the  music  one  left  behind  with  the  more 
properly  contradictory  reality  of  late  capi- 
talist society. 

I  can't  help  thinking  that  among  leftists 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  confusion  and 
naivete-  about  cultural  practice.  At  a  work- 
shop organized  to  discuss  cultural  work, 
for  example,  the  clumsy  notions  of  aes- 
thetics and  politics  that  were  uncritically 
aired  were  fished  out  of  countercultural 
traditions  that  I  thought  had  long  since 
been  banished.  One  fellow  argued  that 
baking  pies  was  art.  Another  spoke  of 
leading  a  "discover  your  city"  scavenger 
hunt  through  the  ghetto.  The  moment 
was  saved  by  a  Cuban  man:  his  dis- 
cussion of  the  dominant  role  of  North 
American  culture  in  Latin  America,  and 
the  deeply  oppositional  nature  of  Latino 
culture  in  the  United  States,  none  too 
subtly  damned  the  entire  myopic  work- 
shop. 

Since  then,  I've  come  across  a  remark 
John  Berger  made  in  a  recent  interview 

—  friar  leftists  who  give  absolute  priority 
to  the  political  transformation  of  society 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  arts. 
Although  I  think  one  would  want  to  argue 
with  Berger's  conclusions,  his  despair  in 
the  face  of  vulgar  Marxist  art  on  the  one 
hand,  and  bourgeois  lifestylism  on  the 
other,  is  certainly  understandable. 

The  most  telling  contradictions  of  the 
conference  —  and  the  most  disturbing 
ones  —  were  visible  among  the  men, 
both  in  the  way  they  chose  to  relate,  and 
in  the  way  they  approached  issues.  Most 
of  them  were  astoundingly  estranged,  In 
their  political  work  at  least,  from  the  gay 
male  community.  This  shifted  the  focus 
of  the  conference  from  that  community  to 
the  community  of  the  left.  The  primary 
concern  became  how  gay  leftists  can 
support  this  or  that  issue,  not  how  it  is 
we  are  to  build  a  class-conscious  gay 
movement  (at  the  workshop  with  this  title, 
only  three  of  the  20  people  present  were 
men).  The  cities  these  men  are  from  have 
highly  developed  gay  ghettos,  yet  there 
was  virtually  no  discussion  of  the  ghetto. 
Affiliated  leftists  used  their  official  status 


to  avoid  the  issue  —  out  of  some  sense 
of  "revolutionary  purity, "  I  suppose. 

Early  in  the  conference,  a  large  number 
of  men  got  together  to  form  a  faggot's 
caucus.  It  would  be  here,  I  had  hoped, 
that  our  everyday  lives  would  be  talked 
about  in  order  to  ground  our  political  dis- 
course. But  instead,  one  was  faced  with 
the  concerns  of  the  Radical  Fairies  —  a 
countercultural,  "spiritual"  movement 
from  the  West  Coast.  For  men  interested 
neither  in  sectarian  parties  nor  in  Radical 
Fairy  activity,  there  were  no  options  to 
speak  of.  And  certainly,  neither  of  these 
corresponds  to  the  material  conditions  of 
the  gay  male  community.  One  wonders, 
finally,  what  is  the  constituency  of  these 
men? 

I  had  a  different  sense  of  the  women 
—  though  admittedly,  I  had  no  access  to 
their  discussions  or  activities.  Without 
the  contradictions  of  the  ghetto  to  deal 
with,  and  with  a  very  real  community  be- 
hind their  actions,  they  struck  me  as  be- 
ing far  more  involved  with  working  sit- 
uations as  lesbians.  They  were  also  more 
specifically  integrated  and  less  heir- 
archical (most  workshops  organized  by 
men,  for  example,  were  dominated  by 
"leaders").  The  women  were,  in  a  word, 
more  radical.  They  know  all  about  baking 
pies,  and  that  is  housework,  not  art. 

In  sum,  there  were  interesting  people 
present,  but  few  interesting  discussions. 
It  should  be  said,  however,  that  the  com- 
plexion of  the  conference  —  political, 
social  and  otherwise  —  was  diverse  and 
the  participants  surely  came  with  differ- 
ing expectations.  One  would  hope,  finally, 
that  conferences  of  gay  leftists  would 
continue,  even  if  the  most  encouraging 
aspect  of  this  first  one  was  that  it  took 
place.  Evidently,  there  is  much  to  work 
toward. 

Alexander  WllsonO 
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Out  in  the  Basque  country 


Marches,  riots,  tear  gas  — 
even  murder  —  as  one 
minority  struggles  to 
establish  itself  within 
another.  TBP's  Tim 
McCaskell  reports  on  how 
Basque  sexual,  social  and 
nationalist  politics 
are  mixing. 


Sunday,  10  June  1979,  3:30  AM. 
The  Apolo  Bar  was  almost 
empty.  Stale  cigarette  smoke 
hung  in  the  air  as  a  few  clients 
nursed  their  drinks. 

Vincente  Vadillo  sat  alone  at  his 
table.  No  one  remembers  when  Vadillo, 
an  immigrant  from  Spain's  rural  south, 
had  first  arrived  in  Renteria,  one  of  the 
towns  making  up  the  industrial  belt  that 
surrounds  the  Basque  city  of  San  Sebas- 
tian, a  few  miles  from  the  French 
border. 

In  Renteria,  Vincente  Vadillo  was  bet- 
ter known  as  Francis  the  Queer.  Francis 
was  one  of  the  32-year-old  transvestitc's 
stage  names,  and  after  a  few  years  in  the 
town,  all  Renteria  had  become  his  stage. 
He  was  a  local  character,  treated  with 
bemused  tolerance,  mixed  perhaps  with 
contempt.  Everyone  knew  him. 

The  Apolo  often  featured  transvestite 
shows,  but  Francis  had  not  been  work- 
ing that  night.  He  was  dressed  "nor- 
mally" as  a  man. 


Another  man  entered  the  bar.  Wit- 
nesses said  he  had  a  wild  look  in  his 
eyes,  as  if  he  were  drunk  or  stoned.  He 
asked  for  a  drink.  The  bartender  replied 
that  it  was  too  late.  The  bar  was  closed. 
The  man  was  loud,  aggressive.  He  said 
he  was  a  member  of  the  National 
Police.  He  demanded  service.  The  bar- 
tender refused. 

The  policeman  pulled  out  his  pistol 
and  began  waving  it  around.  "You 
Basques  all  hate  us  just  because  we 
belong  to  the  Spanish  Police,"  he 
shouted.  "I've  never  killed  anybody, 
but  you  look  at  me  as  if  I  were  an  in- 
vader or  a  murderer.  I'm  so  sick  of  it 
tonight  I  am  ready  to  kill  one  of  you 
bastards." 

"Well,  if  you  need  to  kill  someone  so 
bad,  here  I  am,"  said  the  sarcastic  voice 
of  the  transvestite.  The  cop,  his  face 
distorted  with  rage,  turned  and  fired  his 
pistol  at  close  range.  The  bullet  entered 
Vadillo's  left  eye.  Francis  the  Queer  was 
dead  before  he  hit  the  floor. 

Renteria  is  a  town  of  more  than 
50,000  people.  But,  perhaps  because 
they  are  squeezed  so  closely  together  in 
lumbering  old  apartments,  or  perhaps 
because  the  residents'  common  work- 
ing-class background  generates  such  a 
feeling  of  community,  the  place  has  a 
grapevine  that  functions  better  than  that 
of  most  small  villages.  By  Sunday  after- 
noon there  were  few  who  did  not  know 
that  I  Spanish  cop  had  killed  somehods 
in  (he  Apolo  the  night  before.  A  crowd 
of  200  people  gathered  spontaneously  in 
the  town  square.  They  decided  to  hold  a 
public  meeting  the  next  day  and  fanned 


out  to  the  bars  and  other  public  gather- 
ing places  to  pass  the  word. 

There  is  a  latent  fury  that  runs 
through  the  people  of  the  Basque  coun- 
try, a  nationalistic  fury  against  the 
Madrid  government  and  its  police  force 
that  trampled  on  Basque  national 
rights,  language  and  culture  during  the 
40  years  of  Franco's  dictatorship.  To 
the  people  of  Renteria  this  was  simply 
one  more  victim,  one  more  atrocity, 
committed  by  an  occupying  army. 

The  morning  paper,  controlled  by 
sympathizers  of  Franco's  heirs  and  their 
police  forces,  reported  the  incident  the 
following  Monday.  The  headline  read, 
"Man  dressed  as  woman  killed  in  bar." 
Obviously  this  was  not  something  to  get 
upset  about  —  after  all,  it  was  just  a 
faggot.  But  in  spite  of  this  attempt  to 
defuse  the  issue,  and  despite  the  danger 
of  police  attack,  more  than  4,000  people 
gathered  in  the  town  square  Monday  af- 
ternoon. They  were  angry  and  ready  to 
hear  and  to  snout  back  the  familiar 
demands  for  regional  autonomy,  with- 
drawal of  the  National  Police,  and  an 
end  to  the  vestiges  of  Spain's  years  of 
fascist  dictatorship. 

But  then  something  happened  that 
was  not  at  all  familiar  in  Basque  nation 
alist  or  working-class  politics.  "Oui 
next  speaker  is  ■  representative  of 
i  HOAM,  the  Basque  Gaj  l  iteration 
Front."  Interest  gave  way  to  astonish 
mcni  as  a  familiar  face  look  the  ill 
1  he  young  man  was  a  lifelong  resident 
ol  the  (own,  a  union  militant  and  a  well 
known  political  activist,  Mikcl  (  oiule, 
who  had  secretly  joined  I  HOAM  less 


than  a  year  before,  was  coming  out  in 
style. 

Conde  read  the  communique  pre- 
pared by  his  organization.  He  de- 
nounced the  press  for  trying  to  manipu- 
late public  opinion  and  for  using  fag- 
baiting  to  divert  public  attention  from 
the  crimes  of  the  National  Police.  He 
pointed  out  how  sexual  repression  in 
general  and  the  oppression  of  homosex- 
uals in  particular  was  part  and  parcel  of 
the  system  that  oppressed  the  Basque 
country  and  exploited  its  working-class 
citizens.  He  demanded  that  people  have 
the  freedom  to  dress  however  they 
wished  without  fear  of  ridicule  or  police 
harassment.  He  called  on  workers  to  or- 
ganize a  general  strike  and  to  discuss 
sexual  liberation  and  oppression  in  their 
assemblies. 

A  few  minutes  later,  police  dispersed 
the  crowd  with  tear  gas,  rubber  builds 
and  clubs.  The  battle  raged  for  hours. 
But  the  word  was  out.  On  Tuesday  the 
industrial  suburb  closed  down  in  a  gen- 
eral strike  protesting  the  killing.  Sexual 
liberation  was  a  locus  ol  discussion  m 
dozens  of  workplaces,  [wo  thousand 
people  marched  through  San  Sebastian 
under  the  banners  o\  I  HOAM  in  the 
group's  tirst  public  demonstration  in 
the  city.  In  Renteria.  the  working 
people  took  up  a  collection  to  send  the 
bod)  Ol  I  i.uk'is  back  to  his  lather  in 
southern  Spam. 

• 
I  he  light  of  the  late  afternoon  sun 
illuminated  two  massive  laces  ot  rock 
cleft  by  a  canyon  with  almost  parpen 
dicular  stone  walls    "If  this  isn't  the 
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gateway  to  the  Basque  country  it  should 
be,"  I  thought.  The  road  wound  its  way 
through  the  pass,  solid  rock  on  the  right 
and  a  churning  river  on  the  left.  The 
arid  rolling  country  pf  Spain  was  trans- 
formed into  a  thousand  shades  of  green. 
Euskadi,  as  the  Basque  country  is 
called,  appeared  to  be  a  cross  between 
Ireland  and  the  Swiss  Alps  —  green  for- 
ests studded  with  pastures  and  pictur- 
esque stone  villages,  and,  when  one 
least  expects  it,  rocky  crags  that  leap 
into  the  sky. 

The  terrain  helps  explain  why  the 
Basques  were  able  to  maintain  their 
independence  and  culture  for  so  many 
years.  Never  conquered  by  the  invading 
Moors,  Euskadi  was  not  even  fully 
Christianized  until  the  11th  century. 
Euskera,  the  national  language,  is  not 
related  to  Spanish  or  French.  In  fact,  it 
is  in  a  language  group  all  its  own,  and 
its  origins  are  shrouded  in  mystery  and 
scientific  dispute. 

The  Autonomous  Basque  Republic 
was  a  major  centre  of  resistance  to 
Franco's  armies  during  the  civil  war. 
Gernika,  the  spiritual  capital  of  the 
Basque  people,  was  only  subdued  after 
massive  fascist  bombing  which  left  most 
of  the  town  in  ruins,  an  event  immortal- 
ized in  paint  by  Picasso.  But  neither 
military  defeat  nor  the  subsequent  years 
of  repression  was  able  to  extinguish 
Basque  aspirations  for  national  autono- 
my and  social  justice. 

We  descended  from  the  pass  toward 
San  Sebastian,  through  quaint  rural 
towns  dominated  by  heavy  old  apart- 
ment buildings.  In  the  late  nineteenth 
century  the  rich  iron  deposits  here  were 
the  basis  of  Spain's  first  industrial  rev- 
olution. The  three  Basque  provinces  of 
Araba,  Bizkaia,  and  Gipuzkoa  are  still 
among  the  most  industrialized  and  ur- 
banized in  Spain.  San  Sebastian,  a 
slightly  faded  but  still  elegant  seaside 
resort,  is  the  capital  of  Gipuzkoa.  An 
aristocratic  promenade,  ideal  for  cruis- 
ing, overlooks  the  sweeping  beach  that 
once  attracted  the  better  families  of 
Europe  on  their  summer  vacations.  The 
water  is  still  clean  since  the  city's  in- 
dustries are  located  in  a  belt  of  smaller 
less  "sophisticated"  towns  on  the 
periphery  —  towns  such  as  Renteria. 

While  the  flavour  of  elegant  leisure 
still  lingers  on  in  San  Sebastian, 
Renteria  has  a  different  kind  of  class.  It 
is  dominated  by  chunky  apartment  buil- 
dings —  workers'  flats  —  and  a  sense  of 
community  that  makes  it  impossible  to 
walk  two  blocks  without  bumping  into  a 
neighbour  or  a  workmate  or  a  friend. 

Mikel  is  unemployed.  He  was  fired  from 
his  job  for  union  agitation  over  a  year 
ago.  Like  most  unmarried  young  men  in 
Renteria,  he  lives  with  his  family.  His 
mother  is  Basque,  his  father  an  immi- 
grant labourer  from  the  south  who  came 
looking  for  work  after  the  civil  war. 


Theirs  is  a  tightly  knit,  fiercely  protec- 
tive family  —  republican,  anti-fascist 
and  anti-clerical.  It  is  also  a  family  that 
has  learned  to  accept  a  faggot  son  and  is 
learning  to  talk  gay  politics  around  the 
dinner  table. 

"It  gave  us  a  bit  of  a  scare  at  first," 
said  Mikel's  mother  as  she  dished  an- 
other helping  of  food  on  my  plate.  "We 
didn't  understand  much  about  it.  Now 
it's  all  right.  We  realize  that  everybody 
is  different...  that  everybody  has  the 
right  to  live  as  they  want  to. ..  as  they 
need  to." 

"I'd  never  really  hid  the  fact  but  I 
hadn't  actually  come  out  to  them,  ei- 
ther," Mikel  explained  later  as  we 
sipped  soft  drinks  and  ate  olives  in  the 
community  association  bar.  "But  after  I 
read  the  EHGAM  communique  to  the 
demonstration  I  knew  I  was  going  to 
have  to  talk  to  them  because  they  were 
going  to  read  it  in  the  papers  anyway. 
So  I  explained  that  the  cop  had  killed 
Francis  and  I  had  spoken  as  a  member 
of  EHGAM  in  the  town  square.  I  told 
them  it  wasn't  just  a  matter  of  being 
able  to  love  men  but  that  it  was  a  polit- 
ical struggle.  We  had  to  struggle  for  our 
freedom  the  same  way  that  the  workers 
had  to  struggle  against  the  capitalists  — 
that  helped  them  understand.  My  moth- 
er has  always  been  pretty  traditional  in 
her  beliefs.  She  began  to  cry.  She  said  I 
should  be  really  careful  not  to  get 
beaten  up  by  machos.  My  father  was  a 
bit  uptight.  He  didn't  want  anyone  to 
say  he  had  a  faggot  son. 

"Since  then  they've  understood  a  lot 
more.  My  relationship  with  them  is 
more  equal.  I've  met  other  people  from 
the  organization.  But  I  want  to  teach 
them  more  than  tolerance.  I  want  them 
to  take  a  part  in  the  struggle  against  the 
repressive  morality  of  this  society."  To 
go  beyond  tolerance  was  no  personal 
ideal  of  Mikel's.  As  I  was  to  find  out 
later,  it  was  of  central  importance  to  the 
organization  to  which  he  belonged. 

Mikel's  relationship  to  his  community 
was  even  more  remarkable.  During  my 
visit  we  never  left  the  house  without 
sporting  pink  triangles.  Nor  was  it  pos- 
sible to  walk  two  blocks  without  saying 
hello  or  stopping  to  chat  with  someone. 
It  seemed  as  if  he  knew  everyone  in 
town  and  was  on  a  first  name  basis  with 
all  of  them.  And  everyone  knew  that 
Mikel  was  a  fag. 

I  was  astonished  at  Mikel's  integra- 
tion into  his  community.  I  found  myself 
asking  him,  "Was  he  gay?  Is  she  a  les- 
bian?" The  answer  was  usually  no.  I  be- 
gan to  realize  how  accustomed  I  was  to 
neat  categories,  to  a  world  cleanly  di- 
vided into  gay  and  straight  continents. 
Not  knowing  people's  sexual  orienta- 
tion was  a  little  disturbing. 

The  Basques,  in  spite  of  their  streak 
of  political  radicalism,  have  always  been 
reputed  to  be  one  of  the  most  conserva- 
tive and  traditional  of  the  Spanish  min- 
orities. Yet  Mikel  had  managed  to  come 
out  and  link  his  personal  struggle  with 
the  broader  struggle  of  his  community, 

"Man  dressed  as  woman  killed  in  bar": 

The  death  of  Vincente  Vadillo  sparks  protest 


and  therefore  found  himself  neither 
isolated  nor  exiled  to  the  ghetto. 

Almost  as  surprising  for  me  as  his  in- 
tegration into  a  straight  working  class 
world  was  Mikel's  deep  relationship 
with  lesbian  friends.  A  lesbian  couple 
who  lived  a  few  blocks  away  were  just 
breaking  up  after  a  seven-year  relation- 
ship. It  was  a  painful  time  for  a  wide 
circle  of  friends,  straight  and  gay,  which 
included  Mikel's  family.  The  problem 
worried  everybody.  The  chasms  be- 
tween lesbians  and  gay  men  or  between 
gay  people  and  straight  that  I  knew  in 
North  America  seemed  insignificant 
here.  Advice,  support,  and  sympathy 
were  offered  from  all  sides. 

This  personal  integration  was  not, 
however,  reflected  in  EHGAM's  organiz- 
ation. The  San  Sebastian  group  has 
been  all-male  from  the  beginning.  When 
I  asked  him,  Mikel  felt  it  was  obvious 
that  lesbians  were  oppressed  both  for 
their  sex  and  their  sexuality.  When  they 
were  ready  they  would  organize  them- 
selves independently  within  the 
women's  movement.  As  I  travelled  on  I 
found  there  was  little  consensus  on  the 
best  political  relationship  between  gay 
men  and  lesbians  in  Euskadi.  But  whe- 
ther lesbians  remained  unorganized  as 
in  San  Sebastian  or  organized  separately 
as  in  Bilbao  or  belonged  to  EHGAM  as 
in  Vitoria,  the  pattern  of  personal  in- 
teraction and  warm  friendships  between 
gay  women  and  men  was  the  same. 


ft  was  a  cool,  wet  afternoon  as  I 
hitchhiked  to  Bilbao.  The  peaks  of 
the  mountains  lost  themselves  in  a 
heavy  sky.  "Typical  Basque 
weather,"  I  was  told. 

While  I  waited  to  meet  my  contact 
from  EHGAM,  I  walked  through  the 
winding  stone  streets  of  the  old  city  cen- 
tre, alive  with  bars,  cafes  and  restau- 
rants, I  was  surprised  to  find  walls  and 
hoardings  papered  with  purple  and 
white  posters.  "Lesbian,"  they  said, 
"reconquer  your  identity."  In  a  central 
square  I  found  a  large  poster  advertising 
an  educational  forum  organized  by 
EHGAM. 

Bilbao,  the  capital  of  Bizkaia,  is  the 
industrial  heart  of  Euskadi.  With  its 
surrounding  towns,  the  metropolitan 
area  reaches  a  population  of  two  mil- 
lion. It  was  here  that  EHGAM  was  first 
organized  in  1976. 

Jose  Mari  Gil  has  been  working  with 
EHGAM  in  Bilbao  for  the  last  two  and  a 
half  years  and  does  much  of  the  art 
work  for  their  magazine  Gay  Hotsa.  He 
is  one  of  the  lucky  few  who  do  not  live 
at  home.  His  father  is  a  custodian  in  a 
local  school  and  has  also  built  up  a 
small  business  as  a  travelling  salesman. 
Jose  supports  himself  selling  woolen 
goods  in  the  markets  of  the  small  towns 
surrounding  Bilbao.  His  apartment  is 
half  full  of  boxes  of  sweaters  and  socks. 

"I  came  out  to  my  parents  a  couple 
of  years  ago,"  he  told  me.  "I  think  our 
relationship  has  been  much  more  honest 
since."  The  two  friends  who  share  his 
apartment  weren't  so  lucky.  They  were 
both  thrown  out  of  their  homes  when 
they  came  out.  "That's  pretty  much  the 
norm  here,"  says  Jon  who  has  been 
working  with  EHGAM  for  only  two 
months.  "If  my  parents  found  out,  I'm 
sure  I'd  be  out  on  the  street." 

Unlike  Mikel,  who  decided  he  was 
gay  after  reading  an  EHGAM  manifesto 
in  a  left-wing  magazine,  neither  Jose 
Mari  or  Jon  have  had  experience  work- 
ing with  the  parties  of  the  political  left. 

Jose  Mari  had  been  suspicious  of  pol- 
itics, but  came  to  his  first  EHGAM  meet- 
ing after  he  was  fed  up  with  the  "super- 
ficial" life  he  had  found  in  Bilbao's 


EMK  poster:  open  to  a  gay  critique 


rather  closety  ghetto.  Jon  decided  he 
had  to  get  involved  when  he  returned 
from  military  service.  Both  found  the 
organization  offered  them  satisfaction 
and  personal  relationships  which  they 
were  unable  to  find  elsewhere,  and  were 
swept  up  in  its  ongoing  work.  "When  I 
started  to  help  out  two  months  ago  I 
said  I  couldn't  do  any  public  work," 
Jon  told  me.  "But  after  a  few  days  I 
sort  of  got  carried  away.  I  was  out  on 
the  street  putting  up  posters  and  going 
to  political  meetings.  We  were  really  in- 
volved in  this  last  election  campaign. 
We  put  up  literature  tables  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  left-wing  parties  and  often 
would  read  a  communique.  Although 
we  are  nonpartisan,  we  supported  the 
left.  Our  slogan  was,  'Gays,  don't  vote 
for  those  who  oppress  you.'" 


April  14  —  the  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  Spanish 
republic  —  a  subversive  anni- 
versary. Spain  is  officially  a 
monarchy  —  part  of  the  Franco  herit- 
age. In  Renteria,  a  grotesque  dummy  of 
his  royal  highness  Juan  Carlos  I  was 
hung  by  its  neck  from  a  pavilion  in  the 
central  square.  Groups  of  townspeople 
stood  around  and  clapped  with  delight. 
I  attended  a  semi-clandestine  meeting 
organized  by  the  EMK,  the  Basque 
Communist  Movement,  to  celebrate  the 
founding  of  Republican  Spain  in  the 
1930s.  From  the  faces  and  hands  and 
clothes  of  the  people  around  me,  I 
could  see  I  was  in  a  room  of  working 
people;  there  was  also  a  small  number 
of  students.  The  EMK  is  part  of  the 
Spanish  Communist  Movement  —  the 
largest  Marxist-Leninist  group  to  the 
left  of  the  officially  Eurocommunist 
Spanish  Communist  Party. 

Marxist-Leninists  in  Canada  do  not 
have  a  very  inspiring  record  when  it 
comes  to  supporting  gay  people.  Yet 
here,  when  it  was  announced  that  I  and 
a  Dutch  lesbian  also  visiting  Mikel  had 
been  delegates  to  the  International  Gay 
Association  Conference  in  Barcelona, 
there  was  thunderous  applause. 

Mikel  has  been  a  member  of  the  EMK 
since  he  was  16.  He  is  obviously  out, 
well  known  and  well  liked.  When  I  told 
him  about  the  attitude  of  some  Marxist- 
Leninists  in  Canada  he  frowned.  "The 
party  never  discouraged  me  from  speak- 
ing for  EHGAM.  The  attitude  at  first 
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EHGAM's  Jose  Mari  Gil  (left)  with  friends  Bittor  and  Jon:  satisfaction  and  personal  relationships  not  available  elsewhere. 


was  that  we  didn't  know  much  about 
gay  liberation,  but  that  didn't  mean  we 
should  be  against  it.  So  lesbian  and  gay 
party  militants  were  encouraged  to  work 
to  educate  the  party  in  this  respect.  The 
party  has  become  conscious  that 
machismo  is  a  problem  even  for  its  own 
members." 

"My  comrades  really  helped  me  a  lot. 
Since  there  is  such  sexual  repression  in 
Spain,  people  who  aren't  married  have 
a  hard  time  finding  a  place  to  sleep  to- 
gether —  for  two  men  it's  even  worse. 
So  anybody  in  the  party  who  has  a  pri- 
vate place  makes  it  available.  I've  often 
been  lent  places  to  be  with  a  friend  to 
have  sex." 

Josetxu,  another  acquaintance,  told 
me  he  is  a  militant  in  the  PTE  —  the 
Spanish  Workers'  Party.  I  am  quite  sur- 
prised. The  PTE  is  the  pro-Chinese  par- 
ty in  Spain.  Militants  of  its  sister  party 
in  Canada,  the  Worker's  Communist 
Party,  have  explained  to  me  on  various 
occasions  that  homosexuality  is  a  symp- 
tom of  bourgeois  decadence.  With  a 
naivety  that  would  make  Anita  Bryant 
blush,  they  have  described  how  former 
homosexuals  inspired  by  Marxism- 
Leninism-MaoZedung-Thought  have, 
upon  joining  the  party,  left  their  wan- 
ton ways,  and  now  lead  perfectly  happy 
heterosexual  lives.  Yet  in  Spain,  Josetxu 
works  openly  for  EHGAM  and  is  prepar- 
ing papers  for  an  internal  party  discus- 
sion to  develop  a  position  on  the  gay 
question.  Ana,  organizing  lesbians  in 
Bilbao,  tells  me  that  the  Spanish  Com- 
munist Party  has  been  very  helpful  in 
lending  her  group  rooms  to  meet  at 
their  headquarters. 


The  men  who  make  up  the  vast 
majority  of  EHGAM  find  their 
personal  and  political  lives  far 
more  intertwined  with  lesbians 
and  with  straight  people  of  both  sexes 
than  gay  men  are  apt  to  in  North 
America.  The  common  understanding 
of  the  goals  of  sexual  liberation  helps 
bridge  the  gaps  even  when  familiar 
kinds  of  divisions  do  assert  themselves. 

I  met  with  Ana  Urkijo  and  Fabiola 
Alberdi  in  Lamiak,  a  coffceshop-cum- 
bar  in  the  old  part  of  Bilbao.  In  Basque 
mythology,  the  Lamiak  were  the  good 
witches.  The  place,  owned  by  four 
women  who  belong  to  the  Bilbao  Wom- 
en's Assembly,  is  referred  to  as  a 


"feminist"  bar.  It  is  a  huge  old  building 
with  heavy  stone  walls  and  massive 
black  beams  in  the  ceiling.  Flowered 
tablecloths,  warm  lighting,  and  gentle 
Basque  folk  music  produce  a  friendly, 
relaxed  atmosphere.  People  play  dice 
games  and  no  one  is  pushed  to  con- 
sume. It  is  a  favourite  haunt  of  Bilbao's 
young  progressives.  As  I  talk  to  the  two 
women  a  group  of  ten  men  from 
EHGAM  is  having  a  committee  meeting 
at  the  next  table. 

"It  has  been  a  year  since  the  four  of 
us  left  EHGAM,"  says  Ana  as  she  begins 
to  describe  the  formation  of  the  Basque 
country's  first  lesbian  organization, 
ESAM.  "Personally  I  never  felt  any 
trauma  about  loving  women,  but  I 
learned  early  that  I  had  to  keep  quiet 
about  it.  It's  really  difficult  for  a  lesbian 
to  come  out.  There  isn't  any  ghetto  here 
for  us.  When  a  friend  told  me  about 
EHGAM  several  years  ago,  I  went  to  a 
meeting.  It  was  an  incredible  liberation 
for  me." 

"It  was  really  good  to  meet  other 
women,"  said  Fabiola,  who  had  stum- 
bled across  EHGAM's  address  and  writ- 
ten the  group.  "Two  other  women  had 
joined,  so  there  were  four  of  us.  But 
after  a  while  we  all  began  to  feel  that 
work  around  lesbian  issues  was  not  be- 
ing carried  out  in  EHGAM.  The  men 
just  weren't  interested  enough.  We 
found  ourselves  absorbed  by  the  work 
of  the  organization  —  work  around 
male  homosexuality.  We  weren't  attrac- 
ting more  women.  They  just  weren't  in- 
terested in  an  organization  which  they 
saw  was  mostly  concerned  with  men." 

"The  same  kind  of  thing  was  happen- 
ing in  the  Women's  Assembly,  the  coali- 
tion of  women's  groups  and  feminists 
here.  Only  there,  lesbian  issues  weren't 
being  taken  up  because  there  was  a  fear 
that  the  organization  would  be  labelled 
as  lesbian.  So  the  four  of  us  began  to 
meet  separately.  We  decided  that  we 
needed  an  autonomous  group.  I  guess  it 
was  the  right  decision:  in  less  than  a 
year,  we  now  have  22  new  members. 

We  don't  automatically  reject  men.  In 
fact,  we're  working  with  EHGAM  right 
now  on  the  June  gay  pride  festival.  Last 
year,  for  the  first  time,  we  had  a  pretty 
strong  lesbian  contingent  in  the  gay 
pride  march.  Our  banner  read: 
'Women's  Sexuality  is  Also  Sexuality 
Between  Women.'  The  reaction  of  a  lot 
of  the  bystanders  was  really  funny. 


They  were  saying,  'Look  at  those 
women.  What  are  they  doing  there? 
They  must  be  sympathizers  marching 
with  the  queers  to  show  their  solidarity.' 
It  never  occurred  to  them  that  we  might 
be  dykes.  They  didn't  know  such  a 
thing  existed.  There's  really  a  huge  ig- 
norance about  women's  sexuality.  Sex- 
uality is  so  bound  up  with  the  idea  of 
penetration  that  many  people  think 
where  there's  no  penetration  there's  no 
sexuality." 

"We've  made  a  lot  of  headway  in  the 
Women's  Assembly  too,"  added  Ana. 
"We've  been  working  there  as  an  in- 
dependent lesbian  group  and  we've  par- 
ticipated in  all  the  campaigns  for 
divorce  and  abortion  reform  and  the 
rest.  We  got  them  to  take  up  lesbian 
issues  last  International  Women's  Day. 
Now  we're  working  to  open  up  a  real 
debate  on  the  question  of  lesbian  sexu- 
ality. But  there  are  still  a  lot  of  lesbians 
in  the  assembly  who  don't  work  with 
ESAM  because  they  feel  the  feminist 
movement  can  only  advance  through 
the  general  women's  movement." 

In  a  year's  steady  growth  and  explor- 
ation ESAM  has  begun  to  map  out  the 
topography  of  a  lesbian  world  which 
few  suspected  existed.  "Before  we  be- 
gan, we  really  idealized  lesbians,"  says 
Ana.  "The  only  ones  we  knew  were 
younger  progressive  people  like  our- 
selves. But  we've  stumbled  across  a 
whole  new  world.  There  are  women 
who  have  been  living  in  couples  for 
years  with  all  the  traditional  roles,  pos- 
sessiveness,  jealousy,  and  domination, 
of  straight  relationships.  We  found 
other  groups  of  10  to  15  women  who 
know  each  other  but  are  completely 
isolated  from  the  women's  movement. 
Many  of  these  people  are  quite  anti- 
feminist.  Others  are  living  with  their 
parents  or  are  married  and  don't  know 
anyone.  We  are  realizing  that  we  were 
missing  a  lot  of  the  reality  of  lesbian 
life.  One  of  our  struggles  is  going  to  be 
to  contact  these  groups  and  learn  how 
we  can  work  with  them." 

The  women  who  make  up  ESAM  are 
mostly  in  their  twenties.  Only  three  are 
university  graduates.  The  rest  are  office 
workers  or  are  unemployed.  Most  have 
little  political  experience.  About  ten 
have  left  their  parents'  homes,  but  the 
economic  problems  that  most  Spanish 
young  people  must  face  make  it  difficult 
for  most  to  set  up  an  independent  life. 


Many  of  the  weekly  meetings  of  ESAM's 
first  year  have  been  spent  in  the  reading 
and  discussion  of  feminist  literature  to 
raise  the  group's  political  level.  A 
dossier  has  been  prepared  based  on  this 
work  and  the  personal  experiences  of 
the  women  involved,  which  is  now 
ready  to  go  to  press. 

But  ESAM's  work  has  been  far  from 
completely  internal.  The  posters  that 
plaster  downtown  Bilbao  testify  to  that. 
Three  pamphlets  have  been  issued  — 
one  directed  at  lesbians  for  distribution 
at  women's  meetings  and  the  other  two 
aimed  at  educating  a  more  general  audi- 
ence. 

Work  was  underway  to  prepare  for 
the  first  meeting  of  lesbians  from  across 
Spain  to  take  place  in  Madrid  in  June. 
"It  will  be  our  first  contact  on  a  na- 
tional level,"  says  Fabiola.  "We  may 
even  be  able  to  set  up  a  coordinating 
committee." 

One  can  sense  the  growing  confidence 
the  group  has  produced.  "In  the  begin- 
ning we  didn't  want  to  call  ourselves  a 
group  of  lesbians.  That's  why  we  chose 
the  name  ESAM,  which  means  Women's 
Sexual  Liberation  Movement.  Now  we 
understand  it  is  necessary  to  identify 
ourselves  as  lesbians.  But  we  don't  just 
want  rights  for  lesbians  —  we  want  a 
total  sexual  liberation  that  will  allow 
everyone  to  realize  the  plurality  of  her 
sexuality.  We  want  to  be  recognized  as 
lesbians  and  women.  Our  group  is  a 
feminist  group  and  we  have  a  sense  of 
feminist  struggle  as  valid  as  anyone's. 
The  ideal  would  be  for  all  the  sexual 
liberation  groups  —  lesbians,  straight 
women  and  gay  men  —  to  be  together, 
but  that's  still  a  long  way  off." 


It  was  still  raining  when  I  arrived  in 
Vitoria  at  3:00  AM  and  was  deposited  at 
the  apartment  that  an  EHGAM  member 
shares  with  a  straight  couple.  I  had  been 
given  a  lift  by  several  members  of  the 
group  who  had  come  down  to  Bilbao  to 
enjoy  the  ghetto.  Vitoria's  magnificent 
cathedral  and  ancient  architecture  may 
attract  tourists  like  pigeons,  but  gay  life 
is  subdued  in  this,  the  smallest  and 
poorest  of  the  Basque  capitals.  I  was 
given  a  guided  tour  of  the  city  the  next 
day,  beginning  with  the  principal  monu- 
ments and  going  on  to  the  principal 
cruising  grounds,  the  La  Florida  park 
and  the  railway  station.  The  station  was 
the  most  interesting:  one  simpU  waits 
for  a  train,  and  in  the  early  evening 
there  are  lots  of  commuter  trains  to 
choose  from.  A  middle-aged  man  walk 
ing  two  dogs  approached  us.  He  turned 
out  to  be  the  friend  of  one  of  the  young 
EHGAM  militants  showing  me  the  town 
We  chatted  as  wc  watched  the  men 
watching  the  men  getting  on  and  off  the 
train. 

The  economic  situation  and  more 
conservative  lamiK  life  make  it  more 
difficult  for  people  to  come  out  in 
Vitoria.  Many  young  ga\s  leave  the  cits 
to  go  to  Bilbao  or  Barcelona,  where 
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work  and  the  ghetto  provide  greater 
possibilities.  EHGAM  is  relatively  new 
here.  Its  members  are  working  hard  just 
to  keep  the  organization  alive.  But  the 
emergence  of  the  Vitoria  group  meant 
that  EHGAM 's  claim  to  represent  all 
Basque  gays  was  becoming  a  reality. 

I  was  invited  to  go  to  a  disco  with 
Josetxu  and  several  other  friends.  "A 
gay  disco?"  I  asked. 

"No,  there  aren't  any  gay  spots  here 
in  Vitoria,"  I  was  told.  Once  again  I 
found  it  hardly  mattered.  We  arrived 
early  and  I  danced  with  my  friend  from 
EHGAM  on  a  nearly  empty  dance  floor. 
No  one  seemed  to  notice.  As  the  place 
filled  up,  most  of  the  couples  did  seem 
to  be  heterosexual,  but  there  was  no 
pressure  to  be  closeted.  Our  group  left 
in  the  small  hours  of  the  morning 
without  incident.  I  can't  imagine  such  a 
place  in  Toronto. 

We  pulled  out  onto  the 
freeway  in  the  little  pick- 
up Jose  Man  uses  to  carry 
his  woolen  goods  to  the 
different  markets.  The  previous  day,  the 
newspapers  had  reported  that  a  member 
of  the  National  Police  had  raped  a 


young  Basque  girl  in  the  fishing  town  of 
Bermeo.  The  Women's  Assembly  in  the 
town  and  the  left  and  nationalist  parties 
had  called  a  demonstration  in  protest.  I 
decided  to  see  first-hand  how  sexual, 
social  and  nationalist  politics  mix. 

We  stop  in  Gernika  to  pick  up  more 
members  of  EHGAM.  I'm  given  a  quick 
tour  of  the  most  revered  sites  of  the 
Basque  nation  —  the  National  Assem- 
bly and  the  Great  Tree,  under  which 
Basque  elders  have  held  their  traditional 
councils  for  centuries. 

We  are  packed  like  sardines  in  the 
pick-up  as  we  bounce  along  the  winding 
road  to  Bermeo.  "If  you  see  a  police 
block,  pull  over  quick.  They'll  use  the 
fact  that  we're  overloaded  to  arrest  us  if 
they  think  we're  going  to  the  demon- 
stration." Luckily  there  is  no  road- 
block. We  park  in  the  main  square 
which  overlooks  a  picturesque  harbour. 
The  square  is  already  filled  with  people, 
the  majority  women  —  housewives  or 
workers.  My  friends  are  hastily  prepar- 
ing signs  identifying  themselves  as 
members  of  EHGAM.  We  all  wear  pink 
triangles. 

I've  been  warned  to  leave  my  camera 
at  home  in  case  the  police  attack.  "They 


really  go  after  cameras,"  says  Jose 
Mari.  As  we  march  off  through  the  driz- 
zle, five  thousand  strong,  there  is  no 
sign  of  police. 

We  wind  through  the  narrow  streets 
calling  for  justice  for  rapists  and  the  dis- 
banding of  the  repressive  forces  of  the 
National  Police.  The  marchers  are  mili- 
tant but  peaceful.  We  loop  through  the 
town  and  are  almost  back  to  the  square 
again  where  the  crowd  will  disperse.  All 
of  a  sudden  I  notice  men  with  rifles  to 
my  right.  "That's  the  Barracks  of  the 
National  Police,"  says  Bittor  as  we  walk 
hand  in  hand.  Bittor  is  a  sailor  on  shore 
leave  who  is  just  coming  out.  "It 
doesn't  look  like  we'll  get  any  action  to- 


Active,  growing  -  and  illegal 


They  were  a  small  group  at  first  — 
no  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  people  who 
would  meet  in  a  local  bar  in  Bilbao 
once  a  week  to  talk.  But  growth  was 
steady.  Articles  were  produced  for  left- 
ist newspapers  interested  in  sexual 
questions.  Contingents  of  gay  people 
carrying  the  group's  banner  began  ap- 
pearing in  demonstrations  demanding 
political  amnesty,  regional  autonomy 
and  women's  liberation.  People  began 
to  hear  about  EHGAM  —  Euskal  Herriko 
Gay  Askapen  Mugimendua,  the  Basque 
Gay  Liberation  Movement. 

In  1977,  the  San  Sebastian  EHGAM 
was  organized  and  the  two  groups 
began  to  coordinate  their  activity.  By 
1979  there  was  also  a  group  in  Vitoria, 
the  third  Basque  city,  and  another  in 
Irun,  a  smaller  industrial  town. 

As  the  group  continued  to  grow,  of- 
fices and  a  hall  were  rented.  Regular 
socials  began  to  attract  150  to  200 
people  from  Bilbao's  emerging  gay 
ghetto.  By  gay  pride  day  1979,  EHGAM 
had  become  a  political  force.  The  group 
took  over  one  of  the  city's  main 
squares  (and  the  principal  gay  cruising 
ground)  to  set  up  displays,  a  bar  and  a 
stage  with  entertainment.  Four  thou- 
sand people  marched  in  the  gay  pride 
demonstration.  Eight  thousand  attend- 
ed the  subsequent  "fiesta." 

In  August  1979,  EHGAM  was  given 
permission  to  set  up  a  display  booth 
and  snack  bar  in  the  city's  central 
square  during  the  week  long  civic 
celebration,  "Fiestas  de  Bilbao. "  Sales 
of  magazines,  stickers,  lambdas,  and 
food  and  drink  at  the  popular  spot 
earned  more  than  $5,000.  The  money 
has  gone  to  found  the  Basque 
country's  first  gay  community  centre, 
the  Txoko  Lambda,  which  should  open 
in  the  summer  of  1980. 

The  Txoko  is  a  kind  of  traditional 
Basque  club  where  members  gather  to 
party  into  the  night.  The  centre  will  also 
house  meeting  rooms,  offices,  a  library, 
archives  and  a  telephone  counselling 
service.  "One  of  the  reasons  we  decid- 
ed on  a  Txoko,  rather  than  a  more  open 
kind  of  bar  or  nightclub, "  explains 
EHGAM's  Jose  Mari  Gil,  "is  that  we  are 
still  officially  an  illegal  organization 
and  can 't  get  a  liquor  license. " 

Legalization  has  become  a  more  im- 
portant issue  as  ehgam  has  grown. 
Although  the  group  is  recognized  by 
the  Bilbao  municipality  and  has  the 
support  of  most  of  the  opposition  par- 
ties on  the  left,  Madrid  has  consistently 
refused  to  give  legal  recognition  to  any 
of  the  country's  lesbian  or  gay  groups. 


EHGAM  describes  itself  as 
autonomous  and  revolutionary.  "Gay 
liberation  goes  together  with  overcom- 
ing the  sexual  and  human  relations  of 
the  traditional  family,"  one  of  the 
group's  flyers  notes.  "This  is  only 
possible  in  the  framework  of  an  anti- 
patriarchal  alternative  and  with  the  ob- 
jective of  a  classless  society  where 
there  is  no  more  injustice  between 
people  or  groups  of  people. " 

Autonomous  means  non-partisan. 
EHGAM  wants  to  unite  all  gays  no  mat- 
ter what  their  beliefs  and  ideologies. 

At  first  glance,  these  two  affirma- 
tions seem  contradictory.  To  be  revolu- 
tionary and  against  classes  would 
seem  to  exclude  a  lot  of  beliefs  and 
ideologies.  In  North  America,  at  least, 
there  are  many  militant  gay  libera- 
tionists  who  hold  little  sympathy  for  the 
revolutionary  struggle  for  a  classless 
society. 

In  Euskadi,  however,  the  reality  is  dif- 
ferent. The  polarization  between  left 
and  right  is  deep  and  fundamental.  The 
Right  —  neo-fascist,  religious,  monar- 
chist, and  homophobic  —  still  clings  to 
power  in  the  wake  of  Franco's  death. 
The  only  opposition  to  this  political  and 
moral  conservatism  is  the  left  —  self- 
proclaimed  revolutionary  parties  of  the 
working  class  which,  in  spite  of  their 
own  internal  bickering,  all  call  for  a 
radical  restructuring  of  economic, 
social  and  cultural  relations.  The  left  is 
the  only  alternative  to  the  status  quo, 
and  those  who  want  social  change,  in- 
cluding gay  liberation,  find  themselves 
part  of  it. 

And  in  spite  of  the  sexist  attitudes 


that  permeate  all  sectors  of  Spanish 
society,  the  left  is  relatively  open  to 
and  interested  in  the  demands  and 
social  critique  of  gay  liberation. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  there  is  no 
homophobia  or  sexism  in  the  Spanish 
left.  Far  from  it.  Eduardo  Ybernon,  a 
member  of  the  newest  ehgam  group  in 
the  town  of  Irun,  complained  that  some 
members  of  the  socialist  party  were 
successful  in  withdrawing  EHGAM's  per- 
mission to  meet  in  their  headquarters. 
But  he  was  quick  to  add,  "It  was  just 
the  old  fogeys;  the  younger  members 
all  supported  us.  It  was  more  a  struggle 
of  generations  than  anything  else." 

In  EHGAM's  strategy,  the  emphasis 
on  educational  work  among  the  work- 
ers or  in  the  straight  world  in  general 
becomes  especially  important.  EHGAM 
is  not  as  interested  in  winning  rights  for 
a  gay  minority  as  it  is  in  homosexualiz- 
ing  society  as  a  whole.  Among  the 
general  objectives  of  EHGAM  are  "the 
consideration  of  homosexual  desire  as 
one  more  element  in  basic  human  sex- 
uality," and  "overcoming  the  ideo- 
logical categories  of  homosexual  and 
heterosexual,  which  together  maintain 
the  oppression  of  homosexuality.  In  the 
same  way,  the  roles  of  the  strong 
macho  and  the  delicate  female,  butch 
and  fern,  active  and  passive,  dominant 
and  dominated  must  disappear. " 

In  the  same  way  that  gay  groups  here 
use  Kinsey  to  establish  the  more  or 
less  stable  10%  gay  "minority,"  EHGAM 
uses  Kinsey's  discovery  that  50%  of 
the  population  have  enjoyed  gay  sex  to 
justify  its  challenge  to  the  so- 
called  heterosexual  "majority." 

EHGAM  does  not  want  a  society 
where  gay  people  are  accepted.  It 
wants  a  society  where  gay  and  straight 
no  longer  exist.  □ 


day,"  I  say.  "I  should  have  brought  my 
camera.  There's  nothing  to  provoke 
them." 

"They  don't  need  any  provocation," 
he  replies. 

The  crowd  roars  out  its  condemna- 
tion as  it  passes  the  building  in  the  nar- 
row street.  I  can  see  two  parade  mar- 
shals in  a  heated  conversation  with  the 
head  of  the  police.  Other  marshals  are 
trying  to  hurry  us  on.  I  overhear  the  cop 
say,  "You've  got  two  minutes  to  dis- 
perse. This  is  an  illegal  demonstration." 

"Two  minutes,  that's  impossible," 
says  the  marshal.  "Look,  people  are 
still  coming  down  the  street.  There's  no 
place  for  them  to  go." 

"Two  minutes,"  says  the  cop. 

I  am  swept  onward  by  the  crowd.  We 
reach  the  square  and  stop  to  watch  what 
will  happen  as  the  people  continue  to 
spill  out  of  the  narrow  street.  Suddenly 
we  hear  the  explosions  —  rifles  firing. 

"It's  crazy,"  I  say  to  Bittor.  "People 
were  dispersing.  There's  no  need  for 
them  to  do  anything  now." 

"Run,"  he  says. 

Tear  gas  canisters  are  arcing  through 
the  air  and  bouncing  along  the  pave- 
ment. Brave  souls  pick  them  up  and 
hurl  them  into  the  harbour.  People  are 
dashing  in  all  directions.  "Are  they 
using  rubber  bullets?" 

There  is  a  brief  pause  in  the  firing. 
Now  it's  the  turn  of  the  enraged  towns- 
people. They  run  back  towards  the  bar- 
racks and  start  to  throw  anything  they 
can  get  their  hands  on.  The  police 
charge  the  crowd  again.  More  gas,  and 
sirens. 

Sirens,  I  learn,  are  a  bad  sign.  They 
mean  the  police  are  coming  out  to  get 
us.  We  retreat  into  a  bar.  Outside  a  po- 
lice car  swoops  down  on  a  hapless  dem- 
onstrator. He  is  dragged  kicking  and 
punching  into  the  car  and  it  roars  off. 
"They'll  come  in  here  next,"  says  Bit- 
tor.  The  bar  empties  and  we  run  to  the 
far  end  of  the  square.  A  volley  of  tear 
gas  can  be  heard  exploding  in  the  town 
above  us.  "They  must  be  circling  around 
through  the  back  streets."  A  knot  of  us 
stand  at  a  corner  not  sure  which  way  to 
go.  "If  they  get  too  close,  come  up 
here,"  shouts  someone  from  a  window 
above  us.  "The  fourth  floor." 

We  hear  a  siren  coming  down  the 
street.  "Let's  go." 

We  scramble  up  four  flights  of  stairs. 
The  apartment  seems  to  be  owned  by 
some  elderly  women,  but  soon  it  is  full 
of  demonstrators.  We  crowd  the  win- 
dow to  watch  the  action  on  the  square. 
The  police  car  screams  past  below  us,  its 
blue  flashing  light  reflecting  off  the 
buildings.  Small  groups  of  demon- 
strators are  still  running  around  in  a 
serious  game  of  cat  and  mouse  with  the 
forces  of  order.  It  begins  to  get  dark.  A 
half  hour  later  we  are  ready  to  venture 
downstairs.  We  scurry  into  a  bar. 
Whenever  a  police  siren  gets  too  close, 
the  bartender  locks  the  door  and  pulls 
down  the  blind.  The  regulars  continue 
watching  the  football  game  on  tele- 
vision. An  hour  later  it  seems  safe  to 
cross  the  square  to  the  car. 

I  understand  a  little  better  the  coali- 
tion of  sexual,  leftist  and  nationalist 
politics  that  has  marked  the  develop- 
ment of  Basque  gay  liberation.  The 
common  enemy  is  obvious. 

We  rumble  back  to  Gernika  and 
spend  the  night  in  the  apartment  of 
some  women  friends  of  Jose  Mari's. 
The  place  soon  fills  up  with  people 
eager  to  discuss  the  demonstration.  The 
politics  is  contagious.  I  forget  to  ask 
who's  gay  and  who's  straight. 

It  doesn't  seem  to  make  so  much  dif- 
ference when  we're  all  running  in  the 
same  direction.  □ 
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Holdfast,  Free  Ferns,  Parthenogenesis, 

Share-families,  Rult  envy,  Kitchen  music,  the  aborted  promise 

of  the  French  Revolution  —  reviewer  Lynn  Murphy  looks  at  some  recent 

science  fiction  for  pointers  to  where  we  might  go. 


Doris  Lessing:  struggle  for  the  soul  of  the  planet. 


Ursula  LeGuin:  a  question  of  natural  justice. 


Prophets  of 
the  Futurepast 


Programmes  abound  for  the 
destruction  of  capitalism, 
racism,  sexism,  heterosexism, 
and  the  system  of  patriarchy  in  general. 
What  then?  For  anyone  who  thinks  that 
"The  same  as  now,  only  perfect"  might 
be  a  simplistic  answer,  science  fiction 
provides  a  thought-provoking  range  of 
alternatives  generally  unsuspected  by 
even  the  most  subcultural  citizens  of  our 
well-conditioned  body  politic. 

Walk  to  the  End  of  the  World  is  the 
first  volume  of  a  trilogy  by  Suzy  McKee 
Charnas.  Blaming  women  for  the  rev- 
olts that  brought  down  Western  patri- 
archal civilization,  the  men  of  the 
Holdfast  have  created  a  white  male  ger- 
ontocracy in  which  Seniors  rule  man- 
agerial Juniors  who  in  turn  use  zombie- 
drugged  fighters  to  enforce  the  submis- 
sion and  slavery  of  the  "sub-human" 
and  barely  articulate  ferns. 

An  illegally  trained  woman  runner  be- 
comes messenger-servant  to  a  pair  of 
male  outlaws.  Alldera  may  kiss  the  floor 
and  submit  to  rape  in  approved  fem- 
mish  fashion,  but  she  is  secretly  the 
women's  envoy  to  the  escaped  free 
Ferns  who  are  rumoured  to  survive  in 
the  wilderness.  When  the  men  become 
embroiled  in  civic  warfare,  the  woman 
makes  her  escape. 

In  Motherlines,  Alldera  is  found 
months  later  wandering  light-headed  in 
the  desert,  pregnant  with  the  child  of 
one  of  her  masters.  I  he  women  who 
take  her  in  arc  the  Amazon  like  Riding 
Women,  descendants  ol  a  pre  Wasting 
experiment  in  parthenogenesis.  They  are 


rich  and  free  and  beautiful  to  Alldera, 
who  is  fascinated  by  their  prowess  in 
riding  and  hunting,  their  multi-racial 
motherlines  and  share-families,  and 
their  harmony  with  the  other  elements 
of  the  plains  ecology.  Her  sister  fugi- 
tives, the  surly,  jealous,  and  childless 
Free  Ferns,  always  harking  back  to  the 
injuries  of  the  Holdfast,  seem  in  con- 
trast ungrateful  to  the  promise  of  the 
new  life. 

Revolted  by  the  Riding  Women's 
means  of  reproduction,  Alldera  leaves 
them  and  her  unwanted  daughter;  ap- 
preciative of  their  practical  skills,  she 
begins  to  teach  riding  and  weaponry  to 
the  Free  Ferns.  In  the  end  it  is  Alldera 
who  creates  the  femmish  warrior-band 
she  was  sent  out  to  look  for  so  long  be- 
fore: the  band  that  sets  out  for  the 
Holdfast  at  the  end  of  the  second  book. 

Anyone  who  thinks  that  specifically 
heterosexual  sexism  is  the  root  of  all  evil 
should  be  sobered  by  the  patriarchs  of 
the  Holdfast.  Naturally,  no  real  man 
would  prefer  the  company  of  women, 

Walk  to  the  End  of  the  World  by  Suzy  McKee 

Charnas  Berkley  (Barrdawn  in  Canada).  1979 

$1  95 

Motherlines  by  Suzy  McKee  Charnas  Berkley 

(Barrdawn  in  Canada).  1979  $1  95 

Shikasta  by  Dons  Lessing  Jonathan  Cape 

(Clarke.  Irwin  in  Canada).  1979  $17  95 

Tales  ol  NeveryOn  by  Samuel  Delany  Bantam. 

1979  $2  25 

Heavenly  Breaklast  by  Samuel  Delany  Bantam. 

1979   $1  95 

Malalrena  by  Ursula  K  LeGum  Putnam 

(Academic  in  Canada).  1979  $14  25 


but  a  quick  fuck  is  all  right  when  no 
appropriate  men  are  around.  Besides, 
the  supply  of  kits  and  cubs  has  to  be 
kept  up  somehow. 

Crossing  age  lines  undermines  author- 
ity, so  sexual  encounters  between 
Seniors  and  Juniors  are  officially  for- 
bidden, and  socially  condoned  only  if 
they  remain  impersonal.  Yet  among  the 
Seniors  themselves,  the  struggle  for 
power  and  the  need  to  control  the  rest- 
less Juniors  leave  little  time  for  strong 
loving  homosexual  relationships.  The 
overworked  and  underfed  ferns  find  lit- 
tle comfort  and  less  sisterhood  in  their 
couplings  with  the  other  demoralized 
fem-slaves. 

Much  of  Walk  to  the  End  of  the 
World  is  told  from  the  viewpoint  of 
Masters  Eykar  and  d'Layo,  for  reasons 
that  may  become  clear  in  the  concluding 
volume,  but  even  in  Motherlines  Alldera 
remains  a  somewhat  amorphous,  unwil- 
ling vessel  of  one  culture  and  a  dissatis- 
fied observer  of  others. 

The  well-drawn  contrast  between  the 
Riding  Women  and  the  Free  Ferns 
makes  clear  why  we  need  Feminist  sci 
ence  fiction:  their  different  freedoms 
are  pointers  to  where  we  might  go.  The 
Riding  Women  have  created  then  own 
new  social  structures:  the  affinity  fami- 
ly, the  childpack,  the  nonexclusive  love 
at  Ian     I  he  lems  are  psvchoKu'icallv 
trapped  m  the  Holdtast:  treed  women 
rather  than  tree  women 

Hut  what  sticks  in  Alldera'-.  craw,  and 
in  mine  loo,  is  tli.it  the  Riding  Women 
male  with  their  horses:  stallions'  semen 


is  the  catalyst  that  sets  off  their 
parthenogenetic  processes,  and  they 
don't  get  it  by  artificial  insemination. 
The  carefully  planned  and  eagerly 
awaited  impregnations,  the  emotionally 
non-sexual  procreative  acts,  are  vastly 
different  from  the  rapes  imposed  by  the 
Holdfast  men.  But  have  we  come  to  the 
point  of  believing  that  mating  with  ani- 
mals is  more  truly  human  than  mating 
with  our  male  oppressors?  The  Riding 
Women,  of  course,  have  no  choice.  If 
they  had,  would  they  change?  Should 
they?  Watch  for  Part  Three. 

The  Riding  Women's  harmony  with 
nature  pales  into  insignificance  beside 
the  multi-galactic  unity  meant  to  prevail 
in  Doris  Lessing's  Shikasta.  Not  since 
Olaf  Stapledon's  Last  and  First  Men 
and  Last  Men  of  London  has  a  science 
fiction  writer  succeeded  in  expressing  so 
great  a  sweep  of  time,  space,  and  vision. 
But  where  Stapledon  took  humankind 
forward  in  time,  Lessing  has  started  at 
the  beginning  of  our  evolution.  More 
than  that,  she  has  drawn  into  this  one 
book  the  work  of  all  her  life,  tor  events, 
characters,  and  themes  from  her  earlier 
novels  and  from  her  autobiographical 
writings  appear  once  more  in  Shikasta, 
seen  no  moie  through  a  glass  o\  [gnOi 

incc  or  insanity,  but  in  the  true  light  ol 

the  struggle  between  CuiOpuS  and 
Shammat  for  the  soul  of  a  planet. 

1  essuiw!  draws  on  the  mythology  ol  a 
planet  I  hat  soon  becomes  recognizable 

rth  1  he  planet  Shikasta  tails  from 
an  original  period  ot  grace,  in  which  all 
humans  and  animals  live  in  peace,  be 
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cause  the  machinations  of  the  rogue- 
planet  Shammat  have  disrupted  the 
bonds  of  "we-feeling"  that  once 
psychically  united  Shikasta  with  the 
nurturant  home  system  of  Canopus. 

Canopean  troubleshooters  who  incar- 
nate themselves  on  Shikasta  are  unable 
to  prevent  the  descent  of  the  planet  into 
millennia  of  conflict,  although  a  few 
prophets  keep  dimly  alive  the  memory 
of  a  Golden  Age  that  need  not  be  unat- 
tainable forever.  In  the  Last  Days  (to  us 
the  next  generation)  a  few  Canopean 
agents  attempt  to  frustrate  Shammat  by 
preventing  the  destruction  of  humanity 
in  the  next,  and  last,  World  War. 
Emissary  Johor's  reports  down  the  ages 
form  the  substance  of  the  book,  which 
is  the  first  in  a  Canopus  in  Argos  series. 

The  trial  of  John  Brent-Oxford  as  a 
representative  of  the  white  race,  and  the 
change  of  awareness  as  delegates  begin 
to  see  a  worldwide  pattern  of  exploita- 
tion rather  than  the  role  of  one  scape- 
goat, however  guilty,  may  serve  to  re- 
mind us  of  our  complicity  in  our  own 
oppression  and  in  that  of  others. 


In  an  early  stage  of  the  struggle  for 
Shikasta,  Emissary  Johor  might  have 
known  the  vibrant,  almost  pre-literate 
Middle  East  of  Samuel  R  Delany's  Tales 
ofNeveryOn,  a  fast-moving,  vaguely 
Sumerian  land  where  new  inventions  are 
made  almost  daily  —  green  paint,  four- 
legged  pots,  money. 

"The  Tale  of  Gorgik"  follows  the 
early  career  of  a  slave /courtier /soldier 
who,  in  a  later  tale  with  his  lover  Small 
Sarg,  besieges  slaveholders'  castles. 
These  proto-abolitionists  find  opening 
dungeons  relatively  easy:  the  lock  and 
key  have  been  invented,  but  all  locks  — 
and  all  keys  —  are  as  yet  identical.  Man 
and  boy  are  partners  in  cunning  and 
purpose,  but  the  two  also  wear  slave 
collars  in  token  of  their  mutal  sexual 
submission. 

"The  Tale  of  Old  Venn"  is  in  part  a 
game  of  words  and  concepts:  the  inven- 
tors of  writing  struggle  with  the  differ- 
ence between  thing,  work,  image,  and 
idea.  Teacher  Old  Venn  describes  her 
life  with  the  Rulvyn,  a  mountain  people 
visited  in  her  youth.  She  and  her  co- 


wives  enjoy  the  sexual  energy  of  the 
handsome  and  provident  Arkvid,  but  of 
course  men  are  "high  on  emotion,  def- 
enses, pride;  low  on  logic,  domestic  — 
sometimes  called  "common"  —  and 
aesthetic  sense,"  so  nobody  takes  too 
seriously  Arkvid's  amusing  but  wrong- 
headed  theory  of  rult  envy  in  girls. 

The  characters  from  the  five  tales  in 
the  book  meander  through  decades  of 
hot  sun  and  local  struggles,  occasionally 
crossing  each  other's  path.  There  are 
romances  (mostly  heterosexual,  but  not 
conducted  within  the  sex  roles  most 
familiar  to  us),  battles,  and  escapes,  but 
the  pleasure  of  reading  the  tales  lies  in 
the  sly  hodge-podge  of  linguistic  and 
philosophical  speculation  served  up  by 
Delany's  clear-headed  innocents  of  a 
world  with  little  weight  of  accumulated 
history  and  with  endless  choices  as  yet 
unmade. 

When  the  newly  liberated  slaves  as- 
sure Sarg  that  it  was  they  who  held  the 
real  power  in  the  castle  all  along;  when 
potter  Zwon  questions  the  money  sys- 
tem that  made  his  friend  the  apprentice 


James  Kirkwood:  only  minor  gay  characters,  but  lots  of  rainbow  charm 

Cosmopolitan  nonchalance 


Hit  Me  With  a  Rainbow  by  James  Kirkwood. 
Doubleday,  1980.  $12.50. 

Mention  James  Kirkwood  and  every- 
one's read  or  seen  PS  Your  Cat  Is  Dead. 
Few  know  him  as  the  creator  of  many 
tender  characters  seeking  comfortable 
sexual  identities  in  milieux  ranging  from 
Vietnam  POW  camps  to  New  England 
boarding  schools. 

Hit  Me  With  a  Rainbow  is 
Kirkwood's  latest  novel.  Here  we  meet 
Kelly  McDermott  and  Maggie  Banner. 
Kelly  is  a  withdrawn,  handsome  preppie 
who's  been  impotent  since  his  initial 
adolescent  foray  ended  in  grotesque 
horror.  Maggie  is  the  camp's  quin- 
tessential star,  glamorous,  droll  and 
world  wise. 

A  quirkie  evening  at  the  Copa  causes 
the  two  to  flee  Maggie's  erratic  ex-lover 
and  the  threat  of  his  heavy  Mafia  con- 
nections. Hidden  in  Mexico,  Maggie 
conquers  Kelly's  reticence.  He  faces  his 


past  but  learns  that  Maggie  has  a  limited 
though  undetermined  time  to  live.  They 
create  a  tender,  passionate  bond  which 
they  believe  is  miracle  enough.  We  leave 
them  sailing  into  the  sunset,  hoping 
their  rainbow  charm  will  continue. 

The  novel  is  crammed  with  witty  dia- 
logue, intriguing  characters,  some  har- 
rowing turns  and  lots  of  passionate  sex. 
It  works,  it's  entertainment.  None  can 
deny  that  Kirkwood  is  an  accomplished 
storyteller. 

Unfortunately,  this  is  not  our  Mr 
Kirkwood,  as  this  isn't  a  gay  love  story. 
True,  the  minor  gay  characters  are  res- 
pected with  cosmopolitan  nonchalance. 
And  admittedly,  gays  and  straights  alike 
will  find  Kelly's  sex-linked  trauma  hor- 
rendous and  fascinating.  We  can  only 
hope  that  our  uniquely  own  Mr  Kirk- 
wood will  have  something  entertaining 
and  enlightening  to  say  about  us  in  his 
next  novel,  now  in  progress. 

Michael  Joyce  □ 


The  Lesbian  Path  is  a  descriptive 
journey  of  developing  sexual  identity  as 
experienced  by  38  diverse  women-iden- 
tified women  writers.  Through  a  series 
of  short  personal  narratives,  we  learn, 
for  example,  of  the  innocent  elation  of 
a  six-year-old  girl  buying  a  flower  for 
her  first  young  love;  the  joy  and  fear 
felt  by  that  one  woman  we  had  hoped  to 
reach  in  each  Deviance  100  class  we 
spoke  in  as  gay  activists;  the  pain  of  a 
lesbian  mother  whose  son's  inability  to 
accept  her  lifestyle  prevents  him  from 
even  calling  her  by  name;  the  casualities 
of  a  convent;  producing  an  all-lesbian 
album;  canoeing  to  Hudson's  Bay;  cele- 
brating a  twenty-fifth  anniversary  with 
the  assistance  of  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco —  and  much,  much  more.  In  fact, 
since  this  is  a  book  about  all  lesbians, 
each  reader  can  be  guaranteed  of  being 
moved  by  numerous  emotions,  discov- 
eries, and  situations  throughout.  My 
own  particular  favourites  were  the  sec- 
tion written  by  lesbian  mothers  and  the 
truly  excellent  account  of  the  Michigan 
Womyn's  Festival. 

I  had  initially  classified  The  Lesbian 
Path  as  a  coming  out  book  only,  but  a 
secondary  analysis  shows  clearly  that  it 
is  more  than  that.  Although  the  nar- 
ratives are  not  quite  long  enough  to 
convey  a  detailed  sense  of  the  women 
who  wrote  them,  there  is  a  common 
thread  that  flows  from  beginning  to  end 
—  that  of  survival  and  the  belief  in 
one's  lesbian  identity.  Thus  the  book 
becomes  not  only  a  journey,  but  a  his- 
tory of  what  one  writer  so  aptly  calls  the 
"trauma  in  the  heterosexual  zone." 
Many  of  these  stories  describe  a  contin- 
ual and  painful  struggle  within  a  hostile 
heterosexual  environment.  Yet  some- 
how, each  woman  has  comes  through 
relatively  unscathed.  It  used  to  amaze 
me  that  we  as  lesbians  survive  at  all; 
now  it  surprises  me  that  we  appear  to 
survive  so  well. 

I  once  promised  myself  that  I  would 
never  forget  my  initial  journey  down  the 
lesbian  path.  I  must  confess  that  I  had 
until  I  read  this  book.  It  will  make  you 
remember  too. 

Heather  Ramsay  l  j 

The  address  for  A  ngel  Press  is  1 71  Webster 
St,  Monterey,  CA,  93940  USA. 


into  his  opponent  the  employee;  when 
Raven  recalls  the  joy  with  which  her 
mother's  men  greeted  her  birth,  clicking 
their  long  fingernails  in  exultation  on 
every  cooking  pot  they  owned  —  we  see 
choices  made  long  ago,  whose  effects 
are  still  with  us. 

Delany's  Heavenly  Breakfast  chron- 
icles the  "winter  of  love"  in  a  New  York 
City  commune  in  1968,  when  new 
choices  seemed  fully  possible  and  even 
easy.  Chip  and  his  friends  shared  food, 
sex,  argument,  dope,  and  nightlong  kit- 
chen music  sessions  that  would  surely 
make  the  Heavenly  Breakfast  into  a 
great  rock  band  in  a  few  months. 

For  a  season,  knowing  was  loving: 
rules  and  budgets  were  unnecessary  and 
unthinkable.  The  closed  doors  and 
scheduled  meals  of  a  friend's  coop- 
erative house  astonished  and  disturbed 
Delany:  a  local  nest  of  squatters  were  at 
least  ready  to  share  their  meagre  re- 
sources of  food  and  space.  Sexual 
freedom  wasn't  always  what  the  seekers 
had  imagined.  A  visiting  man  got 
turned  on  by  two  Breakfast  women,  but 
his  vision  of  a  threesome  hadn't  in- 
cluded the  two  women  enjoying  each 
other  as  well  as  him.  The  commune 
members,  Delany  says,  accepted  all  sex- 
ual variations,  but  their  sexuality  is  far 
less  important  to  his  memoir  than  their 
conversation. 

None  of  the  residents  emerges  very 
clearly,  perhaps  because  the  group, 
rather  than  any  individual  relationship, 
is  usually  Delany's  touchpoint.  Delany 
himself  remains  more  than  a  little  enig- 
matic: Heavenly  Breakfast  is  not 
autobiography,  but  time,  place,  and 
mood  recollected  in  gently  ironic  nos- 
talgia. Toke  up  and  enjoy. 

Of  all  these  books,  only  the  Charnas 
titles  offer  strong  alternative  sex  roles, 
at  least  to  women.  Ursula  LeGuin's  nov 
els  The  Left  Hand  of  Darkness  and  The 
Dispossessed  both  examined  alterna- 
tives, one  in  a  physically  androgynous 
society  and  the  other  in  an  anarchist 
Utopia,  so  many  feminists  and  gays /les- 
bians look  eagerly  toward  her  new  stor- 
ies and  novels.  Malafrena  is  not  what 
we've  been  waiting  for,  although  it's  a 
competent  piece  of  fiction.  It  takes 
place  more  than  a  century  before  the 
last  of  LeGuin's  Orsinian  Tales.  Itale 
Sorde  is  a  landowner's  son  and  college 
radical  of  the  1820's  who  dedicates  him- 
self to  bringing  to  birth  in  his  own  coun- 
try the  aborted  promise  of  the  French 
Revolution.  He  becomes  a  radical  jour- 
nalist, has  an  affair  with  a  nationalist 
baroness,  and  is  eventually  imprisoned. 
Although  his  father  is  deeply  grieved  by 
his  only  son's  decision  to  leave  the 
family  estate  of  Malafrena,  Itale's  fami- 
ly does  not  abandon  him. 

Without  being  personally  oppressed, 
with  many  chances  to  retire  honourably 
from  the  struggle,  Sorde  still  feels  the 
necessity  of  going  on  for  the  sake  of  an 
abstract  freedom  that  he  sees  not  in  the 
terms  of  economics  but  in  those  of  nat- 
ural justice.  A  revolutionary  of  the 
eighteenth,  rather  than  the  nineteenth 
century,  he  seldom  questions  the  prop- 
erty rights  of  his  class:  indeed,  he's 
grateful  that  his  strong  childhood  friend 
Piera  will  preserve  the  way  of  life  he's 
had  to  leave  behind,  through  her  keen 
but  unwomanly  talent  for  estate  man- 
agement. 

For  those  disenchanted  with  the  next- 
year-sometime-after-the-revolution 
promises  of  material  and  legal  equality 
dished  out  by  left  and  right  alike,  nat- 
ural justice  is  still  a  less  tarnished,  and 
less  tried,  ideal.  But  it  would  mean  over- 
turning a  lot  more  than  Itale  Sorde 
plans  on. 

Lynn  MurphyD 
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Hollywood:  lots  of  innuendo  and  a  little  teal  dirt 


Sometime  last  year  I  realized  that  Mom- 
my Dearest  was  the  most  popular  gay 
book  of  the  decade.  I'm  not  sure  every- 
one would  agree  with  me,  but  think 
about  it.  First  it  was  about  Joan 
Crawford,  a  figure  who  has  staked  a 
very  sizeable  claim  on  our  imaginations 
since  we  were  old  enough  to  pay  admis- 
sion to  a  movie  theatre  or  turn  on  a  TV 
set.  Then  it  was  about  Hollywood,  a 
place  which  is  situated  somewhere  be- 
tween Key  West  and  the  Club  Baths  on 
the  gay  psychic  map.  And  finally  it  was 
dirt.  The  real  lowdown. 

Not  that  the  book  didn't  have  almost 
universal  appeal  among  straights  too. 
But  it  had  a  certain  special  cachet  for 
gays. 

And  when  you  think  of  the  dirt  — 
don't  you  also  think  of  James  Dean  (ac- 
cording to  Hollywood  Babylon,  another 
gay  classic,  "the  human  ashtray"),  of 
Marlon  Brando,  Wally  Cox?  Don't  you 
think  of  Gary  Cooper  (Lupe  Velez 
aside,  aren't  there  certain  photo- 
graphs?) and  of  Farley  Granger  (re- 
member those  Photoplay  spreads  on  his 
"romance"  with  Shelly  Winters?  "Just 
good  friends"  was  evidently  and  undis- 
putedly  the  absolute  truth,  for  once)? 
To  say  nothing  of  Tab  Hunter? 

See  what  I  mean?  America's  endless 
fascination  with  all  things  Hollywood 
and  therefore  all  dirt  is  more  than 
shared  by  gays;  it's  often  raised  to  a 
fever  pitch  of  "one-upmanship"  as  we 
compete  with  those  less  in  the  know  to 
add  our  own  privileged  brand  of  inside 
dope  to  the  mountain  of  speculation. 

I  suppose  that's  why  TBP  sent  me  all 
these  Hollywood  books  recently.  I,  of 
course,  have  my  own  sources  and  a  few 
really  juicy  scoops  I  might  share  with 
you.  But  the  libel  laws  and  the  necessity 
of  protecting  my  informants  forbid  it  at 
this  time... 

The  problem  with  all  of  these  books 
is  that  few  come  across  with  the  goods. 
Hollywood  Babylon  (Delta,  $5.95),  that 
masterpiece  of  journalistic  hedging 
("Bisexual  Wife?"),  is  still  the  champ, 
of  course,  right  from  the  first  double- 
page  spread  of  scantily  clad  dancers  out 
of  Belshazzar's  feast  in  Griffith's  In- 
tolerance down  to  the  parting  shot  —  a 
bottle  of  whiskey,  a  hank  of  blonde 
hair,  and  Jayne  Mansfield's  dead  Chi- 
huahua in  the  wreckage  of  The  Death 
Car.  A  new  contender  in  the  flesh  and 
fantasy  genre  is  —  Flesh  and  Fantasy  by 
Penny  Stallings  and  Howard  Mandel- 
baum  (St  Martin's,  $9.95).  F&F'is 
replete  with  publicity  shots  (dear  Joan 
and  her  double  knitting  on  the  set  dur- 
ing a  break;  a  hirsute  Barbara  Stanwyck 
without  benefit  of  the  airbrush)  and 
amounts,  finally,  to  an  anatomy  of 
Hollywood's  white  lies.  Entertaining, 
but  hardly  dirt. 

Of  course  these  books  are  fueled  by 


innuendo  in  the  first  place.  Where 
would  dirt  be  without  innuendo?  (Or 
Romance,  for  that  matter.)  But  even  / 
found  it  difficult  to  live  on  innuendo 
alone  —  as  I  plowed  my  way  through 
the  real  dogs  on  the  list:  Hector  Arce's 
The  Secret  Life  of  Tyrone  Power  (Ban- 
tam, $2.75)  and  Beverly  Linet's  Ladd: 
The  Life,  The  Legend,  The  Legacy  of 
Alan  Ladd  (Berkley,  $2.75). 

In  spite  of  the  evidence  of  Power's 
well-known  homosexual  activity,  his  old 
friend  Evie  Johnson  is  still  able  to  in- 
form Arce  that  "Ty  innately  loved 
women,  sexually  and  spiritually.  No  one 
was  closer  to  him  than  I  was.  He  had 
this  wonderful  knack,  this  wonderful 
rapport  with  people,  and  the  need  for 
people  to  love  him."  This  is  pretty  rich, 
especially  when  set  beside  the  informa- 
tion that  Power  was  a  virtual  houseboy 
(a  long  and  honoured  Hollywood  tradi- 
tion, you  will  note)  at  Lorenz  Hart's 
during  the  initial  stages  of  his  career. 
But  the  best  dirt  in  the  still-pretty-secret 
life  of  Tyrone  Power  is  the  story  of  his 
affair  with  Robin  Thomas,  Diana 
Barrymore's  beloved  half-brother.  Ac- 
cording to  Diana's  tell-all  Too  Much, 
Too  Soon,  Robin,  following  his  aborted 
affair  with  Ty  (they  actually  lived  and 
loved  together  in  Robin's  mother's 
Manhattan  apartment),  "literally  des- 
troyed himself...  he  drank  and  he  ate, 
and  there  was  no  stopping  him.  He  took 
sleeping  pills  to  sleep,  and  Benzedrine  to 
wake,  and  he  lay  in  bed  for  days,  his 
guests  coming  and  going,  and  he  drank 
straight  whiskey,  the  cases  piling  up 
outside  his  bedroom,  and  one  morning 
he  was  found  dead.  He  had  died  in  his 
sleep.  He  was  twenty-nine  years  old." 

Here  we  stumble  (in  the  midst  of 
Arce's  arid  and  pedestrian  schlock  hack 
bio)  onto  real  dirt.  Not  only  real  dirt 
but  a  complex  and  human  story  of  the 
kind  that  transcends  dirt  itself  and  be- 
gins to  take  on  the  features  of  some- 
thing like  gay  history.  How  many  un- 
told stories  are  there  like  Robin's?  Why 
did  Farley  Granger  have  to  leave  Holly- 
wood? Will  they  ever  let  Tab  Hunter 
grow  up?  Aren't  you  glad  there's  a 
Carol  Burnett  around  to  defend  poor 
Rock  Hudson? 

Arce's  biography  is  tedious  going.  He 
even  interviews  Power's  school  chums, 
but  can't  seem  to  find  the  one  he  blunt- 
ly says  was  a  spurned  lover  (the  first  in  a 
string  of  chorus  boys  and  fellow  actors, 
before,  during  and  even  after,  one 


assumes,  Ty's  apotheosis  in  marriage  to 
Linda  Christian).  Arce  can't  seem  to 
make  Power  sympathetic  or  even 
interesting. 

Ladd  suffers  from  the  same  problem, 
though  his  biographer  is  a  fan,  and  an- 
xious, even  fervent,  about  her  task. 
(One  can  just  feel  Arce  writing  from 
one  advance  cheque  to  the  other.)  Linet 
was  a  publicity  flack  in  the  old  days  and 
"knew"  Alan  Ladd  well.  Her  book  is 
just  what  you'd  expect  from  someone 
who  first  bumped  into  her  subject  in 
1946  at  an  Ice  Capades  opening.  Sue 
Carol's  (Ladd's  second  wife)  outfit  at 
that  fateful  meeting,  we  are  dutifully 
and  characteristically  informed,  bore  a 
striking  and  discomfiting  resemblance 
to  the  author's.  The  pictures  are  fun  but 
—  well,  here's  another  frustration:  you 
want  to  get  back  into  the  moviehouse 
and  see  Shane  again.  This  book  is  not 
the  appropriate  place  to  swoon  over 
Alan  Ladd.  The  real  dirt  proves  awfully 
disappointing.  The  screen  image  should 
have  remained  intact,  for  this  reader  at 
least. 

None  of  the  biographies  I've  read  — 
I'll  pass  over  the  reissue  of  Mother 
Goddam  (distinctly  hackwork,  though 
probably  indispensable  for  Bette  Davis 
freaks)  and  all  the  others  I  gleaned  from 
the  paperback  racks  in  an  orgy  of  "re- 
search" and  junk  reading  —  can  possi- 
bly measure  up  to  Patricia  Bosworth's 


Montgomery  Clift  (Bantam,  $2.75  — 
not  to  be  confused  with  the  LaGuardia 
biography,  richly  inferior  to  Bosworth's 
work).  Now  Clift  is  dirt  and  Bosworth 
got  a  little  carried  away  with  the 
dark-side-of-homosexuality-on-the-piers 
number,  but  the  book  is  a  perfect  and 
achingly  sentient  companion  to  the 
screen  image  Cliff  projected  —  an  im- 
age close  enough  to  the  truth  to  make  it 
indelible,  unlike  Ladd's.  Perhaps  the 
success  of  the  book,  however,  was  due 
to  the  sheer  abundance  of  dirt.  Monty 
provided  it  himself.  He  was  chronically, 
as  the  shrinks  would  say,  "acting  out" 
in  public.  I'd  urge  you  to  go  back  to 
Montgomery  Clift  if  you  have  an  attack 
of  the  sleazes,  for  there  you'll  get  the 
real  dish  —  the  very  story  of  Robin 
Thomas. 

Which  leads  me  to  Heros  of  Eros  by 
Michael  Malone,  a  handsome  Dutton 
large-format  paperback  subtitled  Mate 
Sexuality  in  the  Movies  (Clarke,  Irwin, 
$12.95).  This  is  a  book  that  doesn't  ig- 
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nore  us,  though  it  seems  to  assume  our 
responses  in  the  dark  before  the  silver 
screen  can  be  equated  with  those  of 
women.  It's  full  of  beefcake  (see  the 
Engstead  portrait  of  Brando,  pl46,  for 
another  good  reason  to  be  gay  this 
week)  and  has  a  thoughtful  commen- 
tary. It's  part  of  Malone's  thesis  that 
the  male  images  Hollywood  offered  us 
were  above  all  safe.  The  best  kept  non- 
secret  in  Tinseltown  was  that  male  stars 
were  actually  sex  objects,  but  God  for- 
bid it  should  be  acknowledged.  The 
acrobatics  that  Hollywood,  its  press 
agents  and  the  stars  themselves  went 
through  to  deny  that  a  male  was  put  on 
the  screen  to  display  his  charms  in  the 
same  way  as  was  a  Lana  Turner  or  a 
Jean  Harlow  are  funny  and  rather  sad 
at  the  same  time.  Malone's  analysis  of 
the  process  and  of  the  various  guises  of 
the  male  icon  is  sometimes  profound 
and,  unlike  most  Hollywood  tomes,  up- 
to-date  as  well. 

Two  of  these  books,  however,  gave 
me  an  unusual  degree  of  pleasure.  The 
first  is  a  reissue  of  Errol  Flynn's  My 
Wicked,  Wicked  Ways  (Berkley,  $2.50). 
The  old  swashbuckler  spills  all  the  beans 
(or  so  it  would  seem  —  Charles  Higham 
recently  fingered  him  for  a  Nazi  spy)  in 
a  charmingly  egotistical  and  chummy 
rendition  of  his  life  and  extraordinary 
career.  I  enjoyed  tremendously  my  time 
on  the  subway  with  Errol.  Though  he 
was  a  woman-hater  in  the  old  mould,  he 
hated  only  the  women  who  gave  him 
what  he  wanted  —  married  him,  then 
bled  him  dry  with  alimony.  In  a  quite 
comforting  Freudian  sense,  you  see  him 
get  his  comeuppance  every  step  of  the 
way.  Otherwise,  he  presents  himself  as 
quite  the  most  convincingly  heterosex- 
ual and  yet  fascinating  of  the  big  stars. 
I'm  almost  sure  he  wrote  the  book  him- 
self. 

Lots  of  good  dirt  here.  In  a  rehearsal 
for  the  big  confrontation  scene  in 
Elizabeth  and  Essex,  Bette  Davis  almost 
broke  Flynn's  jaw.  Or,  Flynn,  noting 
that  his  new  protegee  had  a  snaggle 
tooth,  sent  her  to  the  dentist  to  have  it 
filed,  but  ended  up  paying  for  a  com- 
plete cap  job.  The  young  lady  was 
Linda  Christian  —  who,  of  course, 
dropped  Flynn  for  a  more  compliant 
lover:  Tyrone  Power.  Now  it's  inter- 
esting that  in  his  new  book  Higham  also 
fingers  Power  as  the  lover  of  —  Errol 
Flynn... 

On  a  hunch  that  the  gay  book  of  1980 
would  be  Lauren  Bacall  by  Myself,  I 
picked  up  the  recent  paperback  (Ballan- 
tine,  $3.25).  This  book  is  up  for  an 
American  Book  Award  as  best  biogra- 
phy. It  isn't  that  good,  but  it's  gripping 
and  most  definitely  written  by  Bacall 
Herself  —  probably  just  tidied  up  by 
the  editors.  The  heart  of  her  autobio- 
graphy is,  of  course,  Bogie.  You'll  love 
him.  Bacall  presents  a  sensitive  and  gen- 
tle man,  one  of  the  only  men  in  Holly- 
wood, it  seems,  with  a  true  sense  of 
honour  —  but  already  I'm  running  to 
gushy  adjectives.  Just  read  it. 

Where  will  this  all  lead?  I  have  a  pre- 
monition about  the  market  that  won't 
go  away  and  lately  has  been  invading 
my  sleeping  hours:  someday,  some- 
where, when  I  least  expect  it,  I  will  be 
approached  to  write  the  definitive  bio- 
graphy of  William  Bendix.  I  will  make  a 
million  dollars  chronicling  Bill's  rise  to 
stardom,  his  happy/tragic  home  life,  his 
never-to-be-forgotten  years  on  Life  of 
Riley.  My  picture  and  his  will  be 
plastered  across  every  front  page  in 
North  America  after  my  discovery  that 
Riley  was  actually  —  what?  A  transves- 
tite?  A  female?  A  chimp? 

I'll  think  of  something. 

George  WhitmoreD 


Dennis  Altman:  so  lacking  in  paranoia,  he  must  be  doing  it  just  to  spite  the  Freudians 

Australian  convictions 


Coming  Out  in  the  Seventies  by  Dennis 
Altman.  Wild  &  Woolley,  1980.  No  price 
given. 

Dennis  Altman's  Coming  Out  in  the 
Seventies  is  a  thoroughly  admirable 
piece  of  work.  Its  most  striking  charac- 
teristic is  its  sustained  good  sense  and  its 
tone  —  always  personal,  never  strident. 
I  don't  see  how  a  gay  writer  can  be  so 
lacking  in  paranoia.  He  must  be  doing  it 
just  to  spite  the  Freudians. 

The  book  consists  of  35  essays  written 
from  1967  to  1978,  but  nearly  all  during 
the  seventies  as  the  title  suggests. 
Altman  groups  them  under  five  head- 
ings: On  Being  Gay,  The  Counter-Cul- 
ture, Politics  and  Revolt,  The  American 
Dream,  and  Literature.  In  each  rubric, 
the  later  ones  tend  to  be  better  than  the 
earlier  —  a  happy  circumstance  for  any 
author.  The  essays  on  Politics  and  Re- 
volt and  on  Literature  are  Altman's 
best,  while  those  on  The  Counter- 
culture have  dulled  from  time  —  not 
because  they  seem  either  trivial  or 
mistaken,  but  because  most  of  what 
Altman  has  to  say  about  it  has  become 
absorbed  in  conventional  wisdom. 

His  1977  essay  on  EM  Forster  —  who 
did  as  much  as  any  man  to  make  me 
what  I  am  today  —  is  simply  the  best 
piece  of  criticism  of  his  work  I  have  ever 
read,  and  I've  read  most  of  it  as  well  as 
everything  Forster  ever  wrote  or,  at 
least,  published.  Two  of  the  P&R  essays 
also  struck  me  as  excellent  and  wholly 
original:  "On  Being  Jewish,"  which  is 
really  about  being  an  Australian  Jew; 
and  "Signposts  in  the  Gloom,"  which 
deals  with  recent  modulations  in  the 
Australian  political  climate  as  they  af- 
fect not  just  gays  but  the  state  of  cul- 
ture. 

The  fact  that  Altman  is  Australian 
though  peripatetic  has  not  led  him  to  in- 
clude as  much  about  Australia  as  would 
have  been  helpful,  especially  to  Cana- 
dian readers,  for  whom  Australia  pro- 
vides a  useful  role  model  of  how  much  a 
smug,  insular,  Anglophone  country  can 


nevertheless  contribute  socially  and  pol- 
itically if  it  has  a  whole  lot  of  self- 
confidence.  But,  then,  Australian  cul- 
ture was  founded  by  more  vigorous 
people:  convicts  rather  than  Loyalists. 

Coming  Out  in  the  Seventies  has  two 
fairly  serious  deficiencies,  both  of  which 
are  structural  rather  than  literary.  Being 
a  book  of  essays,  it  poddies  along  rather 
monotonously.  It  doesn't  have  much 
drama  and  should  be  read  a  little  at  a 
time.  And  it  suffers  from  one  of  the 
lousiest  production  jobs  I  have  seen  in  a 
hardcover  book  in  years.  It  also  has  lots 
of  typos. 

Altman's  editors  have  apparently  in- 
cluded the  Australian  material  without 
alteration  to  explain  to  occidentals  what 
the  DLP  stands  for  —  of  course,  it  isn't 
easy  even  for  its  own  members  to  find 
this  out  —  or  who  "men  like  Robert 
Askin  or  Joh  (sic)  Bjelke-Petersen,  not 
'left-liberals'  like  Moss  Cass  or  Jim 
Cairns"  are.  We  know  they  aren't 
Gough  Whitlam  or  Malcolm  Fraser,  but 
just  who  are  they?  These,  though,  are 
small  matters. 

Edgar  <Z  FriedenbergD 

False  testimony 

The  New  Couple:  Women  and  Gay  Men  by 

Rebecca  Nahas  and  Myra  Turley.  Seaview 
Books  (Fitzhenry  and  Whiteside  in  Canada), 
1979.  $12.95. 

Straight  Women,  Gay  Men:  A  Special  Rela- 
tionship by  John  Malone.  The  Dial  Press 
(Doubleday  in  Canada),  1980.  $11.50. 

The  authors  of  the  first  of  these  two 
books  mean  well.  Some  of  the  1 10  peo- 
ple they  interviewed  have  interesting 
stories  to  tell.  The  book  is  written  in  a 
simple,  unpedantic  style,  and  it  is  amply 
researched.  The  bibliography  is  lengthy. 
But  it  is  also  indiscriminate,  citing 
Charles  Socarides  and  Irving  Bieber 
(among  many  others)  in  the  weakest  sec- 
tion on  theories  of  homosexual  behav- 
iour. 
For  whom  was  this  study  written? 


The  section  on  theory  should  not  have 
been  attempted  given  how  superficial 
the  results  are,  but  if  the  authors  felt 
they  had  to,  how  could  they  have  been 
so  naive  as  to  accept  the  two  most 
homophobic  psychiatric  writers  as  mere- 
ly two  more  authorities?  Such  ignorance 
may  be  unfortunate,  but  that  hardly 
makes  it  less  insensitive. 

As  for  the  rest  of  the  material  on  an 
important  and  fascinating  subject  —  the 
relationship  of  gay  men  to  (mostly) 
heterosexual  women  —  the  results  are 
finally  dull  and  thin.  This  book  may 
come  as  a  revelation  to  someone  who 
has  never  heard  of  the  subject  before, 
but  for  anyone  else,  it  provokes  little 
thought.  Mostly,  that  is  because  the 
authors  have  not  thought  enough  about 
their  enormously  complex  material, 
which  touches  on  most  of  the  vital 
issues  of  sexuality,  role,  and  relation- 
ship in  contemporary  society.  Indeed, 
they  touch  it  all  before  lightly  moving  to 
the  next  topic,  and  after  many  obeisant 
footnotes. 

I  do  not  think  this  subject  can  be  ex- 
plored successfully  without  careful 
speculative  thought.  The  authors  have 
not  chosen  to  do  that.  They  have  col- 
lected portraits  of  individuals  and 
couples  who  they  classify  as  traditional 
(ie  unhappy),  marginal  (so-so),  and  new 
(very  together  and  revolutionary).  But 
the  people  who  testify  are  not  especially 
insightful.  Most  of  them  sound  like  or- 
dinary men  and  women  in  somewhat 
unusual  emotional  or  erotic  situations. 

Of  course  those  in  traditional  rela- 
tionships, heterosexual  women  in  love 
with  or  married  to  homosexual  men,  are 
unhappy  in  this  study.  If  they  were  not, 
who  would  the  new  couples  be?  But  I 
would  assume  there  are  many  coupled 
heterosexual  women  and  homosexual 
men  who  are  satisfied  with  arrange- 
ments which  rest  on  secrecy  and  tact. 
Those  couples  are  not  going  to  par- 
ticipate in  a  study  like  this.  Descriptions 
like  "Until  Amy  was  emotionally  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  responsibility  of  a 
satisfying  relationship  with  a  man,  she 
would  continue  to  fall  in  love  with 
gays,"  are  tactless  and  useless.  In  such  a 
study,  one  cannot  oppose  "man"  and 
"gays"  without  seeming  stupid,  nor 
does  such  a  banal  judgment,  even  if  it  is 
true  of  Amy,  help  us  understand 
anything. 

The  new  couple  is  intimate  and  open, 
the  woman  invariably  a  feminist  who 
accepts  with  little  or  no  jealousy  her 
lover's  homosexuality,  and  they  are 
heralds  of  the  future,  where  everyone  is 
sexually  enlightened.  The  authors  use 
statistics  about  the  public's  growing 
tolerance  of  homosexuality  from  before 
1977.  They  seem  to  have  finished  their 
study  before  Anita  Bryant's  campaign 
and  the  extensive  backlash  which  we  are 
now  experiencing.  Perhaps  their  op- 
timism is  only  bad  timing.  Worse  is  the 
shallow  image  of  this  new  couple,  so 
adventurous  and  free.  There  is  Barbara, 
who  thinks  she  smells  shit  on  her  lover 
Roger  after  she  reads  Hugh  Selby's  Last 
Exit  to  Brooklyn  and  discovers  homo- 
sexuals have  anal  intercourse.  There  is 
Stephanie  in  her  me'nage-a-trois  with 
two  gay  men,  Len  and  Arthur,  who 
says,  "I  have  lived  with  a  man  who  was 
my  lover,  and  I  had  wanted  to  for  sever- 
al years.... Well,  someday  I'll  grow  up 
maybe,  and  then  I'll  feel  like  having 
children."  There  are  interposing  ques- 
tions between  those  statements,  but  they 
are  on  the  same  page.  Or  Len  on  Ar- 
thur: "He  is  one  of  the  most  handsome 
men  I've  ever  seen.  His  body  is  perfect. 
He  is  an  absolutely  beautiful  person.  I 
fell  in  love  with  him  and  he  fell  in  love 
with  me."  These  are  not  people  who 
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can  tell  us  anything  about  the  future, 
and  not  much  about  their  own  lives.  But 
such  testimony  is  typical  in  this  book, 
and  the  authors  who  think  it  says  all 
that  needs  to  be  heard  on  the  subject  are 
not  very  well  suited  to  handle  material 
as  important  as  this. 

John  Malone's  study  Straight 
Women,  Gay  Men,  is  a  much  better 
book.  The  150  men  and  women  who 
testify  are  generally  more  articulate, 
aware  and  mature.  Malone  is  also  a  bet- 
ter writer,  and  he  has  thought  about  his 
subject.  Some  of  his  speculation  is  in- 
debted to  C  A  Tripp's  The  Homosexual 
Matrix,  which  Malone  endorses  admir- 
ingly. While  Bieber  is  cited  in  the  bibli- 
ography, he  is  identified  in  the  text  as 
homophobic.  Other  works  cited,  from 
writers  like  Dennis  Altman,  Jonathan 
Katz,  Karla  Jay  and  Allen  Young,  in- 
dicate that  Malone  knew  how  to  do  his 
homework.  He  discusses  the  special 
relationship  of  straight  women  and  gay 
men  by  relating  its  emergence  to  both 
feminism  and  gay  liberation.  While  he 
has  modeled  his  study  as  popular 
sociology,  and  he  himself  remains  im- 
personal, he  is  clear  about  his  sympathy 
for  his  subjects. 

However,  that  sympathy  is  always 
moderate,  and  any  statement  that  might 
be  construed  as  politically  or  intellec- 
tually radical  is  tempered  by  an  example 
or  qualification  to  show  his  open-mind- 
edness.  There  is  an  obvious  attempt  to 
be  "fair,"  to  be  "objective,"  and  the 
books  aims  to  cross  the  line  and  reach 
an  audience  of  heterosexuals  as  well  as 
homosexuals  —  though  it  will  be  the 
rare  straight  man  or  lesbian  who  will 
find  much  here  that  is  relevant  to  his  or 
her  life.  That  is  partly  why  I  found  it 
pedestrian.  It  never  offends,  but  it  does 
not  illuminate  much.  It  sums  up  a  good 
deal  of  contemporary  material  about 
sexuality,  and  it  is  certainly  more  so- 
phisticated than  The  New  Couple,  but 
finally  it  is  a  bit  dull. 

Malone  presents  his  people  with  skill 
and  organizes  his  book  with  intelli- 
gence. His  attempt  to  explore  the  sub- 
ject by  finding  a  connection  between 
women's  liberation  and  gay  rights  gives 
the  books  its  depth.  He  is  insightful 
when  he  speculates  that  some  of  the  ma- 
jor problems  gay  men  have  in  these  rela- 
tionships stem  from  the  same  sexist  pre 
mises  about  role  that  beset  conventional 
couples.  Some  of  the  testimony  of  his 
gay  men  is  as  sexist  as  it's  possible  to  be. 
But  Malone's  speculations  that  the 
problems  are  less  related  to  sexual  per- 
formance than  to  social  attitude  are  too 
brief.  When  he  deals  with  a  woman 
named  Aline  who  comments  that  her 
marriage  to  Jonathan,  a  gay  man,  failed 
not  because  he  slept  with  other  men, 
which  did  bother  her,  but  because  he 
treated  her  as  oppressively  and  domin- 
eeringly as  straight  men  had,  Malone 
describes  her  as  "exceptionally  open- 
minded,"  but  adds,  "Aline's  last  com- 
ment may  surprise  some  readers." 

Malone  wants  to  sell  the  book  to  a 
wide  audience  —  which  is  completely 
understandable,  if  somewhat  optimistic. 
If  he  were  militant,  he  might  exclude 
too  many.  Indeed,  if  he  were  personal, 
he  might  also  damage  the  prospect  of  a 
broad  appeal,  so  we  learn  little  of  why 
he  is  interested  in  his  subject,  and 
nothing  of  his  own  sexual  preferences. 
He  sounds  finally  like  an  extraordinarily 
broad-minded  straight  man  or  like  a 
very  closeted  gay  one.  Writers  do  not 
have  to  be  gay  to  write  about  gay  sub- 
jects —  intelligence,  sensitivity  and  sym- 
pathy are  higher  priorities,  and  without 
them,  the  sexual  orientation  of  the 
writer  is  utterly  irrelevant. 

But  personally,  somewhere  in  such  a 


book,  I  want  to  know  where  the  author 
is  coming  from.  This  work  does  not 
have  the  ambitions  of  statistical 
sociology,  where  the  personal  would  be 
proscribed.  Malone's  book  —  with  its 
very  newness  in  print,  its  small  number 
of  informants,  and  its  evident  intel- 
ligence and  frequent  commentary  — 
leads  the  reader  to  expect  something 
beyond  statistical  study.  In  other  words, 
one  expects  the  book  to  attempt  to 
answer  the  question  of  what  its  subject 
means  —  what  is  the  importance  to  the 
wider  subject  of  sexuality  and  intimate 
relationships,  and  what  is  its  interest  to 
those  who  are  not  in  such  special  rela- 
tionships? Malone  will  not  or  cannot  do 
that. 

Seymour  Klein  berg  [J 

Producing 
our  own  theory 

Working  Papers  on  Gay/Lesbian  Liberation 
and  Socialism.  Produced  by  the  New  Ameri- 
can Movement,  3244  North  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  IL  60657.  $1.00  US. 

A  decade  of  the  modern  gay  and  lesbian 
movement  has  made  it  painfully  clear 
that  the  development  of  a  theory  of  our 
liberation  is  essential  to  any  further  sig- 
nificant advances  in  our  cause.  But 
within  our  movement  there  is  no  clear 
strategy  for  the  generation  of  that 
theory.  Indeed,  the  most  commonly 
held  view  is  one  of  sheer  passivity:  liber- 
ation theory  will  be  produced,  it  is  ar- 
gued, in  the  magnum  opuses  of  a  few 
exceptional  intellectuals.  Our  theory  will 
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•Jane  Rule's  new  novel,  set  in  the  ar- 
tistic community  of  Vancouver,  is  due 
out  this  September.  Called  Contract 
with  the  World,  it  will  be  published  by 
Harcourt,  Brace,  Jovanovich  in  the  US 
and  distributed  by  Academic  Press  in 
Canada.  Rule  will  soon  resume  her 
regular  contribution  to  TBP  with  her 
column  "So's  Your  Grandmother." 
•At  the  Glenmore  Gallery  in  Toronto, 
Andy  Fabo's  recent  paintings  displayed  a 
development  of  the  use  of  gay  male  im- 
ages seen  in  his  earlier  works. 

Selfconscious  I  presents  a  very  strong 
but  almost  static  central  figure.  The  real 
definition  of  the  personality  comes  from 
the  collage  of  small  images  swirling 
around  the  head  —  pin-ups  and  classi- 
fied ads  from  gay  magazines,  comic 
strip  text  and  the  often-present  dark 
glasses.  The  painting  splits  the  naked 
figure  from  the  images  and  props  that 
define  its  personality.  Statement? 

Selfconscious  II  gives  us  a  figure 
which  is  alive  and  moving  and  clothed 
in  the  flash  of  new  wave  style.  The 
background  consists  of  anthropological 
and  anatomical  pictures  of  male  heads, 
providing  stark  contrast  to  the  central 
figure.  In  Chastened,  the  expression  is 
coy  and  ironic,  defying  the  background 
collage  of  (negative?)  art  reviews  from 
the  Globe  &  Mail. 


Our  contributors 


Leo  Casey  has  curly  brown  hair  and  a  red  beard     Edgar 
Fnedenberg  sociologist,  lives  in  Nova  Scotia  His  most  re- 
cent book  is  Deference  to  Authority   The  Case  ot  Canada 
JM  leads  a  gay  married  men's  group  in  the  Toronto  area 
Michael  Joyce  entertains  in  New  York  City     Seymour 
Kleinberg  s  new  book.  Alienated  Atlections  Being  Gay  in 
America,  will  be  published  next  February  by  St  Martin's 
Press     Stephen  MacOonaM  is  a  Ireelance  wnter  end 
librarian^  Lynn  Murphy  is  a  Nova  Scotia  librarian,  and 
member  of  the  Canadian  Library  Association's  Gay  Librar 
ans  Interest  Group     Heather  Ramuy  has  a  new  )ob 
George  Whttmore  recently  published  The  Conlessions  ot 
Danny  Stocum 


burst  upon  the  scene  in  somewhat  the 
same  fashion  that  Athena  sprang  from 
the  head  of  Zeus.  We  can  do  little  but 
await  its  coming. 

This  "great  thinker"  view  of  intellect- 
ual activity  is  merely  a  variation  on  the 
"great  man"  conception  of  history. 
And  like  that  conception,  it  ignores  the 
real  forces  and  large  numbers  of  people 
that  make  these  spectacular  events  pos- 
sible. The  gay  and  lesbian  movement  as 
a  whole  will  produce  our  theory,  and  it 
will  be  formulated  in  numerous  small 
journal  articles  and  discussion  pieces 
long  before  it  is  ever  synthesized  in  lar- 
ger works. 

It  is  with  this  reality  in  mind  that  the 
importance  of  work  generated  in  jour- 
nals such  as  the  British  Gay  Left  be- 
comes evident.  Focusing  their  analysis 
upon  concrete  organizing  issues  and 
contemporary  cultural  trends,  and  util- 
izing an  antidogmatic  Marxism  and 
feminism,  the  Gay  Left  collective  has 
made  important  contributions  to  the  be- 
ginnings of  a  theory  of  gay  and  lesbian 
liberation.  With  the  publication  of  the 
first  issue  of  the  New  American  Move- 
ment's Working  Papers  on  Gay /Lesbian 
Liberation  and  Socialism,  there  is  now 
the  potential  of  establishing  an  Ameri- 
can forum  with  a  similar  orientation. 

NAM's  Working  Papers  consist  of  six 
essays,  five  written  by  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  within  the  organization  and  one 
reprinted  from  a  Gay  Left  editorial. 
Readers  will  find  three  of  these  essays  to 
be  of  special  interest.  The  first  of  these 
is  the  Gay  Left  statement,  "Why  Marx- 
ism?", which  outlines  that  journal's 
case  for  the  special  relevance  of  Marxist 


Fabo  paints  images  of  himself,  images 
of  men  —  gay  men,  and  when  he  paints 
well  he  provides  us  with  fluid,  very  alive 
images  that  begin  to  create  the  defini- 
tion of  gay  painting. 

SMD 

New  Titles 

□  Barry  and  Alice  by  Barry  Kohn  and 
Alice  Matusow.  Prentice  Hall,  1980. 
$13.95. 

Barry  and  Alice  deals  with  the  issues  of 
maintaining  a  heterosexual  marriage  as 
a  central  relationship  while  allowing 
both  partners  expression  of  both  hetero- 
sexual and  homosexual  feelings  through 
extramarital  relationships.  Barry  was 
the  first  to  become  aware  of  his  bisexual 
feelings  and  the  book  describes  his  com- 
ing out  as  well  as  Alice's  reaction  and 
her  resultant  self-awareness.  As  host  of 
the  gay  married  men's  group  that  meets 
monthly  in  Mississauga,  I  know  that 
most  do  not  feel  confident  about  admit- 
ting their  gay  side  to  the  wives  for  fear 
of  rejection.  In  such  cases,  Barry  and 
Alice  could  expand  their  concepts  of 
love,  marriage,  and  male  relationships, 
offering  positive  support  for  the  devel- 
opment of  alternatives.  I  felt  somewhat 
abandoned,  though,  by  the  lack  of 
discussion  of  the  reaction  to  Barry's 
bisexuality  in  the  work  environment. 
Since  the  reaction  of  peers  at  work  is  a 
major  concern  of  many  men  in  our 
group,  I  don't  feel  that  aspect  should 
have  been  neglected  in  a  book  of  this 
nature. 

IM     1 

(    The  Life  of  Kalherine  Mansfield  by 

Anthony  Alpers.  Jonathan  Cape 
(Clarke  Irwin  in  Canada),  1980.  $32.95. 
I  IThe  Shorter  Strachey  edited  by 
Michael  Holroyd  and  Paul  Levy. 
Oxford,  1980.  $15.95. 
[  IThe  Beginning  Place  by  Ursula  K. 
LeGuin.  Harper  and  Row,  1980. 


analysis  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  struggle. 
This  essay  does  not,  however,  embrace 
the  orthodox,  economist  Marxism 
which  is  often  espoused  by  Leninist  and 
Trotskyist  organizations  active  in  the 
movement.  Rather,  it  identifies  a  num- 
ber of  "absences,"  or  gaps,  in  Marxist 
theory  that  must  be  explored  in  order 
to  address  the  important  issues  raised  by 
the  gay  and  lesbian  struggle. 

Two  essays  by  NAM  lesbian  activists, 
Chris  Riddiough 's  "Culture  and  Poli- 
tics" and  Hannah  Frisch's  "Gay  Liber- 
ation Will  Change  the  Culture,"  at- 
tempt to  apply  the  perspective  outlined 
in  the  Gay  Left  piece  to  the  cultural 
forms  of  gay  and  lesbian  life.  Riddiough 
and  Frisch  adopt  the  insights  of  the  Ital- 
ian Marxist  Antonio  Gramsci  —  whose 
work  dealt  with  the  role  of  ideology  in 
maintaining  and  undermining  the  dom- 
inant social  relations  —  in  somewhat 
novel  interpretations  of  our  bars,  our 
art  and  our  language.  Riddiough  argues 
that  gay  and  lesbian  culture  is  a  "cul- 
ture of  resistance,"  albeit  with 
contradictions,  and  that  gay  and  lesbian 
socialists  have  erred  in  "rejecting  that 
culture  for  its  contradictions."  This 
view,  along  with  Frisch's  contention 
that  gay  civil  rights  and  gay  liberation 
struggles  are  mutually  supportive, 
challenges  some  cherished,  but  not  very 
well  formulated,  socialist  perceptions  of 
our  culture. 

All  of  the  essays  in  the  collection  have 
the  virtue,  unfortunately  rare  in  leftist 
gay  and  lesbian  discussions,  of  being 
written  in  a  clear  and  jargon-free  style. 

Leo  Casey  □ 


Fabo's  Selfconscious  I 

□  More  Tales  of  the  City  by  Armistead 
Maupin.  Harper  and  Row  (Beaverbooks 
in  Canada),  1980.  $9.95. 

A  follow-up  volume  to  the  earlier 
published  Tales  of  the  City  —  clever, 
amusing  urban  prose. 

□  Maugham:  a  Biography  by  Ted 
Morgan.  Simon  and  Schuster  (Musson 
in  Canada),  1980.  $23.95. 

□The  Death  of  Nature:  Women. 
Ecology  and  the  Scientific  Revolution 
by  Carolyn  Merchant.  Harper  and  Row 
(Beaverbooks  in  Canada).  1980.  $16.95. 
(    Young,  Gay  and  Proud.  Alyson 
Publications,  1980.  $3.50. 
A  new  American  edition  of  a  publica- 
tion from  Australia  by  the  Gay  Teachers 
and  Students  Group  of  Melbourne 
(reviewed  by  TBP  December/ January 
1978/1979).  It  presents  clear,  positive, 
and  to-thc-point  information  on  being 
gay  for  teenagers.  This  is  an  invaluable 
addition  to  the  small  body  of  existing 
material  for  this  age  group.  Smashing: 
help  make  it  available. 

—  Stephen  MacDonahi 
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TORONTO'S  DISTINCTIVE  NEW  DOWNTOWN  FILM  CENTRE 

•  *••• 


12  MERCER  ST.,  MAIN  FLOOR,  TORONTO,  CANADA  •  (416)  366-9777 


Upstairs. 


A  friendly,  relaxed,  fully-licenced 

lounge,  perfect  for  after-show 

drinks  and  munchies.  Upstairs  — 

at  the  Fare  Exchange. 


SALE 


LOCKER  ROOM  •  HARDWARE  •  CUM 

RUSH  •  CRYPT  •  BOLT  •  HI-BALL 

DISCO-MAGIC  •  BAN-APPLE 

BANG  •  BLACK-SAC 

MINIMUM  ORDER  —  5  FOR  $14.95 
(MIX  OR  MATCH)  PLUS  $1.50  POSTAGE 


NUMBERS 

215-11  AVE  S.W.  CALGARY, 
ALBERTA  T2R  0C2 

WHOLESALE  INQUIRIES  INVITED 


That's  all  it  would  cost  you  to 
put  your  message  in  a  space  like 
this  one  in  The  Body  Politic 

for  a  single  run  —  and  multiple 
insertions  are  even  cheaper. 

Want  to  find  out  more?  Call  Alex 
Wilson,  our  advertising  manager, 
at  977-6320,  or  drop  a  line  to  us 
at  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5W  1X9. 
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Thousands  and  Thousands 
of  bucks  in  prizes! 
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Over  5,000 
Balding  Men  Love 
Marcella  Ferens 


The  phenomenal  success  of  Marcella  Ferens  in  helping 
people  to  retain  and  regain  their  hair  has  been  reported 
by  CHUM's  "In  Toronto  Show/'  in  The  Globe  and  Mail, 
by  NBC  and  many  other  media. 

This  internationally  renown  hair  regrowth  researcher 
with  over  25  years  of  experience  believes  that  the  scalp's 
ability  to  produce  hair  never  dies.  And  she  supports  this 
belief  with  examples  from  over  5,000  satisfied  clients. 

Now.  .  .  using  entirely  natural  ingredients,  without 
pain,  special  diets  or  a  change  in  your  lifestyle.  .  .  there's 
a  lot  more  than  just  hope  for  your  hair. 

Find  out  why  thousands  of  once  skeptical  men  and 
women  are  smiling  again.  Visit  or  call  the  new  Marcella 
Ferens  Hair  Care  Centre  recently  opened  in  Toronto  to 
arrange  a  free  consultation. 
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HAIR  CARE  CENTRE 

M  Marcella  Ferens 


1491  Yonge  Street,  Suite  305 
Toronto  •  964-7224 
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by  Ed  Jackson 


Did  anything  actually  happen? 


In  the  nation's  capital,  where  political 
scandals  are  used  to  bring  down  govern- 
ments, a  local  newspaper  has  discovered 
that  it's  apparently  easier  these  days  to 
rock  the  city's  manicured  calm  by  re- 
porting on  goings-on  in  the  bushes 
behind  Parliament  Hill. 

On  June  14  and  16,  the  Ottawa  Citi- 
zen ran  a  two-part  series  on  the  city's 
gay  life.  It  included  a  lurid  account  of 
"the  world  of  quickie  sex  in  wash- 
rooms, parks  and  saunas"  and  a  com- 
ing out  article  by  staff  writer  Richard 
Labonti.  (Readers  of  TBP  will  remem- 
ber Labonte  as  a  former  contributor  to 
the  Monitor  column.) 

The  series  caused  an  uproar  that 
startled  even  the  Citizen.  The  newspaper 
was  flooded  with  phone  calls  and  letters 
from  irate  readers.  Gays  feared  that  the 
articles  would  cause  an  increase  in 
"queerbashing."  Lesbians  were  upset 
because  the  series  might  have  suggested 
they  were  as  promiscuous  as  gay  men. 
Straights  were  angry  at  the  Citizen  for 
promoting  homosexuality  in  its  pages. 
In  the  week  following  publication,  more 
than  500  subscription  cancellations  were 
recorded.  Richard  Labonte  received 
about  55  abusive  phone  calls  at  work 
and  at  home,  and  three  drunken  teen- 
agers landed  on  his  doorstep  for  an 
unwelcome  visit  one  night.  Another 
Richard  Labonte  —  the  only  one  in  the 
phone  book  —  got  so  many  harassing 
phone  calls  that  he  demanded  a  new 
number. 

Four  radio  stations  and  one  TV  sta- 
tion quickly  jumped  on  the  story,  eager 
for  someone  —  anyone  —  to  interview. 
One  television  reporter  is  said  to  have 
approached  two  men  in  Majors  Hill 
Park,  a  popular  but  dangerous  cruising 
area,  only  to  find  that  they  were  "un- 
dercover" reporters  from  the  Ottawa 
Journal. 

In  a  week  it  was  all  over.  By  the  fol- 
lowing Saturday,  the  Citizen  was  run- 
ning a  half-page  of  letters  to  the  editor 
and  a  post-mortem  on  the  reaction. 

A  classic  media  event  from  beginning 
to  end  and,  in  retrospect,  one  might 
well  ask:  did  anything  actually  happen? 

We  all  know,  and  it's  gut-level  know- 
ledge, that  the  mass  media  have  a  tre- 
mendous impact  on  our  lives,  but  our 
vocabulary  of  analysis,  not  to  mention 
available  and  reliable  data,  is  still  appal- 
lingly scanty.  We  have  no  clear  idea  of 
how  people  read  newspapers,  of  what 
they  actually  retain,  of  what  permanent 
impact  their  reading  has,  if  any. 

A  large  newspaper  is  organized  and 
structured  in  such  a  way  that  the  or- 
dinary reader  will  probably  be  quite 
mystified  by  the  process  whereby  news 
is  created.  The  process  in  this  case  was 
simple  to  retrace.  It  was  City  Editor 
Gordon  Fisher  who  first  conceived  the 
idea  for  a  series  on  gay  life  in  Ottawa. 
He  wanted  to  know  how  a  "real  gay 
person  lives  a  real  lifestyle"  in  the  80s. 
He  also  told  me  that  a  court  case  several 
months  earlier  had  roused  his  curiosity 
about  organized  male  prostitution  in  the 
city. 

He  assigned  the  story  to  two  repor- 
ters, Tom  Van  Dusen  on  days  and  Tim 
Harper  on  night  beat.  The  reporters 
researched  their  articles  by  means  of  a 
number  of  interviews,  divided  up  the  in- 


formation, wrote  their  individual  stories 
and  entered  the  text  on  the  computer 
terminal.  (Most  large  newspapers  are 
now  computerized;  gone  are  the  roman- 
tic days  of  clacking  and  antiquated 
typewriters.) 

Richard  Labonte  heard  of  the  series, 
read  what  had  already  been  written,  and 
suggested  a  few  changes.  After  a  discus- 
sion with  Fisher,  he  agreed  to  write  a 
personal  piece  to  accompany  the  other 
material,  with  the  understanding  that  it 
would  appear  alongside  the  park  sex 
story.  And  so  the  series  appeared. 

Faced  with  a  great  variety  of  random 
events,  facts  and  people  to  interpret, 
and  working  against  deadlines  and 
space  limitations,  journalists  tend  to  re- 
sort to  "media  frames,"  defined  by  one 
analyst  as  "persistent  patterns  of  selec- 
tion, emphasis  and  presentation"  which 
"routinely  organize  discourse  about 
what  exists,  what  happens  and  what 
matters."  In  most  cases,  these  frames 
do  not  operate  at  any  conscious  level; 
they  are  simply  taken  for  granted. 

Tim  Harper's  article,  headlined  "Il- 
licit sex  abounds,"  illustrates  how  the 
choice  of  certain  words  not  only  sets  up 
a  contrast  between  the  legitimate  main- 
stream and  the  illegitimate  extreme,  but 
also  makes  the  differences  seem  natural, 
a  matter  of  common  sense. 

Some  sample  lines: 
•"Park  sex,  sauna  sex,  washroom  sex 
—  the  seamier  side  of  life." 
•"10  minutes  with  a  young,  lean  body  is 
valued  over  a  lasting  relationship  by 
some." 

•"A  few  bushes  are  centre  stage  around 
which  parade  Ottawa  gays,  actors  in  a 
bizzare  drama." 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  these 
emotive  phrases  conjure  up  their  op- 
posite, a  symbolic  other  place  where  life 
is  not  "seamy,"  where  the  dramas  are 
not  "bizzare,"  where  sex  is  squeaky 
clean  and  decidedly  not  compulsive  or 
promiscuous. 

Now,  I  would  guess  that  reporter 
Harper  is  no  prude.  He  is  young,  he  has 
known  a  number  of  gay  people,  and  we 
aren't  a  source  of  fear  or  revulsion  to 
him.  The  idea  of  quick  and  frequent  sex 
probably  doesn't  upset  him  at  all.  "I 
tried  to  approach  it  with  an  open 
mind,"  he  said.  "I  had  no  preconcep- 
tion about  what  I  might  find." 

Ottawa  gay  activist  Charles  Hill  had 
sharp  words  for  Harper's  article:  "Ig- 
norant heterosexual  reporters  are  sent 
out  on  a  brief  tour  of  the  most  visible 
aspects  of  the  gay  community  and  rush 
back  to  type  out  an  'authoritative'  re- 
port in  lurid  prose  on  the  'truth'  of  the 
gay  lifestyle.  The  responsibility  for  any 
murder  or  mugging  of  gay  people  as  a 
result  of  your  series  lies  on  your  heads." 

Do  journalists  ever  worry  about  the 
effects  of  their  writing?  "I  had  to  think 
about  one  thing,"  Tim  Harper  admit- 
ted. "Was  I  setting  up  certain  places  for 
increased  attacks  by  queerbashers?  It 
wasn't  an  easy  thing  to  do.  I  would  have 
felt  badly  about  a  bar  being  closed  by 
the  police,  for  example.  But  I  would  re- 
fuse to  take  the  blame.  I  feel  badly  if  I 
upset  anyone  in  the  gay  community,  but 
I  did  the  best  I  could  under  the  circum- 
stances." 

Harper  admitted  that  a  journalist  of- 
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Ottawa  Citizen  columnist  Richard  Labonte 's  coming  out:  forsaking  "objectivity"  for  responsibility 


ten  loses  sight  of  the  impact  of  what  he 
or  she  writes.  But  both  he  and  editor 
Fisher  insisted  that  constantly  consider- 
ing the  effects  of  one's  writing  would 
only  make  one  "gun-shy"  or  "para- 
lyzed." 

As  much  as  I  sympathize  with  the  dif- 
ficulties of  journalists'  jobs,  I  do  not 
think  we  can  allow  them  to  dismiss  too 
easily  Charles  Hill's  challenge.  Just  as  a 
newspaper's  organization  and  the  rou- 
tines of  journalism  keep  the  rest  of  us 
from  having  a  voice  in  how  we  get  inter- 
preted, so  it  also  discourages  those  ac- 
tively working  at  the  various  stages  of 
the  process  itself  from  having  to  con- 
front the  implications  of  their  in- 
volvement. 

A  reporter's  dream  is  to  stumble 
upon  a  juicy  revelation,  a  scoop.  Often 
the  source  will  be  an  unpracticed  inter- 
viewee who  hasn't  learned  to  be  cau- 
tious. You're  less  likely  to  get  such  in- 
formation from  experienced  spokes- 
people  who  are  more  aware  of  the  im- 
pact of  what  they  say.  Tim  Harper  says 
that  people  like  John  Duggan  of  Gays 
of  Ottawa  ("lobbyists,"  he  calls  them) 
may  be  able  and  articulate,  but  he  pre- 
fers to  talk  to  ordinary  folk  who  are 
novices  at  press  relations. 

Novices,  after  all,  say  things  like: 
"It's  a  very  pointed  and  simple  fact  that 
promiscuity  is  the  predominant  fact  of 
gay  life.  Anyone  who  tells  you  differ- 
ently is  lying."  That's  Kevin  King,  then 
manager  of  the  Ottawa  Club  Baths,  as 
quoted  by  reporter  Harper.  He  is  also 
quoted  as  boasting  of  having  had  sex 
with  as  many  as  1,200  men  and  declar- 
ing, "Homosexuals  set  virtually  no 
limits  in  exploring  carnal  delights."  The 
Club  Baths  later  held  a  press  conference 
to  deny  that  King  had  ever  made  certain 
statements  about  activities  within  the 
Bath  itself.  "Reporters  make  me  see 
red,"  King  said  at  the  conference. 

Tim  Harper,  on  the  other  hand,  told 
me  that  as  King  talked,  he  began  to 
wonder:  why  is  he  telling  me  all  this? 
Doesn't  he  realize  how  it  will  look  in 
print?  Of  course,  Harper  could  have 
chosen  to  overlook  these  statements, 
but  whatever  ethical  dilemma  he  might 


have  felt  at  the  time  was  apparently 
overcome  by  a  more  pressing  desire  for 
some  good  quotes. 

Richard  Labonte's  coming  out  article 
deserves  special  mention  because  it  is  a 
kind  of  journalistic  first  in  Canada.  It 
demonstrates  that  we  have  always  been 
inside,  a  part  of  the  process  as  well. 

Journalists,  traditionally,  are  sup- 
posed to  avoid  the  use  of  the  personal 
pronoun  in  order  not  to  damage  their 
useful  mythology  of  "objectivity."  If 
Labont6's  uncharacteristic  piece  caused 
ripples  in  Citizen  offices,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  find  anyone  who  would  admit  it. 
Said  Nelson  Skuce,  Managing  Editor: 
"If  you  have  someone  on  staff  and  he's 
willing  to  do  it,  I  say:  why  not?" 

I  did  learn  that,  as  the  first  copies  of 
that  Monday's  edition  were  rolling  off 
the  presses,  someone  decided  that  the 
first  headline,  "I'm  gay,  and  I'm  happy 
this  way"  was  too  blunt.  Labonte  was 
asked  to  substitute  another  head  (an  un- 
usual request  in  itself,  since  most  re- 
porters rarely  get  to  write  their  own 
headlines).  Most  Citizen  readers  saw 
"Gay  love:  it  isn't  wicked  or  unique." 

Richard  Labonte's  actions  also  dem- 
onstrate that  an  openly  gay  journalist 
can,  on  occasion,  play  a  useful  role 
from  inside  in  improving  media  cover- 
age of  the  gay  community.  His  interven- 
tion into  the  process  not  only  provided 
a  necessary  balance  to  the  Citizen's 
series,  it  also  may  have  educated  a  few 
colleagues  about  gay  life  as  well.  Jour- 
nalists are  a  notoriously  jock-talky  lot. 

This  kind  of  very  public  coming  out 
was  not  easy  for  Labonte.  Despite  his 
amiable  nature,  he  is  a  modest  and  pri- 
vate person.  It  took  considerable  cour- 
age and  conviction  for  him  to  sacrifice 
his  own  prized  anonymity.  But  he 
thought  it  necessary  in  order  to  salvage 
an  inadequate, article. 

"I  knew  the  harassment  was  going  to 
come,"  Labonte  said  mattcr-of-factly. 
"Despite  the  hassles,  it  was  worth  it.  1 
got  a  number  of  letters  from  people 
who  thanked  me  for  the  article,  and  mv 
colleagues  were  very  supportive.  I  have 
no  regrets. "□ 
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FRIENDS  At 


British  Columbia 

ATTRACTIVE  GAY  woman,  warm,  friendly 
and  very  bright,  seeks  loving  companion  for 
beautiful  times  and  gracious,  very  tender 
relationship .  Drawer  B95 1 . 
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International 

BELGIAN  MALE  VISITING  the  USA  and 
Canada  in  1980  wishes  to  meet  nice-looking 
males  over  45,  with  a  good  body,  warm, 
fatherly,   gentle.      I'm   30,   6*.    150,   dark 
hair/eyes,  masculine,  loving  and  sincere. 
Wish  to  share  life  with  someone  very  special. 
Interests  include:  music,  reading,  travels,  out- 
doors, nature,  quiet  evenings  at  home.  I  am 
bilingual.  All  detailed  letters  with  photo 
answered.     Write:  Box  427,  1000  Brussels, 
Belgium. > 

TWO  POLISH  GAY  men,  interested  in  learn- 
ing about  gay  life  in  Canada,  seek  penpals: 
Zbigniew  Kulinski,  PO  Box  152,  42-201 
Czestochowa,  Poland. 

ENGLISH  GUY,  19,  SEEKS  penpals. 
Hairy /uncut  hopefully,  but  must  be  young; 
any  colour.  Photo  please.  Hospitality  offered 
to  visitors.  Mike  Hall,  7  Quintondale,  Har- 
wood  Grove,  Shirley,  W  Midlands,  B90  4AP, 
ENGLAND. 

National 

ATTRACTIVE  WHITE  MALE,  early  20's, 
non-camp,  seeks  same.  Me:  1-75M,  156  lbs, 
auburn  hair,  green  eyes.  Into  soccer,  shorts, 
denim,  leather,  music  and  freaky  things. 
Revisiting  Canada  summer  1980,  like  to  write 
with  view  to  meet.  Age  no  barrier.  Me, 
English;  you,  Canadian,  any  colour.  Drawer 
B934. 

Yukon 

WHITEHORSE,  YUKON  —  Gay  male,  not 
looking  for  a  lover  but  sure  is  looking  for  fun 
company.  Into  music,  camping,  photo- 
graphy. Phone  Richard  anytime  at 
(403)-668-3649  or  write:  102  -  502  Wheeler, 
Whitehorse,  Yukon. 

Alberta 

BIG  BIKER,  43,  6'2",  190  lbs,  leathered  and 
lost  in  Edmonton  —  professional  guy  needs 
another  easy  rider.  Have  Suzuki  HOOcc  in 
bunkhouse,  so  like  to  travel  fast  with  a  steady, 
mature  buddy.  Drawer  B963. 

GRANDE  PRAIRIE  male,  50,  5'8",  170  lbs, 
bi,  seeks  friendship  with  man  of  35  to  55  in 
Alta  or  east  B.C.  I  am  clean,  honest,  non- 
smoker,  no  drugs,  seek  friend  for  permanent 
relationship.  Discretion  assured,  also  ex- 
pected.  Drawer  B965. 

Atlantic  Canada 

GAY  MALE,  MARRIED,  31,  prefer  men  21 
to  40,  175  lbs,  6'2",  average  looks,  affec- 
tionate, honest,  sincere,  discreet.  Interested  in 
languages  and  music.  Seeks  friend  for  casual 
meetings.  Must  be  discreet.  Fredericton  area. 
Drawer  B882. 

YOUNG  GAY  MALE  wanted  for  compan- 
ionship in  southern  NB.  I  am  30,  5*10",  150 
lbs,  with  a  variety  of  interests  including  camp- 
ing, X-C  skiing  and  photography.  I  am  shy, 
sensitive,  masculine  but  not  macho.  You  are 
young,  slim,  masculine,  and  looking  for  some- 
one to  be  close  to.  Mutual  discretion.  Photo 
appreciated.  Drawer  B945. 

British  Columbia 

VANCOUVER  —  BLOND,  BLUE  eyes,  32, 
muscular  body,  5'8",  masculine,  looking  for 
goodlooking  masculine  male  same  age  with 
muscular  body  for  relationship.  Varied  in- 
terests, sincere,  honest.  Photo  and  phone 
please.  Drawer  B935. 

VICTORIA,  SW  COAST,  V.I.  BC  —  Anyone 
interested  in  an  aging,  educated,  presentable, 
still  active  (Greek?)  male,  60's,  5M0",  150  lbs, 
dyed  (dark)  hair  (head)  —  glasses,  going  deaf, 
false  teeth,  recovered  alcoholic,  most  appen- 
dages fortified  or  rewelded,  and  not  long  out 
of  the  cupboard,  would  like  to  find  a  congenial 
friend  who  if  not  younger  is  at  least  in  the  same 
state  of  remarkable  preservation  and  restora- 


tion.     Exchange  photos  and  further  lurid 

details  upon  request.  Drawer  B95 3. 

25-YR-OLD  GAY  MALE,  new  to  Port  Har- 
dy, B.C.,  seeks  gay  men  and  women  for  com- 
panionship. I'm  very  lonely  up  here.  Drawer 
B994. 

VANCOUVER:  YOUNG  MALE,  24  yrs  old, 
5'7",  128  lbs,  brown  H  and  E,  good  job, 
serious  and  sincere  seeks  friend,  financially 
secure  and  sincere,  wishing  to  build  a  mean- 
ingful  relation.  Snap  to  Drawer  B995. 

LOOKING  FOR  FRIENDS  for  discussion, 
sharing  fun  and  possible  relationships,  in 
Kamloops  area.  Am  31,  openly  gay,  but  con- 
siderate of  others'  needs  for  discretion.  I  en- 
joy life,  happy  people,  talking,  outdoors,  non- 
smoking, small  tools,  and  honesty.  Drawer 
B998. 

VANCOUVER    —    ACTOR,    27,    6'2", 
goodlooking  and  smart  as  all  heck,  wants  to 
share  being  gay  with  intelligent,  loving  men. 
I'm  into  dance,  writing,  politics,  and  I'm  a 

great  kisser  too.  Drawer  B961. 

GREATER  VANCOUVER:  INVITING  you 
to  fulfill  desire  of  Asian  undergrad  (2 1 )  to  kick 
closet  life.  Let's  exhange  photo,  phone,  ideas. 
Love  quiet,  homey  surroundings.  Any  offers? 
Drawer  B962. 


Montreal 


MONTREAL  MALE,  26,  5'9",  147  lbs, 
wants  to  meet  others  21-35  for  possible  friend- 
ship.  Drawer  B941. 

Northern  Ontario 

QUIET,  ATTRACTIVE,  discreet,  single 
male,  middle  20s.  Many  interests,  including 
good  food,  good  times.  Would  like  to  meet 
same.  Liv.es  in  North  Bay.  Drawer  B981. 

Ottawa/Eastern  Ontario 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  30,  brown  hair,  blue 
eyes,  average  build,  seeks  good-looking  friend 
to  25,  slim  to  muscular  build.  Enjoy  good 
times.  Photo  appreciated.  Box  4326,  Stn  E, 

Ottawa.  Quick  reply. 

GAY  MALE,  QUIET,  PEMBROKE  area, 
seeking  same.  Slight  build,  into  music, 
writing,  reading.  Age  31.  Discretion  assured. 
Drawer  B884. 

OTTAWA  TRAVELLING  MAN,  well  pre- 
served 45,  seeks  those  interested  in  bondage 
encounters,  all  over  Eastern  Ontario  and  in 
Toronto.  Objective  is  mutual  pleasure  with- 
out extremes.  Am  ambidextrous  and  willing 
to.  train  others  to  be  the  same.  Also  seek 
similar  person  to  share  large  townhouse. 
Photo  if  possible  and  phone  please.  Will 
answer  all  who  are  sincere.  Drawer  B896. 
WHITE  MIDDLE  AGED  male  seeks  male 
with  same  desires  who  likes  to  submit  in  cer- 
tain way,  water  sports  and  scat.  Any  male  in- 

terested,  write.  Drawer  B908. 

MALE,  39,  6'1",  FRIENDLY,  discreet.  In- 
terests: theatre,  jogging,  squash.  Anxious  to 
meet  other  gays  for  fun  times  and  hopefully 
lasting  friendship.  Drawer  B939. 

COBOURG,  37,  PISCEAN,  playful,  non- 
political,  contemplative,  sexist  in  enjoying  the 
thrust  of  maleness,  a  town  guy  (for  its 
familiarity)  who  needs  the  woods  to  uncover 
his  nakedness,  seeks  others,  a  possible  thou, 
who  too  are  pilgrims  on  the  way  of  holiness. 
Drawer  B958. 

Southern  Ontario 

35-YR-OLD  BISEXUAL  married  male  look- 
ing for  bisexual  or  gay  friend,  30-55.  Interests: 
swimming,  tennis,  good  food,  dining  out. 

Drawer  B927. 

TRAVELLER,  WESTERN  ONTARIO  — 
honestly  goodlooking,  masculine,  well-hung, 
30.  Interested  in  same  type  only.  Photo  re- 
quired; promise  discretion  and  return  photo. 

Drawer  B890. 

ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  white 
male,  35,  5' 10",  150  lbs,  seeks  young  sensitive 
and  passive  lover  for  lasting  relationship. 
Photos  and  letters  returned.  Drawer  B943. 
YOUNG  MALE,  22  YEARS,  wish  to  meet 
other  gay  males  of  similar  age,  20-25 ,  for  good 
time.  Enjoy  swimming,  tennis,  etc.  London 

area.  Drawer  B948. 

WELL-HUNG  NEWFIE  LOVER,  26,  super 
personality,  seeks  sincere,  cuddly,  slim, 
masculine-appearing  passive  male  (25-40)  for 
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lasting   relationship. 
Drawer  B950. 


Discretion  assured. 


GAY  MALE  SEEKS  friends  in  the  Owen 
Sound  area.  Photo  and  phone  number  ap- 
preciated.    All  replies  answered.     Drawer 

B959. 

HAMILTON  —  26,  5'10",  170  lbs,  basically 
passive,  loves,  needs  to  perform  French, 
receive  Greek,  please  men.  Please  use  me.  I'm 
also  French  passive,  Greek  active.  Brown 
beard,  hair,  green  eyes.  Be  rough.  Send 
phone;  discretion  assured.  Drawer  B954. 
CALLING  ALL  CHUBBY  CHASERS.  Pro- 
fessional gay  male,  25 , 5 '  1 0" ,  200  lbs,  well  set- 
tled in  both  home  and  career.  Hoping  to  meet 
slim,  possibly  hung  young  man  for  ongoing  re- 
lationship in  London.    Past  and  nationality 

unimportant.  Drawer  B984. 

MASCULINE  GUY,  affectionate,  shy, 
sincere,  49,  6',  190  lbs,  seeks  males  in 
Hamilton-Burlington  area  for  relationship  — 
casual  or  committed.   Tell  me  your  dreams. 

Drawer  B979. 

28- YEAR-OLD,  6'3",  165  lbs,  with  interests 
in  music,  hiking,  books,  cycling,  and  open  to 
others,  seeking  friends  in  Hamilton  region. 

Drawer  B977. 

YOUNG  40,  TALL,  attractive,  moustache, 
sexually  aggressive,  modest  endowment,  very 
romantic,  sensitive,  understanding  and 
sincere.  Likes  arts,  crafts,  plants,  people,  dan- 
cing and  quiet  evenings  at  home.  Seeks 
passive,  sincere  companion  for  close  friend- 
ship or  possible  relationship.  Prefer  clean,  at- 
tractive, slim,  shy  types,  age  unimportant, 
with  fetish  for  honesty  and  sincerity.  Discre- 
tion  expected  and  assured.  Drawer  B856. 

W/M,  20's,  5'H",  blond.  Sensual,  pas- 
sionate, affectionate  guy  seeking  same  for 
fun,  friendship,  possible  relationship?  Very 
easy-going,  loving,  versatile.  Bars  can  be  bor- 
ing —  you  might  be  interested!  Please  tell  me 
about  yourself.  Discretion  assured. 
Anywhere  in  Southern  Ontario  or  Toronto 
OK.  Will  answer  all.  Drawer  B972. 


Toronto 


man  (21-25),  well-endowed,  who  knows  how 

to  explore  with  it.  (416)-444-4032. 

BALD  HUNCHBACKED  DWARF  into: 
whips  ducks  feathers  plastic  garments  nylons 
leather  toys  mild  bondage  heavy  breathing 
fantasies  and  sincerity.  Need  men,  women  or 
intelligent  others  to  give  meaning  to  my  life. 
No  one-night  stands.  Prefer  slim,  masculine; 
no  weirdos  need  apply!!  Write:  Box  822,  Stn 

A,  Toronto  M5W  1G3. 

MATURE  SENSITIVE  MALE,  early  40's, 
commuting  Vancouver-Toronto  each  month, 
interested  in  the  arts,  antiques,  good  food, 
music,  weekend  travel,  fun  times.  Would  like 
to  meet  someone  in  Toronto  with  similar  in- 
terests, preferably  25-35  yrs.  Mutual  discre- 
tion assured.  Photo  and  telephone  if  possible. 
Will  be  in  Toronto  late  July  and  early  August. 
Will  answer  all  replies.  Drawer  B923. 


SHY  INEXPERIENCED  28-YR-OLD  male, 
6*0",  145  lbs,  balding,  bearded,  blond  hair. 
Seeks  well-hung  muscular  male  with  apart- 
ment for  occasional  weekend  encounters.  I 
really  dig  guys  who  are  into  faded  levis,  west- 
ern wear,  construction  boots  or  leather.  Pa- 
tience and  instruction  preferred.  Discretion  a 
must.  Send  letter  stating  interests.  Photo  and 
telephone  number  appreciated.  Drawer  B885. 

W/M  YOUNG  43,  6  ft,  175  lbs,  affectionate, 
easy-going,  has  had  and  will  have  again  a  seri- 
ous live-together  relationship.  Successful 
professional  guy,  no  overbearing  interests,  but 
really  like  to  ski.  Like  cottaging,  classic  cars, 
tennis.  A  keel  boat  is  open  jo  suggestion. 
Open  to  new  interests  as  long  as  it  isn't  going  to 
the  ballet.  Looks,  bod  and  all  considered  not 
bad.  Right  one  for  me  likely  between  28  to  38. 
Let's  exchange  pictures.   Discretion  assured. 

Drawer  B920. 

PROFESSIONALLY  TRAINED  independ- 
ent w/m,  39,  5'11",  155  lbs,  short  brown  hair, 
clean-cut,  socially  gentle,  sensitive  and  affec- 
tionate yet  aggressive  and  assured  in  business. 
Seeks  male  36-46  years  old  for  serious  relation- 
ship. Must  be  aggressive,  well  educated,  ac- 
complished, sincere  but  sensitive  with  a  sense 
of  humour,  to  share  a  variety  of  interests. 
Mutual  discretion  expected.  Drawer  B916. 

VERY  GOOD-LOOKING  masculine,  well- 
hung  WASP,  32,  6',  165  lbs,  clean-shaven, 
dark  hair  and  eyes,  have  brains  as  well  as  body. 
Privately  gay  and  not  into  bars,  would  like  to 
meet  other  handsome,  well-structured  men 
with  similar  attributes  for  occasional  en- 
counters. Narcissists  welcome.  Mutual 
discretion  expected  and  assured.  Photo 
please;  will  return  if  requested,  and  will  pro- 

vide  same.  Drawer  B915. 

WANTED  —  CONSTANT  COMPANION 
for  mature  man.  You  are  attractive,  between 
35  and  50  and  arc  drawn  to  men  in  your  own 
age  group.  We  would  dine  out  and  explore 
Toronto's  cultural  scene  and  enjoy  quiet  times 
together.  Box  553,  Don  Mills,  Ont.  M3C  2T6. 

DISCIPLINARIAN  IS  ACCEPTING  ap- 
plications from  men  needing  old-fashioned, 
'no-nonsense'  strapping.  Respectful  letters 
from  novices  may  be  considered.    Box  1014. 

Stn  K,  Toronto,  Ont,  M4P  2V3. 

SEEKING  YOUNG  EDUCATED  athletic  lop 
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MALE,  ITALIAN  CANADIAN,  25,  135  lbs, 
independent,  sincere,  warm,  attracted  to  older 
male  35-45  for  lasting  and  wild  relationship. 
Will  reply  to  all.  Drawer  B925. 

ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  STUDENT,  22, 
dirty  blond  hair,  blue  eyes.  Athletic  build, 
straight-looking.  Sensitive,  honest  and 
sincere.  Seeking  encounters  with  young  men 
under  25.  Photo  and /or  descriptive  letter. 
Drawer  B924. 

ORIENTAL,  27,  LOOKS  much  younger. 
Sincere,  dislikes  scene,  seeks  long-term  friend- 
ship.   Any  race,  any  type.    Details,  phone, 
please!  Drawer  B928. 

RUBBER  CLAD,  DOMINANT,  muscular 
male,  41,  well-hung.  Write  if  you  crave  rub- 
ber/leather, B/D,  gags,  boots,  J/O,  W/S, 
greek.  Limits  respected.  Other  rubber 
dominants  for  sharing  male  and  female  slaves. 

Drawer  B930. 

DOCILE  MAN,  40,  IS  looking  for  strong  man 
(preferably  older)  to  use  the  school  strap  on  his 
hands.  (Victim  has  own  strap!)  Drawer  B932. 
GAY  MALE,  EARLY  40's.  Seeks  same  be- 
tween ages  35  to  50  for  sincere  friendship  and 
hopefully  more.  Those  who  are  willing  to  try 
please  reply.  Not  interested  in  one-night 
stands.  Let's  meet  and  find  out;  what  have  we 
got  to  lose?  Drawer  B937. 

ATTRACTIVE  ORIENTAL  MALE,  25, 
5'6",  135  lbs,  affectionate,  sensitive,  looking 
for  friends  25-35.  Interests:  swimming,  keep- 
ing fit,  movies,  arts,  dancing.  I  am  honest  and 
sincere;  demand  same  from  friends.  Tired  of 
bar /baths  scene,  looking  for  a  caring  and  ma- 
ture relationship.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer 
B938. 


LOCKER  ROOM  •  BANG 
RUSH  •  HARDWARE 

$5  EACH  (5  for  $20) 

(Ontario  residents  add  7%  sales  tax) 

RLS  Management 

66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto,  ON  M5B1G5 

Wholesale  inquiries  invited 
(416)  977-4718 


ARE  YOU  LONELY,  living  alone?  If  you  arc 
a  butch,  dominant  type  male  who  is  looking 
for  a  one-to-one  relationship  with  a  sincere, 
honest,  gay,  43-yrs-young  male,  please  write 
and  let's  meet.  I  have  had  it  with  the  bar  scene 
and  one-night  stands.  Toronto.  Drawer 
H940 

SECOND  CUMING.  Have  you  got 
something  bttidei  a  big  cock  and  a  tight  ,is\ I 
Something  that  remains  firm  and  attractive 


TBP  GLASSIFEDS 

Need  a  roommate?  Looking  for  a  sex  partner?  Got  something  to  sell, 
trade  or  exchange?  Bored  with  your  boa?  TBP  classifieds  can  find  you 
a  new  home,  a  hot  night,  a  job,  a  house  cleaner,  a  replacement  for  that 
tedious  reptile  —  just  about  anything.  Use  your  imagination  —  if  we 
don't  have  the  category  to  cover  your  needs,  think  up  a  new  one  and 
we'll  use  it. 

What  you  say  is  up  to  you,  but  be  positive  about  yourself  rather  than 
negative  about  others,  Phrases  like  "no  fats  or  ferns,"  or  "no  Blacks" 
are  insulting.  TBP  does  not  print  insults. 

Restrictions?  A  few  —  not  ours,  but  the  Criminal  Code's.  It  is  illegal 
to  have  sex  with  anyone  of  the  same  sex  under  the  age  of  21,  to  have 
sex  with  more  than  one  person  at  a  time  regardless  of  their  ages,  or  to 
solicit  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution.  Word  your  ad  accordingly  — 
we  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Answering?  If  you  want  replies  directly,  you'll  have  to  put  your  ad- 
dress or  phone  number  in  your  ad.  If  you  want  more  privacy,  we'll 
assign  your  ad  a  drawer  number,  collect  the  replies,  and  forward  them 
to  you  once  a  week.  The  charge  for  this  forwarding  service  is  two  dol- 
lars per  ad  per  issue. 

Answering  someone  else's  ad  is  easy  too.  Just  put  your  reply  in  an 
envelope,  and  address  it  as  in 
the  diagram  at  right.  Office  staff 
do  not  open  any  mail  with  a 
drawer  number  on  the  envelope. 
Your  unopened  letter  will  be  for- 
warded within  the  week. 

So  start  writing.  The  amount  in  the  box  when  you  reach  the  last  word 
of  your  ad  is  the  amount  you  owe.  Business  ads  cost  more:  see  below. 
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Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the  germ  theory  of  disease,  it 
is  appalling  that  every  individual  is  still  not  being  taught  the  significance  of 
the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  prevention  of  sexually  transmitted  dis- 
eases. All  VD  Prevention  programs  must  emphasize  personal  hygiene  princi- 
ples which  should  be  taught  from  the  beginning  of  adolescence  in  every 
health  and  sex  education  course.  Past  efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence 
have  failed;  therefore,  we  must  use  all  available  methods  of  PREVENTION,  in 
conjunction  with  treatment,  to  combat  the  present  VD  epidemic.  Here  are 
some  highlights  from  our  widely  acclaimed  booklet  (available  in  Spanish; 
soon  in  Japanese): 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 

FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant  to  VD  prevention  and  Good  Health.  Not  to 
teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  activities  is  to  encourage  the  spread  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

Page  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the  possibility  of  catching  VD.  The 
germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and  water.  WASH  BEFORE  SEX 
FOR  HYGENIC  PURPOSES. 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into  urinary  opening. 

Rinse.  Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes  the  effec- 
tiveness of  this  preventative  measure.  Washing  is  doubly  important  since 
even  in  the  absence  of  syphillis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted 
germs  can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or 
NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  water-soluble  preparations 
that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil  base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the 
germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis  may  trap  germs 
which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  special  attention  should  be  given  to 
washing  the  uncircumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  have  been  developed, 
personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  trasmitted 
diseases.  For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approximately 
half  of  the  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL 
HYGIENE  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Infectious  germs  which  are  commonly  found  in  the  lower  digestive  tract 
may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during  certain  sex  activities.  Among  the 
dangerous  germs  present  may  be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and 
parasites  which  cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary  system  are  highly  suscep- 
tible to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from  the  rectum.  For  example:  as  a 
result  of  careless  wiping  from  rectum  towards  vagina  by  the  female  after 
toilet,  germs  are  easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections, 
and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as  well  as  rectal,  in- 
tercourse. Therefore,  females  must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to 
vagina 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be  greatly  aided  by  the  bidet, 
a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to  facilitate  washing  fordisease  prevention 
and  proper  cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has  been  ade- 
quately informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not  found,  for  in- 
stance, in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  it  is  widely  used  and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  re- 
quires careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 

Men  and  Women:  In  our  booklet  learn  also  about  — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact  which  may  spread 
the  disease,  and  particularly  during  treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which 
may  irriate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up  visit 
to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  —  the  commercially  available  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube)  for  use  after  intercourse  to  prevent  gonorrhea  and 
syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially  available  vaginal 
contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories,  and  jellies,  which  also  have 
germicidal  properties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  contribution  (tax  deductible  to  U.S.  citizens  only)  for  a  copy  (quan- 
tities available).  We  need  your  support.  Learn  these  facts.  Help  us  distribute 
these  booklets  and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 

PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 

NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


when  the  other  has  lost  interest?  Sincere, 
classically  good-looking  guy  of  29,  physically 
well  built  and  slim,  would  like  to  reach  out  for 
a  more  enduring  companionship.  A  warm 
cuddle,  a  creative  mind,  a  desire  to  share  some 
thoughts  or  long-term  interests  are  just  as 
much  a  part  of  life  as  the  beauty  of  the  other .  I 
too  have  much  to  give.  Let's  meet.  We  have 
nothing  to  lose  and  much  to  gain.    Drawer 

B946. 

BLACK  MALE,  28,  155  lbs,  seeks  responsible 
male  25  to  35  for  friendship  and  possible  rela- 
tionship. Interests:  art,  cuisine,  books.  Will 
answer  all.  Drawer  B947. 

GOOD-LOOKING  SLIM  MALE  seeks 
docile,  submissive  men  over  21.  Bi,  gay, 
straight,  married  OK.  Novices  welcome, 
especially  dig  athletes  and  body  builders,  but 

all  answered.  Discreet.  Drawer  B949. 

MALE,  30,  5'8",  135  lbs,  would  like  to  meet 
younger  guys  with  slim  well-built  bodies.  Pre- 
fer those  not  into  the  bar  scene.  Have  own 
apartment  for  weekend  or  evening  get-togeth- 
ers, so  write  from  anywhere.  Inexperienced 
OK.    Discretion  assured.    Your  photo  gets 

mine.  Drawer  B952. 

FATHER  IMAGE  seeks  young  man  who 
needs  to  be  needed  —  wants  to  be  needed. 
Write  and  tell  me  of  yourself.   A  seventeen- 
cent  stamp  could  change  both  our  lives. 

Drawer  B956. 

TALL,  ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  masculine 
appearance,  responsive,  passive-Greek,  38 
yrs,  seeks  warm  gentle  friend  for  erotic  times, 
any  age  or  race.  I  am  adventurous,  discreet 
and  lonely.  Phone  and  photo  if  possible. 
Drawer  B957. 

QUIET  MASCULINE,  31-year-old,  5*11", 
165  lbs,  would  like  to  meet  younger  masculine 
guys  for  casual  encounters.  Financially  secure 
and  career  conscious.  Enjoy  outdoors,  mov- 
ies, books,  travel.  Not  into  bars,  baths.  Ob- 
ject to  share  good  sex  and  perhaps  compan- 
ionship. Discretion  important.  Please  reply 
with  phone.  Photo  would  be  appreciated  also. 

Drawer  B960. 

SEX  IS  GREAT  —  but  it  isn't  everything.  Af- 
fection is!  I  (5'11",  150  lbs,  slim  but  muse, 
blonde,  green  eyes,  clean  shaven,  fairly 
smooth  skin,  24  yrs  but  honestly  look 
younger;  not  'well-endowed';  somewhat  in- 
telligent; masculine;  loyal,  not  promiscuous) 
hope  to  meet  a  well-built,  muscular, 
masculine,  dominant,  but  not  overbearing 
cuddler  to  30  yrs.  Handsome,  beardless  baby 
face,  smooth  skin  are  desirable  but  certainly 
not  imperative.  Poorly  'endowed' /moderate 
'spare  tire' /short  people/people  with  'hang- 
ups' in  bed  welcome.  Orientals  also  welcomed. 
What  do  you  want  in  return  for  being  a  big 
brother?  Drawer  B964. 

MASCULINE  GAY  MALE,  36,  5'11",  180 
lbs,  professional,  not  into  downtown  scene, 
drugs  or  S/M:  attractive,  active,  varied  in- 
terests, camping,  swimming,  books,  Aries, 
would  like  to  meet  an  intelligent,  interesting, 
slim/ solid /hunky,  smooth-skinned  young 
man  in  early  20's  for  fun  and  possible  relation- 
ship.  Photo  appreciated  and  returned.   Box 

362,  Stn  K,  Toronto. 

MAN.  Looking  for  healthy,  happy,  in- 
telligent, well-balanced,  physically  fit  guy. 
Someone  with  a  sparkle  in  his  eye,  an  engaging 
grin,  and  interests  beyond  being  gay.  Pro- 
bably in  twenties  or  thirties.  At  home  in  the  cit- 
y  and  up  north  in  a  canoe.  For  something 
worthwhile,  hopefully  longlasting.  I'm  37, 
work  in  teaching  and  social  services,  6',  180 
lbs,  personable,  stable,  reasonably  bright, 
considered  attractive,  versatile,  warm,  in- 
dependent. Likes:  building,  making  things, 
writing,  canoeing,  music,  art,  swimming, 
kids,  dogs,  horses,  yogurt,  TV,  movies, 
reading,  being  with  my  friends,  being  alone, 
talking,  laughing,  staying  home,  going  out, 
the  city,  the  country,  the  wilderness.  Dislikes: 
cruising,  bars,  pickles,  chrome  and  glass  fur- 
niture, strobe  lights,  using  a  want  ad  to  meet 
someone.  Photo  appreciated  but  not  essen- 
tial.  Bob  Williams,  Box  318,  Stn  H,  Toronto. 
DO  YOUR  STYLISH  boots  /  shoes  need  atten- 
tion? Attractive  male  footstool  available  for 
very  discreet  encounters.  Must  be  tall,  hand- 
some, domineering.  Photo /phone  if  possible. 

Drawer  B973. 

ORIENTAL,  24,  5'6",  140,  U  of  T  graduate, 
solid  built,  sturdy  advanced  tennis  buff,  needs 
versatile,  intelligent  friend  under  35  to  share 
tennis  games  and  other  good  times.  Drawer 
B974. 


ORIENTAL,  30,  6',  150,  independent  profes- 
sional with  international  educational 
background,  into  arts,  theatre,  music,  quiet 
home  life,  and  travelling,  versatile  yet  pref  Gr 
act,  Fr  pass,  seeks  masculine,  hunky,  hairy, 
mature  man,  30-45,  sincere,  intelligent  and 
widely  read.  If  you  are  looking  for  a  loving, 
lasting,  mutually  rewarding  relationship  based 
on  trust,  respect,  care  and  responsibility,  then 
please  answer  this  first  ad  with  a  frank  letter 

and  snapshot.  Drawer  B975. 

SEEKING:  super-slim,  smooth  shaven, 
smart,  sensitive,  stable,  sincere,  sensual, 
sophisticated  man,  preferably  but  not 
necessarily  Oriental.  I'm  a  mature,  virile, 
blond,  hairy,  Scandinavian  outdoor  type,  6', 
180,  age  44,  independent  businessman.  Ob- 
ject: mentally  and  physically  fulfilling  friend- 
ship, leading  eventually  up  to  a  live-in,  shar- 
ing/caring long-term  relationship.  People  say 
I'm  easy  to  get  along  with,  patient, 
sophisticated,  extrovert,  humorous, 
hedonistic  at  times  but  reliable.  My  scope  of 
interests  includes  cycling,  weights,  swimming, 
canoe-camping,  sailing,  beachcombing, 
books,  photography,  filming,  painting,  ballet, 
poetry,  music  from  Bach  and  Beethoven  to 
Brubeck,  Barbara  and  Beyond,  good  wine, 
home-cooking,  cuddly-quiet  evenings  at 
home,  and  the  odd  night  social  bardrink  and 
disco-dance.  Sexually  I  prefer  to  be  the  active, 
sensuous  partner.  You  are  uncompromising 
on  human  values  and  feel  that  you  are  several 
notches  above  the  stereotype  crowd,  ready  to 
phase  out  the  bar /bath /tricking  scene  and 
share  a  close,  supportive,  growing  relation- 
ship. If  you  feel  that  I  am  talking  to  you,  then 
write  me  all  about  yourself  and  enclose  a  pic- 

ture  if  you  like.  Drawer  B975. 

TIRED  OF  the  chic  femme  Oriental?  Then 
let's  get  together.  I'm  25, 5'7",  135  lbs  with  (I 
think)  a  great  sense  of  humour.  Let's  explore 

each  other.  Drawer  B978. 

ASIAN  FRIEND  sought  by  tall,  slim  white 
male,  early  30's,  civilized,  discreet,  interested 
and  interesting,  not  a  bar  fly.    Looking  for 

same.  Drawer  B980. 

QUIET,  MASCULINE  professional  w  /  m,  32, 
attractive,  articulate  and  well-read.  Low-key 
and  mature,  with  an  impish  sense  of  humour 
and  varied  interests  (music,  classical  and  folk, 
politics,  literature,  hiking,  scuba  or  quiet 
talks).  I  would  enjoy  meeting  similar,  stable, 
educated  friends  for  relaxed  companionship 
on  whatever  level  may  develop.  Drawer  B982. 
BLOND  MALE,  40,  140  lbs,  seeks  sincere 
Oriental  or  Filipino  for  meaningful  relation- 
ship. Age  unimportant.  Not  into  bar  or  bath 
scene.  Phone  and  photo  appreciated.  Own  car 
and  apt.  Drawer  B983. 


A  FULL SERVICE 

MEN'S  BATH 

OPEN  24  HRS.  A  DAY 


•  LOCKERS  «ROOMS 
•STUDENT  RATES 

•  DRY-WET  STEAMS 

•  DISCO  SOUND  SYSTEM 
•GIANT  TV  SCREEN 

203AAcgregorst 

Ph.  586-7594 


YOUNG  SLIM  ATTRACTIVE  blond  guy, 
22,  5'6",  seeks  slender  guy,  25-35,  moustache 
or   beard   preferred,    photo   appreciated. 

Drawer  B986. 

ORIENTAL  GAY  MALE  wishes  to  meet 
Caucasians  to  interact  and  develop  a  relation- 
ship —  duration  not  important.  Has  a  wide 
variety  of  tastes  and  basically  enjoys  life  as  it 
comes.      Answer  all  ads  with  discretion. 

Drawer  B988. 

ATTRACTIVE  GUY,  20,  5'5",  1 10  lbs,  U  of 
T  student,  seeks  young  guy  18  to  35,  in- 
telligent, masculine,  into  more  than 
bars/clubs,  for  friendship  and  good  times. 

Drawer  B989. 

DOCILE  MAN,  40,  6  feet  tall,  medium  build 
(170  lbs),  needs  occasional  rugged  strapping 
and /or  whipping.  Prefer  tall,  older,  well-built 
man  with  private  dungeon,  but  would  ap- 
preciate this  necessary  treatment  from  any  ex- 
perienced master.  Phone  number  respectfully 

requested.  Drawer  B990. 

MY  COCK  IS  not  big,  but  my  heart  is.  I  am 
still  young,  in  spite  of  my  43  years.  I  am  tall, 
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dark,  attractive,  moustache.  Very  romantic, 
affectionate,  kind,  understanding,  loving, 
sexually  aggressive,  and  very  sexual.  I  seek  a 
relationship  of  depth,  with  a  younger,  passive, 
slim,  shy  partner  —  who  is  honest,  sincere,  and 
wants  only  one  person,  me.  Discretion  a  must. 
Please,  no  phone  numbers.  Letters  to  begin 
with.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  B991. 
DISCREET,  SHY  MALE,  34,  loves  TV,  inex- 
perienced, seeks  similar  or  males  with  exotic 
tastes,  for  private  but  entertaining  meetings. 

Drawer  B992. 

SIGN  LANGUAGE  —  Gay  male,  23,  looking 
for  same  to  teach  me  the  language  of  the  deaf. 
Hoping  a  friendship  will  evolve.  Drawer  B993 . 

DOMINANT,  MASCULINE  FATHER, 
6'5",  185  lbs,  grey  hair,  dark  moustache, 
youthful  49  years,  seeks  mutually  satisfying 
relationship  with  handsome  and  obedient  son 
who  appreciates  control,  discipline  and  affec- 
tion from  a  completely  sincere  professional 
Dad.  Ideal  son  will  be  slim,  smooth  and  under 

35  years  of  age.  Drawer  B996. 

TRANSVESTITE,  30's,  can  pass  as  a  woman. 
Phone  number  preferred.  D.S.,  Box  873,  Stn 
A,  Toronto,  ON,  M5W  1G3. 

ATTRACTIVE,  BLOND,  26  yrs,  5'6",  130 
lbs,  varied  interests,  with  own  house,  seeks 
same  for  casual  encounters.  Drawer  B966. 
FOOT   AND   SHOE   lover  wants   to   meet 
another  guy  with  same  interests.    Name  and 

phone  number  to  Drawer  B969. 

ATHLETIC,  REFINED  24-year-old  profes- 
sional male  seeks  similar  or  older  for  compan- 
ionship. Drawer  B967. 


Mississauga 


We  have  a  large  selection 

of  travel  books  and  maps  and  ship 

by  mail  order. 

Tuesdays  through  Saturdays,  Noon  to  6. 

Travellers  Books  and  Maps, 

499  Bloor  St  W  (near  Brunswick; 

Spadina  subway  station), 

Toronto,  ON  M5S 1Y2. 

Phone  (416)  922-7662. 


THE  SERIOUS  SEARCH  begins!  Happy,  in- 
telligent, cultured,  professional,  masculine 
person,  early  forties,  6'2",  168  lbs,  smooth, 
wishes  to  establish  mature  relationship  with 
another  over  teens  who  possesses  similar 
qualities  and  believes  in  truth  and  trust.  I  wish 
to  live  in  the  straight  world  with  a  companion 
who  is  discreet  and  realizes  that  sexuality  is 
personal  and  does  not  interfere  with  daily 
social  and  personal  realities.  My  life  has  not 
been  influenced  by  the  selfish  seventies!  In- 
terests and  activities  are  decided  by  mutual 
choice.  If  you  feel  that  we  might  have  the  same 
goals  and  are  compatible,  feel  free  to  corres- 
pond with  a  recent  photo.  Both  will  be  re- 
turned, if  that  is  your  wish,  with  my  immediate 
response.  Drawer  B970. 

GERMAN,  37,  SEEKS  nice  masculine  Italian 
or  Spanish  male  25-30  years  old  for  lasting 
relationship.  Drawer  B971. 

GAY  MALE,  mid-forties  (married),  Euro- 
pean origin,  blue  eyes,  grey  hair,  6  ft,  142  lbs, 
average  looks,  very  affectionate,  honest  and 
reliable,  interested  in  boots,  leather  and 
motorcycles,  seeks  friend(s)  with  motorcycle 
for  casual  meetings.  Must  be  clean  and 
discreet.  Not  into  S/M  and  B/D.  Box  655, 
Downsview,  M3M  3A9. 


HOMES 


Halifax 


QUIET,  FRIENDLY  white  male.  31,  has  lux- 
ury two-bedroom  apartment  to  share.  Central 
location,  nice  view,  pool,  sauna,  dishwasher, 
garburetor,  etc.  Rent  $244/mo.  Must  be 
honest,  clean  and  self-supporting.  Non- 
smoker  preferred.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Phone  Graham,  423-3581,  after  6:00  pm. 


Kitchener 


FOUR-ROOM  APARTMENT  or  rooms  for 
rent  in  large  older  downtown  home.  Quiet 
tree-lined  street  close  to  bus  and  all  conven- 
iences. Ideal  for  students.  $200/ mo  rent  for 
apartment,  SlOO/mo  rent  per  person.  Fea- 
tures: appliances,  broadloom  and  parking. 
Don't  be  disappointed,  arrange  for  September 
(or  earlier)  occupancy  now.  Call  Joe  or 
Wayne,  (519)579-3325. 


MISSISSAUGA,  TWO  GUYS  wish  to  share 
3-bedroom,  2-bathroom  condo  with  3rd. 
Swimming  pool,  convenient  indoor  shopping. 
$160/mo.  Phone  277-4912. 

ROOM  TO  RENT  in  Mississauga  townhouse. 
Close  to  GO  station,  30  minutes  to  downtown. 
Full  use  of  all  facilities  and  fringe  benefits. 
Ideal  for  gay  student  at  Erindale  or  Sheridan 
College  but  not  that  far  to  downtown  campus 
either.  Young  working  man  would  also  be 
considered.  $50  per  month  plus  light 
housekeeping  duties.  Phone  823-6628  after  7 
pm. 


Toronto 


SHARE  MY  HOUSE.    Ideal  for  student. 
Token  rent  for  light  household  chores.  Very 
central  location.    You  should  be  reasonably 
considerate,  interesting,  non-smoker.  I  am  a 
youngish,  middle-aged,  easygoing  type  look- 

ing  for  you.  Drawer  B9S 5. 

BACHELOR  FLAT:  Beaches.  1  1/2  blocks 
from  lake.  Second  floor,  southern  exposure. 
Quiet,  family  neighbourhood,  for  responsi- 
ble, dependable  person.  $265 /mo,  available 
mid-August.  Call  Bob,  698-5172,  after 
August  3rd. 

TWO  RESPONSIBLE  GAY  men  giving  up 
the  grind  and  returning  to  school  in  Sept. 
Need  2-bedroom  apartment,  prefer  central 
location  but  will  consider  from  Beaches  to 
High  Park.  Call  534-5576. 
CABBAGETOWN  LOFT  apt,  sleeping  deck 
overlooking  living  room  walkout  to  sundeck. 
Cleaned  brick  wall,  beamed  cathedral  ceiling, 
suit  quiet,  discreet  business  gent.  References. 
$400/mo,  available  Sept  1.  Phone  863-0947. 
QUEEN-CARLAW:  beautiful  furnished 
room,  all  facilities,  $120  monthly.  466-5895. 

THROBBING  heart  of  TO  moments  away 
from  bed-sitter  with  wide  bay  overlooking 
leafy  19th  cent  street.  Share  well-equipped  kit- 
chen with  one  other.  Quiet  3-storey  household 
of  four.  Be  fourth,  be  quiet,  be  tidy,  be 
welcome.  Sept  I,  $165/mo,  phone:  921-0454. 

WANTED:  GAY(S)  OR  FEMINIST(S)  for 
neighbour(s).  Studio  space  available  Aug  1  ac- 
cording to  specifics  but  grab  now  before 
they're  gone.  I'm  a  gay  feminist  who  likes  gay 
or  feminist  neighbors.  I'm  quiet  and 
reasonable  but  you  must  be  able  to  like  gay 
feminist  music  in  moderation.    No  swinging 

het  studs,  please.  Drawer  B926. 

FEMALE  STUDENT  moving  to  Toronto  in 
the  middle  of  August.  Will  do  light 
housekeeping  in  exchange  for  room  and 
board.  I  have  4  years  of  caretaking  and  cook- 

ing  experience.  Drawer  B944. 

CABBAGETOWN  3-BEDROOM  Victorian 
home,  lovely  neighbourhood,  furnished,  all 
appliances,  to  share  with  30-yr-old  profes- 
sional male.  Seeking  responsible  male,  under 
35,  who  enjoys  the  finer  things  of  life  and  has  a 

sense  of  humour.  Call  960-4771. 

GENTLEMAN  INTERESTED  in  leather, 
rubber,  desires  limited  access  to  room  or 
apartment  in  central  Toronto.  Discretion 
assured.  Drawer  B997. 

ROOMS  AVAILABLE  in  house  to  share  near 
Dupont/Bathurst,    starting    Aug/Sept. 
$125/mo.   Student,   worker,   professional. 

Phone  Eric  533-7800. 

RESPONSIBLE  MALE  with  a  sense  of 
humour  —  co-operative,  mature  outlook  — 
required  to  share  spacious,  four-person  house 
downtown  near  A.G.O.  Our  shared  interests 
include  movies,  theatre,  food,  wine,  and 
related  activities.  Own  large  ground  floor 
room  for  $175 /mo.  Please  call  after  5  at 
977-9916  or  596-0940. 

TWO  MATURE,  NON-SMOKING  guys  to 
share  Coxwell/Danforth  home  with  owner. 
Also,  basement  bachelor  apartment,  private 

entrance.  Phone  Chris,  699-3683. 

DON  MILLS-EGLINTON.  Middle-aged 
professional  has  3-bedroom  apartment  to 
share  with  clean  shaven  companionable  stu- 
dent or  employed  young  male.  Non-smoker. 
Rent  negotiable,  serious  calls  only  please. 

Evenings,  429-0428. 

DOWNTOWN  APARTMENTS  —  Tasteful- 
ly renovated  older  low-rise  buildings,  modern 
kitchens,  cable,  laundry.  Bachelors  $245 /mo 
up,  one-bedrooms  $325 /mo  up.  (arlton- 
Church,  Wellesley-Sherbourne.  Days 
961-6896.  cveninRs923-GAY-0. 
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DIPLOMA  T 

TELEPHONE 

SERVICE 

We  are  pleased  to 
announce  the  opening 

of  Toronto s  ultimate 
Personalized  Communications 

Service  V 


\ 


We  offer  our  clients: 

•Trained,  tactful  operators 
•24  hrs.,  7  day  a  week 

service 
•Call-forwarded  lines 

available 
•no  limit  on  calls 


•special  advertising  numbers 
•wake  up  service 
•reminder  service 
•appointment  service 
•mailing  address 
•Telex  service 
•low  rates 


We  would  be  pleased  to  discuss 
your  personal  requirements 

363-8681 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

CAV 

mfiTEf 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


JOGGING  SHORTS  & 

BIKINI 

Ripstop  Nylon  •  Super  Lightweight 

Shorts  •  2  side  pockets  with  snaps 

Elastic  back  -  side  vent 

Orange  or  Khaki 

Shorts  —  $22.80  —  Bikini  —  $16.80 

Set  -  $36.00 

State  Waist  &  Hip  Measurement. 

The  More  Specific  the  Measurement 

the  Tighter  the  Fit. 
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EON  ARD  A.   SCHLEE,   INC. 
tOI  Norttwamt  Sacond  SfMt 
on  Laudtrdalt    Fkv««  3330* 


Take  it  off. 

Don't  let  unwanted  body  hair 
keep  you  in  a  shirt  all  summer. 

Act  now.  Be  ready  for 
the  summer  sun. 

Call  for  a  free  consultation. 


bruce 

professional 

electrolysis 

27  canton  st  .  suite  407 
toronto*  977  1868 
out  ol  town  call  collect 


THE  KEY  CLAN 


Canada's  Leading 
Swinger's  Club 

for  adult  couples  and 

singles  everywhere. 

Established  1967. 

Sample  magazine  $3.00. 

Details  free. 

The  Key,  Room  19, 
PO  Box  68.  Station  l_ 
Toronto.  ON  M6E  4Y4 
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The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  of  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  in  Canada  and  Quebec  which  primarily  direct 
themselves  toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against 
gay  oppression.  It  includes:  democratically  con- 
stituted organizations,  cooperatively  run  clubs  and 
community  centres,  bookstores  which  sell  gay  and 
feminist  literature,  and  non-profit  gay  periodicals. 

Organizations  wishing  a  listing,  or  a  revision  of  in- 
formation presently  listed,  should  contact:  The  Body 
Politic  Community  Page,  Box  7289,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  ON  MS  W 1X9. 


ALBERTA 


Calgary 

□  Camp  181  (a  social  club  for  gay  women  and 
men),  c/o  Eleanor,  no  3,  2311-17A  St  SW, 
T2T  2S4.  Ph:  (403)  245-2336. 

□  Dignity /Calgary,  Box  1492,  Stn  T,  T2H  2H7. 
Ph:  (403)  269-7542  or  282-0574  (evenings  only). 

□  Gay  Academic  Union,  Box  G-262,  Stn  G, 
T3A  2G2. 

□  Gay  Information  and  Resources  Calgary  (GIRO, 
Old  Y  Bldg,  Suites  317-323,  223  12  Ave  SW, 
T2P  0G9.  Ph:  (403)  264-3911.  Information  and 
counselling  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm.  Socials,  discussion 
groups,  newspaper,  gay  rights  action.  Mailing 
address:  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  T2P  3C1. 

□  Gay  Youth  Calgary,  Box  1 133,  Stn  M,  T2P  2K9. 
Meets  Thurs,  8  pm,  Rm  319,  223  12  Ave  SW. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o 
Box  1492,  Stn  T.T2H  2H7. 

lesbian  Friendship,  Box  6093,  Stn  A.  Ph:  (403) 
238-0140,  evenings. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  6945, 
Stn  D,  T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)  277-4004.  Services 
Sundays  at  1 1 :30  am  at  Backlot  Theatre. 

□  Parents  of  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  GIRO, 

Box  2715,  Stn  M,  T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  252-8727. 

□  Womyn's  Collective,  c/o  GIRC,  Box  2715, 
Stn  M,  T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  255-8437. 

Edmonton 

□  Dignity/Edmonton,  Box  53,  T5J  2G9. 
□Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE), 

Box  1852,  T5J  2P2.  Office:  10173-104  St.  Ph: 
(403)424-8361. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1312, 
T5J  2M8.  Ph:  (403)  482-4213. 

Lethbridge 

□  Lethbridge  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC, 
Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1 

Medicine  Hat 

□  Medicine  Hat  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o 

GIRC,  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1. 

Red  Deer 

□  Gay  Association  of  Red  Deer  (GARD),  Box  356, 
T4N  5E9. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Kamioops 

□  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted  by 
writing  to  Box  3343,  Kamioops  V2C  6B9.  Meet 
friends,  peer  counselling,  information. 

Nelson 

□The  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland,  Box  326,  Nelson,  V1L  5R2. 

Prince  George 

□  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted 
through  the  Prince  George  Crisis  Centre, 
1306-7th  Ave,  V2L  3P1.  Ph:  (604)  563-1214. 

Prince  Rupert 

□  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  reached  by 
writing  to  Box  881,  V8J  3Y1. 


Vancouver 

□  Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver 
Cooperative  Radio,  337  Carrall  St,  V6B  2J4. 
Thurs  at  6:30  pm,  102.7  MHz  FM. 

□  Dignity /Vancouver,  Box  3016,  V6B  3X5.  Ph: 
(604)  524-1657. 

□  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box 
1463,  Stn  A,  V6C  2P7.  Ph:  (604)  683-3832. 

□  Gay  People  of  Simon  Fraser,  c/o  Student  So- 
ciety, Simon  Fraser  University,  Burnaby 
V5A  1S6.  Ph:  (604)  291-3181  or  291-3111. 

□  Gay  People  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg, 
University  of  British  Columbia,  V6T  1W5.  Ph: 

^(604)228-6781. 

D  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  Box 
34161,  Stn.  D,  V6J4N1.  Ph:  (604)738-7731. 

□  The  Lesbian  Show,  Co-op  Radio,  337  Carrall  St, 
_  V6B  2J4.  102.7  MHz  FM,  Thurs  at  7:30  pm. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  5178, 
V6B  4B2.  Ph:  (604)681-8525.  Services  8  pm 
Sundays,  at  181 1  West  16th  Ave. 

□  SEARCH  Community  Services,  28-448  Seymour 
St,  V6B  3H1.  Ph:  (604)  689-1039. 

□  SEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  28^*48 
Seymour  St,  V6B3H1. 


□  Society  for  Education,  Action,  Research  and 
Counselling  in  Homosexuality  (SEARCH), 

Box  48903,  Bentall  Centre,  V7X  1A8. 

□  Society  for  Political  Action  for  Gay  People 
(SPAG),  Box  2631,  Main  PO,  V6B  3W8.  Ph: 
(604)  876-2674. 

□  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  (VGCC), 
Box  2259,  MPO,  V6B  3W2. 

Victoria 

□  Feminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box 

237,  Stn.  E,  V8W  2M6. 

□  Gay  Information  Line,  Ph:  (604)  386-6323,  24  hrs 
a  day. 

□  Gay  Men's  Discussion  Group,  meets  every  second 
Wed.  Call  Gay  Information  Line  for  time  and 
place. 

□  University  of  Victoria  Gay  Focus,  Student  Union 
Bldg,  U  of  Victoria,  Box  1700,  V8W  2Y2. 

□  WAVES,  Rights  of  lesbians  Subcommittee,  Box 
237,  Stn  E,  V8W  2M6. 


MANITOBA 


Brandon 

□  Gay  Friends  of  Brandon,  Box  492,  R7A  5Z4.  Ph: 
(204)  725-4386. 

Winnipeg 

□  Bethany:  Families  of  Gays,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ 
of  Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  743-4549. 

□  Council  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box 
1912,  R3C3R2. 

□  Dignity/ Winnipeg,  Box  1912,  R3C  3R2. 

□  Gays  for  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of 
Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 

□  Manitoba  Physicians  for  Homosexual  Under- 
standing, Box  3911,  Stn  B,  R2W  5H9. 

□  Project  Lambda,  Inc,  gay  community  services, 
Box  3911,  Stn  B.R2W5H9. 

□  Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of 
Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 

□  Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  730  Alexander  St.  Ph: 
(204)786-4581. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK 

Fredericton 

□  Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG),  Box 

1556,  Stn  A.  Ph:  (506)  454-8130. 

Western  NB 

□  Northern  Lambda  Nord,  Box  990,  Caribou, 
Maine  04736  USA.  Serving  Western  NB  and 
Northern  Maine  (Madawaska/ Victoria,  NB, 
Temiscouata,  Quebec,  and  Aroostook,  Maine). 

NEWFOUND^ 

Corner  Brook 

□  Community  Homophile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  905,  A2H  6J2. 

St.  John's 

□  Community  Homophile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN)i  Box  613,  Stn  C,  A1C  5K8. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


Halifax 

□The  Alternate  Bookshop,  1588  Barrington  St, 
2nd  fir.  Mailing  address:  Box  276,  Stn  M, 
B3J  2N7. 

□  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  Inc  (GAE),  Box  361 1, 
Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6.  Ph: 

(902)  429-4294.  Gay  helpline  (information,  re- 
ferrals and  peer  counselling):  (902)  429-6969, 
Thurs,  Fri  and  Sat,  7-10  pm. 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie  (GLAD),  c/o 
SUB  (Student  Union  Building),  Dalhousie 
University. 

□  Sparrow  of  Atlantic  Canada,  Gay  Christians, 
meet  every  Sunday  at  8  pm,  at  the  Universalist 
Unitarian  Church,  5500  Inglis  St.  Mailing  ad- 
dress: Box  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn, 
B3J  3K6.  Sparrow  coffeehouse:  every  second 
Sunday  at  The  Turret.  Call  Gayline  (429-6969)  or 
GAE  (429-4294)  or  The  Turret  (423-6814)  for 
dates  and  times. 

□  The  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588  Barr- 
ington St.  Ph:  (902)  423-6814.  Mailing  address: 
Box  361 1,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6. 


Wolfville 

□  Gays,  Box  1297,  BOP  1X0. 


ONTARIO 


Collingwood 

□  Gay  Information  Centre,  Box  310,  L9Y  3Z7. 


Georgetown 

□  Georgetown  Gay  Friends,  Box  223,  L7G  4T1. 
Ph:  (416)  877-5524. 

Guelph 

□  Guelph  Gay  Equality,  Box  773,  N1H  6L8. 
Gayline:  (519)  836-4550,  24  hrs. 

□  Guelph  Gay  Youth  Group,  Info:  (519)  836-4550. 
Mon,  Wed  and  Thurs,  8-10  pm. 

Hamilton 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Hamilton,  c/o  875  Fennell  Ave 
East,  L8V  1W3.  Ph:  (416)  385-9862.  Offers 
support,  advice,  and  pot  luck  suppers  twice  a 
month. 

Mi  Master  Homophile  Association,  Box  44, 
Stn  B,  L8L  7T5.  Gayline:  (416)  523-7055,  Thurs, 
Fri  and  Sat. 

Kingston 

□  Queen's  Women's  Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent, 
Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph: 

(613)  542-5226. 

□  Queen's  Homophile  Association,  Student  Affairs 
Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent,  Queen's  University, 
K7L  2S7.  Ph:  (613)547-2836. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  Box  1497,  Stn  C, 
Kitchener  N2G  4P2. 

□Gay  AA,  Ph:  (519)  742-6183. 

□  Gay  Liberation  of  Waterloo  (GLOW),  c/o 
Federation  of  Students,  University  of  Waterloo, 
Waterloo  N2L  3G1.  Ph:  (519)  884-GLOW. 

□  Gay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme,  Tues 
and  Wed,  6:15  pm,  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7 
MHz  cable. 

□  Gay  Rights  Organization  of  Waterloo,  Box  2632, 
Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N2. 

□G.R.O.W.,  Box  2782,  Stn  B,  Kitchener 
N2H  6N3. 

□  Kitchener/ Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box 
2741,  Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 
Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Youth,  Box  753,  Stn  C, 
Kitchener  N2G  4C5. 

□  Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme,  Thurs,  6  to 
8  pm,  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 

□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK),  Box 
2531,  Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 

□  Young  Men's  Athletic  Club,  Box  2041 ,  Stn  B, 
Kitchener.  Ph:  (519)  579-1505.  Licenced  dances 
every  two  weeks,  1st  and  3rd  Fri  of  each  month. 
Phone  for  location. 

London 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  Box  4724,  Stn  D, 
N5W  5L7.  Ph:  (519)644-1061. 

□  Gayline,  Ph:  (519)  679-6423.  Info  24  hrs/day. 
Peer  counselling  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  Sat,  7-1 1  pm. 

□  Homophile  Association  of  London,  Ontario 
(HALO),  649  Colborne  St,  N6A  3Z2.  Ph:  (519) 
433-3762. 

□  London  Lesbian  Collective,  Box  4724,  Stn  D, 
N5W  5L7. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  4724, 
Stn  D,  N5W  5L7.  Services  Sundays  at  2  pm  at 
Unitarian  Church,  29  Victoria  St.  Singspiration 
at  1:45  pm. 

□  Western  Gay  Association,  c/o  University  Com- 
munity Centre,  University  of  Western  Ontario. 
Ph:  (519)  679-6423. 

Mississauga/Brampton 

□  GEM,  Box  62,  Brampton  L6V  2K7. 
□Gayline  West,  Ph:  (416)  274-5068.  Peer  Coun- 
selling telephone  service. 

Niagara  Region 

□  Gayline,  Ph:  (416)  354-3173. 

□  Gay  Unity  Niagara,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls 
L2E  6V5. 

Ottawa 

□  Dignity /Ottawa/Dignite,  Box  2102,  Stn  D, 
KIP  5W3. 

□  Dykes  and  Fags  (Carle ion  University  Gay  Peo- 
ple). For  more  information  call  (613)  238-r717. 

□Gays  of  Ottawa/Gals  de  I'Outaouais,  Box  2919, 
Stn  D,  KIP  5W9.  GO  Centre:  175  Lisgar  St. 
Gayline:  (613)  238-1717.  Office:  (613)  233-0152. 

□  Gay  Youth  Ottawa/Hull/Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d'Ot- 
tawa/Hull  may  be  contacted  at  the  same  address 
and  phone  number  as  Gays  of  Ottawa. 
Meetings/drop-ins,  Wed,  8  pm,  175  Lisgar  St. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  St 
George's  Anglican  Church,  152  Metcalfe  St, 
K2P  1N9.  Ph:  (613)  235-1636.  Meeting  and 
Eucharist  every  second  Wed  (2nd  and  4th  Weds 
of  month),  7:30  pm,  at  St  George's  Church. 

□  Lesbiennes  et  gais  du  campus/Lesbians  and  Gays 
on  Campus,  c/o  SFUO,  85  rue  Hastey  Street, 
KIN  6N5. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  868,  Stn 
B,  KIP  5T1.  Ph:  (613)  741-0783. 

□  Parents  of  Gays,  Box  9094,  K1G  3T8. 


Peterborough 

□  Gays  of  Trent  and  Peterborough  (GTP),  Box 

1524,  K9J  7H7.  Office:  262  Rubidge  St,  Rm  203. 
Ph:  (705)  742-6229,  Wed,  7:30-9:30  pm,  Thurs, 
7:30-9:30  pm. 

Thunder  Bay 

□  GTB,  Box  2155,  Stn  P,  P7B  1S4. 

□  Northern  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay  St,  P7B  1S1. 
Ph:  (807)  345-7802. 

Toronto 

□  Association  of  Gay  Electors  (AGE),  29  Granby 
St,  M5B  1H8. 

□  Association  of  Gays  in  the  Media  (AGM),  29 
Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

□  Association  of  Gay  Social  Services  Workers,  Box 
182,  StnO,  M4A2N3. 

□  Catalyst  Press,  315  Blantyre  Ave,  Scarborough, 
M1N  2S6. 

□  Centre  of  Affirmation  and  Dialogue,  St  Philip 
House,  507  Queen  St  E,  M5A  1V1.  Ph: 
(416)362-2662.  Meetings  at  7:30  pm.  Parents  of 
Gays:  Mondays;  Married  Gay  Men:  1st  and  3rd 
Weds  of  month;  Gay  Couples:  2nd  and  4th  Weds 
of  month;  Senior  lesbians  and  gays  over  40:  1st 
and  3rd  Thurs  of  month. 

□  Dignity  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics,  Box  249, 
Stn  E,  M6H  4E2.  Ph:  (416)  960-3997. 

□  Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(FFLAG),  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  c/o  Miss  S  C  Huxford, 
618-2757  Kipling  Ave,  Rexdale  M9V  4C4. 
Ph:  (416)  745-5462. 

□  Gay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Clarence  Barnes,  Dept 
of  Chemical  Engineering,  Univ  of  Toronto, 
M5S  1A4. 

□Gay  Alcholics  Anonymous,  answering  service, 
Ph:  (416)  964-3962. 

□  Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF  office,  105  Cen- 
tral Square,  York  University,  4700  Keele  Street, 
Downsview,  M3J  1P3.  Coffee-house  meetings 
Wed  8:30  pm,  Room  S869  Ross  Bldg,  during 
school  term.  Ph:  (416)  661-2244. 

□  Gay  Anarchists,  c/o  Ian  Young,  315  Blantyre 
Ave,  Scarborough,  M1N  2S6. 

□Gay  Asian  Discussion  Group,  Drawer  R999, 
TBP  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 

□  Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto,  Box  2212, 
Stn  P,  M5S  2T2.  Ph:  (416)  869-3036. 

□  Gay  Community  Calendar.  Ph:  (416)  923-GAYS, 
24-hour  recorded  message. 

□  Gay  Community  Services  Centre,  29  Granby  St, 
M5B  1H8.  Distress  and  counselling  line: 

(416)  977-9835.  Drop-in  Mon-Thurs,  7:00-10:30 
pm,  Fri  and  Sat  to  1 1 :30  pm. 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto,  c/o  MCC,  29  Granby 
St,  M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)  977-9799.  Offers  sup- 
port, advice,  and  dinner  twice  a  month. 

□  Gay  Liberation  Union  (GLU),  Box  793,  Stn  Q, 
M4T  2N7.  Ph:  (416)  363-4410. 

□  Gay  Youth  Toronto,  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301, 
M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)  977-2184.  Meetings  at  the 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  Tues, 
7:30  pm. 

□  Gays  Against  the  Movie  Cruising  (GATMC),  Box 
370,  Stn  L,  M6E  4Z3.  Ph:  (416)  656-0047. 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T,  c/o  SAC  office,  12  Hart  House 
Circle,  University  of  Toronto,  M5S  1A1.  Meets 
Fri,  7:30  pm,  33  St  George  St. 

□  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  4  Collier  St  at  Yonge, 
M4W  1L7.  Ph:  (416)  961-4161. 

□  Hassle  Free  Clinic,  556  Church  St,  (at  Wellesley), 
2nd  floor.  Ph:  (416)  922-3323.  VD  testing  and 
information. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  Box 
873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)  921-4778. 
Meeting  and  Eucharist  at  8  pm,  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesdays  of  month,  at  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
Toronto  Eaton  Centre. 

□  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund,  Box  38,  Stn  E, 
M6H  4E1.  Ph:  (416)  465-6822. 

□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  (LOOT), 
Box  70,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  offices  29 
Granby  St,  M5B  1H8,  services  at  175  St  Clair 
Ave  West.  Supper  Sundays  at  6  pm,  Singspira- 
tion at  7: 10  pm,  Worship  at  7:30  pm.  Ph: 
(416)  977-9799. 

□  Older  Lesbians  and  Gays,  Box  6248,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1P6. 

□  Osgoode  Gay  Caucus,  c/o  Osgoode  Hall  Law 
School,  4700  Keele  Street,  Downsview, 

M3J  2R5.  Same  regular  meetings  as  Gay  Alliance 
at  York.  Ph:  (416)  661-2244. 

□  Parents  of  Gays,  c/o  29  Granby  St,  M5B  IH8. 
Ph:  (416)  484-4634,  977-9835,  or  961-3415. 

□  Pink  Triangle  Press,  Box  639,  Stn  A,  M5W  1G2. 
Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee 
for  The  Barracks  accused),  meets  2nd  Mon  each 
month,  8  pm,  519  Church  St.  Mailing  address:  29 
Granby  St,  M5B  1H8.  Donations:  Make  payable 
to  John  Higgins  in  Trust.  Mail  to  Hallman  and 
Higgins,  Barristers  and  Solicitors,  129  John  St, 
M5V  2E2. 

□TAG,  Box  6706,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X5.  Ph: 
(416)  964-6600.  Peer  counselling  service. 

□Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council,c/o  100  Wel- 
lesley St  East,  Suite  104,  M4Y  1H5. 

□  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85  Harbord  St, 
M5S  1G5.  Ph:  (416)  922-8744. 
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DTransvestites  in  Toronto,  Box  873,  Stn  A, 

M5W  1G3. 
DTri-Ald  Charitable  Foundation,  8  Irwin  Ave, 

M4Y  1K9.  Ph:  (416)  924-2525. 

□  Wages  Due  Lesbians,  Box  38,  Stn  E,  M6G  4E1. 
Ph:  (416)  465-6822. 

D  Women's  Archives,  Box  928,  Stn  Q,  M4T  2P1. 

□  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf,  c/o  MCC,  29 
GranbySt,  M5B  1H8. 

Windsor 

□  Gay  AA.  Ph:  (519)  258-7967. 

□  Windsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002,  Sandwich  Postal 
Stn,  N9C  3Y6.  Gayline:  (519)  252-0979.  Gayline 
is  answered  by  a  woman  Tuesdays  7-10  pm. 


QUEBEC 


Hull 

□  Association  Gaie  de  I'Ouest  Quebecois  (AGOQ), 

CP  1215,  Succ  B,  J8X  3X7.  Ph:  (819)  778-1737. 

Lennoxville 

□  Gay  Students'  Alliance  (GSA),  Box  631,  Bishop's 
University/Champlain  Regional  College, 

JIM  1Z7.  Ph:  (819)  563-2230. 

Montreal 

□  Association  Communautaire  Homosexuelle  de 
I'Universite  de  Montreal,  3200,  Jean-Brillant, 
Local  1265-6,  Pav  des  Sciences  Sociales, 
Universite  de  Montreal,  H3T  1N8. 

□  Association  pour  les  droits  de  la  communaute 
gaie  du  Quebec  (ADGQ),  CP  36,  Succ  C, 
H2L  4J7.  Bureau:  1264  rue  St-Timothee.  Ph: 
(514)843-8671. 

C'omite  de  soutien  aux  accuses  de  Truxx,  a/s  1217 
rue  Crescent,  H3G  2B1. 

□  Communaute  homophile  chretienne  (Catholic), 
354,  rue  Murray.  Ph:  (514)  688-9071. 

□  Contact-nous,  gay  VD  service,  information  and 
referral.  Ph:  (514)  842-5807. 

□  Coop-Femmes,  CP  223,  Succ  Delorimier, 
H2H  2N6.  Ph:  (514)  843-8998. 

□  Dignity /Montreal,  Newman  Centre,  3484  rue 
Peel.  Ph:  (514)  392-6741. 

□  Eglise  Communautaire  de  Montreal,  Montreal 
Community  Church,  CP  610,  Succ  NDG, 
H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514)  845-4471. 

Federation  canadienne  des  transsexuels,  16  rue 
Viau,  Vaudreuil  J7V  1A7. 

□  Fraternlte-Halte  lac,  5342  boul  Saint-Laurent, 
H2T  lSl.Ph:  (514)  521-5360. 

□  Gaiecoute,  ligne  telephomque  pour  franco- 
phones. 7  pm  -  1 1  pm  every  night.  Ph:  (514) 
937-1447. 

□  Gay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clin- 
ique  des  Jeunes  de  Montreal,  3658  rue  Sainte- 
Famille,  H2X  2L5.  Ph:  (514)  843-7885.  843-5255, 
Mon,  Wed  and  Fri  evenings. 

□  Gay  Info,  CP  610,  Succ  NDG,  H4A  3Rl.Ph: 
(514)486-4404,  Thurs  and  Fri,      7-11  pm. 
24-hr  recorded  message  at  other  times. 

□  Gayline,  (514)  931-8668  or  931-5330,  7  days  a 
week,  7-11  pm. 

□  Gay  Men  and  Women  of  McGIU,  University  Cen- 
tre, Rm  408,  3480  rue  McTavish,  H3A  1X9. 
Meets  Thurs,  7:30  pm,  Rm  425. 

□  Gay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale 
Park,  Westmount  H3Z  1Y5.  Ph:  (514)  937-9581. 

□  Gay  Youth  Group,  open  to  gay  males  14-22, 
meets  Saturdays  2-4  pm,  call  Gayline  for  info. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o 
305  avenue  Willibrord.  Verdun  H4G  2T7.  Ph: 
(514)  766-9623. 

:  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  1455 

ouest  boul  de  Maisonneuve,  H3G  1M7.  Ph: 

(514)  879-4500  from  9  am  to  5  pm. 

Librairie  I' Androgyne/ Androgyny  Bookstore, 

1217  rue  Crescent,  H3G  2B1.  Ph:  (514)  866-2131. 
INachflK  Montreal's  Gay  Jewish  Group,  CP 

298,  Succ  H,  H3G  2K8.  Ph:  (514)  488-0849. 

Older  Gays  Group,  meets  1st  and  3rd  Wed  each 

month,  at  5  rue  Weredale  Park,  Westmount 

H3Z  1 Y5.  Ph:  (514)  937-9581,  ext  238.  for  info. 

Ask  for  Barry. 

Parents  of  Gays,  a/s  CP  610.  Succ  NDG. 

H4A  3RI.  Ph:  (514)  486-4404. 

Pro-Cathedrale  du  Disciple  Bien-Aime,  4376  de 

la  Roche.  Ph:  (514)  279-5381. 

Productions  88,  1406  rue  de  la  Visitation,  No  3, 

H2L  3B8. 
ITransvestitrs  a  Montreal,  social  support  for 

transvcsnics.  (  P  153,  Succ  Victoria,  H3Z  2V5. 

Ph:  (514)  486-4404  (Thurs  and  Fri  only). 

Women's  Homophile  Association  of  Montreal, 
■susan  Shea,  1967  rue  Erie,  H2K  2M5. 

Women's  Information  and  Referral  Centre,  3585 

rue  Saint-Urbain.  H2X  2N6  Open  Mon-Fri, 

9am-5pm.  Tues5pm-9pm.  Ph:  (514)842-4781. 

Quebec 

(  entre  Homophile  d'Atde  et  de  liberation 
((HAL),  CP  5%.  Succ  Haute- Ville.  GIR  4R8 
Bureau    175  rue  Prince-F.douard   Ph:  (418) 
525-4997. 

t.roupr  gal  de  II  alvenitr  Lmftj  CP  2500, 
Pavilion  1  emieux.  Cite  univcrsilaire.  GIK  7P4. 
Paroi**c  Saint-Robert  il  nli  .<■  catholique 
eucharistique).  310,  rue  de  la  Couronne. 
GIK  6E4. 


SASKATCHEWAN 


Carrot  River 

□Carrot  River  Gays,  c/o  18-303  Queen  St, 
Saskatoon  S7K  0M1.  For  Melfort-Tisdale  area. 

Kindersley 

□  West  Central  Gays  (Kindersley-Eston-Rose- 
town),  c/o  Drawer  1,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon. 

Moose  Jaw 

□  Moose  Jaw  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  Box 

1778,  S6H  7K8. 

Prince  Albert 

□  Prince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1893, 
S6V  6J9. 

Regina 

□  Gay  Regina,  a  political  action  group,  c/o  2242 
Smith  St,  Box  3414.  Ph:  (306)  522-7343.  For 
info  concerning  social  functions,  contact  Regina 
Gay  Community  Centre. 

□  Regina  Gay  Community  Centre,  2242  Smith  St. 
Ph:  (306)  522-7343.  Counselling  and  information 
Tues  and  Sat,  6:30-9:00  pm. 

Saskatoon 

□  Gay  Academic  Union,  Box  419,  Sub  PO  6, 
S7N  0W0. 

□  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8. 
245-3rd  Ave  South.  Ph:  (306)  652-0972. 

□  Grapevine,  a  group  of  Christian  and  Jewish  gays. 
Ph:  (306)  343-5963. 

□  Lesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women's  Liberation, 
Box  4021,  S7K  3T1. 

□  Stubble  Jumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St, 
S7K0M1. 

□  Subcommittee  on  Gay  Rights,  Saskatchewan 
Association  on  Human  Rights,  31  l-20th  St  W, 
S7M  0X1. 


PROVINCIAL 


□  Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association 
(ALGRA),  Box  1852,  Edmonton,  AB 
T5J  2P2. 


□  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO), 
Box  822,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G3.  Ph: 
(416)977-1605. 

□  Manitoba  Gay  Coalition,  Box  27,  UMSU, 
Univ  of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB  R3T  2N2. 

□  Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  Box  923. 
Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2N9. 

□  Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition,  Box  7508,  Saska- 
toon, SK. 

wmoNAn^ 

□  Binational  Gay  Youth  Coalition,  Canadian  Head 
Office,  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301,  Toronto.  ON 
M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)  977-2184. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G2.  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

□  Coalition  binationale  pour  la  jeunesse  gaie,  Siege 
sociale  Quebecois,  CP  753,  Succ  H,  Montreal, 
PQ  H3G  2M7. 

□  Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien,  Box  608, 
Stn  K.  Toronto,  ON  M4P  2H1. 

Dignity  Canada  Dignite.  Box  1912,  Win- 
nipeg, MB  R3C  3R2.  Ph:  (204)  772-4322. 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  Box  891,  Stn  F, 
Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)  535-8819,  24 
hrs  a  day. 

□Grass  Roots  Organizing  Workshop/Atelier  de 
1'organisation  a  la  base,  Box  3099,  Stn  D, 
Ottawa,  ON  KIN  6H7. 

□  Interest  Group  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in 
Psychology,  c/o  Canadian  Psychological 
Association,  558  King  Edward  Ave,  Ottawa,  ON 
KIN  7N6. 

□  International  Gay  Association,  secretariat,  c/o 
CHLR,  Box  931,  Dublin  4,  Republic  of  Ireland 
(Eire). 

□  The  John  Damien  Foundation,  Box  983, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto,  ON  M5C  2K4. 

□  Libertarian  Committee  on  Gay  Rights,  an  arm  of 
the  Libertarian  Party  of  Canada,  Box  190, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto,  ON  M5C  2J1. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Churches  in  Canada, 
Box  5178,  Vancouver,  BC  V6B  4B2.  Ph: 
(604)681-8525. 

□  New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  Box  792, 
Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2N7. 
Recoupment  national  des  lesbiennes  et  des  gais 
du  Quebec,  CP  1104,  Succ  Place  d'Armes, 
Montreal,  PQ  H2Y  3J6. 


PUBLICATIONS 


□  After  Stonewall,  Box  7763,  Saskatoon,  SK. 
□The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 

Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9.  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

□  Boonies,  A  Voice  for  Rural  Gays,  R  R  1, 
Paradise,  NS  BOS  1R0. 

□  Gay  Horizons,  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB 
T2P  3C1 .  Ph:  (403)  264-391 1 .  Offices  at  Suites 
317-323,  223-12  Ave  SW,  Calgary,  AB  T2R  0G9 

□  Gay  Niagara  News,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls, 
ON  L2E  6V5. 

□  Gay  Saskatchewan,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon,  SK. 

□  GO  Info,  Gays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de  l'Outaouais, 
Box  2919,  Stn  D,  Ottawa,  ON  KIP  5W9. 

□  Have  You  Heard?,  Box  3611,  Halifax  South 
Postal  Stn,  Halifax,  NS  B3J  3K6. 

□  Le  Berdache,  CP  36,  Succ  C,  Montreal,  PQ 
H2L  4J7 

□  Lesbians/Lesbiennes,  Box  2531,  Stn  B, 
Kitchener,  ON. 

□  Metro  Community  News,  29  Granby  St, 
Toronto,  ON  M5B  1H8. 

□  OUT,  Box  2741,  Stn  B,  Kitchener,  ON 
K2H  6N3. 

□  Out  and  About,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of 
Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB  R3T  2N2. 

□  Sparrow  of  Atlantic  Canada,  Atlantic  Christian 
Newsletter,  Box  361 1,  Halifax  South  Postal 
Stn,  Halifax,  NS  B3J  3K6. 


IS  YOUR  ENTRY  CORRECT? 

Keeping  the  Community  Page  up-to-date  depends 
on  you.  If  the  information  presented  here  about 
groups  in  your  area  is  not  accurate,  please  let  us 
know.  Send  corrections,  changes  and  new  listings 
to:  The  Body  Politic  Community  Page,  P  O  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto.  ON M5W  1X9. 

The  Body  Politic  is  looking  for  articles  about  gay 
groups  across  Canada  to  run  each  month  on  its 
Community  Page.  If  you  'd  like  to  tell  people  all 
across  North  America  about  your  group,  send  us  a 
story  about  it  (maximum  length,  1000  words)  along 
with  some  photos. 


Classifieds  continued 

Vancouver/Victoria 

VANCOUVER:  34-yr-old  male  has  comfor- 
table older  three-bedroom  corner  house  in 
quiet  northern  eastside  neighbourhood  to 
share  with  one  ($288  rent  plus  share  of  utilities) 
or  two  others  ($189  each  plus).  Available  Sept 

1  or  earlier.  Call  254-5562  anytime. 

TWO  GUYS,  24,  27,  looking  for  co-op  house 
in  Victoria,  BC,  this  September.  We'll  share 
with  men/womyn,  gay /straight.  Contact 
Steve  and  Ooz.  Drawer  B888. 


GREAT  GUYS!  Cruising's  fantastic! 
Toronto  Beaches'  boardwalk  follows  the 
shoreline  east  and  (especially)  west  from 
Somerville  pool,  Woodbine  Ave/Lakeshore 

Blvd.  See  you  there!! 

WALLY  'THE  PRINTER.'  Please  write  to 
your  friend  in  Dunnville.  Have  lost  your  ad- 
dress;  

GARY,  at  Faces  in  Vancouver  we  discussed 
world  travel  over  cold  beer.  Let's  keep  in 
touch.  I'm  at  summer  address  or  Drawer  933. 

—  Rae. 

I  WOULD  LIKE  to  have  some  information 
about  gay  life  in  southeast  Asia.  Also  if  you 
have  gay  Asiatic  magazines  or  if  you  know 
where  I  can  buy  same.  Please  write  to  me  at 
Drawer  B936. 

Toronto 

HANDSOME  SWISS  MALE,  21 ,  looking  for 
clients  with  money  for  exchange  of  services, 
such  as  a  professional  massage,  a  dinner  party, 
and  other  services.  Only  serious  need  to  apply 
with  photo  if  possible.  Looks  don't  matter  to 

me.  Drawer  B931. 

OPENLY  GAY  PSYCHOTHERAPIST,  in- 
dividual, couple  counselling,  also  sexual 
dysfunction  counselling.  Confidence 
guaranteed.  Registered  massage  thct.ipisi 
available.       Eugene    Allen    Schoentag,    524 

Bathurst,  967-0272. 

EXPERIENCED  GARDENING  and  land- 
scaping. Reasonable  rates.  Call  Alex, 
537-6320. 


A  PERSONAL  TOUCH  to  your  lawn  and 

garden.  Call  Jeff,  691-6475. 

COUNSELLING  AVAILABLE  for  in- 
dividuals, couples  or  children.  Private  prac- 
tice, professional  female  counsellor, 
463-6528. 

Northern  Ontario 

NORTH  BAY  AND  AREA  gays  and  lesbians. 
Please  write  to  Cate  for  contacts  and  friend- 
ship.  —  Caring  Homosexuals.  Drawer  B  894. 

Other 

GAY  ART  RUBBER  STAMPS.  Provocative 
and  amusing.  Send  for  free  catalogue  to:  Im- 
pressions Unlimited,  PO  Box  3246,  San  Fran- 

cisco,  CA94119. 

LETTERS  UNLIMITED.  Exclusive, 
Pen/Letter  Club  for  gay  people.  Write:  L.U., 
PO  Box  271,  Kelowna,  BC,  Can  V1Y  7N5. 
PEN  PAL  CLUB.  World  wide.  Sample 
$2.00.  Membership  $10.00.  Free  ad  to  join. 
Chasers.  Box  423.  Verdun.  Que. 


traditional  New  England  inn.  Unique  com- 
fort, hospitality.  Free  continental  breakfast. 
Near  restaurants,  discos  and  beach.  Water- 
ship  Inn,  PO  Box  918,  Provincetown,  MA 

02657,  (617)  487-0094. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Castro  area  —  room  in 
private  home,  all  amenities,  $25 /day, 
$140/wk.       227    Hoffman.    SF,    94114, 

(415)  826-8554. 

WORLD  OVER  —  Financially  independent 
companion  sought  for  working  holiday  to 
California,  Hawaii,  Australia,  Europe,  and 
others.  Leave  Jan  1981  for  one  year.  My  age, 
26.  POBox  1222,  Winnii 


TRAVEL 


CARPENTER  (GAY)  wishes  to  apprentice  in 
Toronto.  Available  Sept  1.  David  W.  Ed- 
wards, Box  2,  Site  18.  RR  No  2,  Campbellton, 

NB,  E3N  3E8. 

WANTED:  PROOFREADER  for  small 
English  assignments,  must  know  grammar, 
syntax,  sentence  sense,  must  be  fast  and  ac- 
curate and  live  downtown.  Phone:  863-0947, 


KEY  WEST  —  It's  forever  summer  on  the 
AMERICAN  MANANA  ISLAND.  Call  toll- 
free  1-800-327-9191,  ext  499  (in  Florida, 
1-800-432-7999,  ext  499),  or  write  Key  West 
Business  Guild,  PO  Box  1208,  Key  West, 
Florida,  33040  for  our  new  directory  and  map. 
KEY  WEST  at  $10  per  day  (one  or  two  per- 
sons). Our  first  summer  —  your  big  saving! 
Let  yourself  go  in  our  friendly  garden  guest- 
house compound.  Call  collect  for 
brochure/reservations  (305)  294-8446,  914 
Eaton,  Key  West,  Florida  33040.  Contrary  to 
media  exaggeration,  refugees  immediately 
airlifted    away;        Key    West    remains    un- 

complicated  and  charming  as  ever! 

HOLIDAY  ECONOMICALLY  in  London. 
England,  self-catering  holiday  flatlets,  twin 
bedded,  separate  kitchen,  located  inner  I  on 
don.    From  $48  (Can)  per  person  per  week 
Write:    Michael    Browning,    14    (irosvenor 
Road,  Chiswick,  London  W44EQ. 
NIAGARA  FALLS.  Ontario  -     Overnight 
tourist  accommodation.  4465  Simcoc  Street  at 
St  Clair  Avenue.  I  21    11""     I  or  information 

and  reservations  phone  358-8209. 

PROVINCETOWN.    MASSACHUSETTS, 
gay  resort  —  Come  stay  in  the  charm  of  a 


LETTERS 


CANADIAN  PRISONER,  soon  to  be  re- 
leased, shy  at  first ,  would  like  to  have  a  contact 
in  Toronto.  34,  6',  brown  hair.  Capricorn, 
love    reading,    theatre,    good    restaurants. 

Drawer  B987. 

INMATE  WILLING  to  correspond  with 
anyone  who  would  be  interested  in  a  person 
and  start  a  relationship  when  I'm  released  in  9 
months.  Would  like  photo,  will  send  sou  one 
too.  Write:  Donald  Vincent  (Beau)  Goguen. 
No  3782.  Box  760.  Campbcllford.  Ontario. 
K01    1K0.   Winnipeg  area  if  possible 


1  Mi  PEOPLE'S  REPUBLICOFPOI  1R1  il 

obsessed  with  national  idcntits  numbers,  cc 
Social  Insurance  Number  (Canada.  Sweden). 
National  Insurance  Number  (England).  Sivul 
Security  Number  (USA).  National  Identity 
Number  (Italy)  Please  send  ans  inlo. 
samples,  forms  ins  olsmg  any  national  number 
sssicm  in  the  world  People's  Republic  ot 
1'octrs.  Bov  133,  Cobourg.  Ontario.  Canada 
K9A4K* 
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A  TIME  WHOSE  PLACE  HAS  COME  —  ECLECTICA  AT  ITS  WILDEST 
DECO,  NOUVEAU,  WING  CHAIRS  TO  KIMONOS; 
ONE  OF  A  KIND  GIFT  GOODIES. . . 
IN  TORONTO'S  LOWER  EAST  SIDE 


□ 


□3 


notttous 


Open  seven  days  a  week 

Monday  through  Saturday 
Noon  to  1  a.m. 

Sunday 

Brunch,  Noon  to  4  p.m. 

Dinner,  5  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 


562  Church  Street 

Toronto 

924-1972 

under  LLBO 


now  open  in  York  Square 
146  Yorkville  at  Avenue  Road 
Toronto 


42/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


AUGUST  1980 


TheBackBage 


by  Lorna  Weir 


Exorcising  ghosts  of  friendships  past 


My  past  is  returning  to  haunt  me.  It  is 
arriving  by  letter,  telephone,  and  in  the 
flesh  on  my  doorstep,  bag  in  hand.  I 
thought  I  had  successfully  severed  con- 
nections with  it,  but  it  keeps  insisting 
that  I  respond. 

Sartre  remarks  somewhere  that  we  are 
all  faced  with  the  choice  of  living  from 
within  or  beyond  our  childhoods.  Mine 
having  been  the  usual  disaster,  the  far- 
ther I  get  from  it  the  happier  I  feel. 
Coming  out  as  a  lesbian  reinforced  the 
necessity  of  breaking  with  my  child- 
hood: I  took  the  geographical  course 
and  moved  to  a  different  city,  thus  con- 
veniently cutting  off  connection  with 
my  straight  friends  and  previous  sexual 
identity.  I,  or  rather  the  shell  of  me, 
returned  periodically  to  perform  the 
social  role  of  daughter.  An  altogether 
common  way  of  coming  out:  flight  is 
often  a  splendid  solution  to  an  existen- 
tial predicament. 

Of  course,  the  predicament  was  just 
as  much  gay  as  existential  in  origin.  As  a 
tender  young  dyke,  I  didn't  have  the 
ability  to  bridge  the  gap  between  my 
former  circle  of  straight  friends  and  the 
gay  male  and  lesbian  networks  and  cul- 
ture that  I  was  busy  trying  to  learn,  a 
process  which  took  several  years.  Until  I 
felt  strong  in  being  a  lesbian  I  simply 
wasn't  in  a  position  to  face  struggling 
with  my  straight  friends'  sexual  politics 
(or  lack  thereof)  and  probable  homo- 
phobia. Initially,  too,  I  was  ashamed  of 
myself  for  being  a  "homosexual,"  al- 
though I  would  have  vociferously  de- 
nied feeling  such  shame  had  I  been 
questioned  on  the  subject.  The  time- 
honoured  tradition  among  lesbians  and 
gay  men  fleeing  the  home  town  is  a  sol- 
ution of  sorts  to  the  contradictions,  so- 
cial and  psychological,  of  being  a  fragile 
new  dyke  or  faggot  embedded  in  an  old 
heterosexual  milieu. 

Six  years  after  discovering  my  attrac- 
tion to  other  women,  my  suppressed 
past  returned  to  demand  my  attention. 
Women  and  men  came  tumbling  out  of 
the  archive  of  memory,  with  mixed  effect. 

Don  arrived  on  my  doorstep  one 
evening  from  rural  Quebec  bearing  his 
homemade  muffins  and  jam.  With  the 
passage  of  time,  Don  had  matured  into 
a  disco  bunny  —  quite  an  out  of  the  or- 
dinary visitor  for  our  lesbian-feminist 
collective  house.  Unacquainted  with 
feminism,  contemptuous  of  gay  libera- 
tion (according  to  Don's  reasoning,  un- 
necessary in  Quebec,  where  sexual  ori- 
entation is  included  in  the  human  rights 
code  —  choke!),  his  major  concern  in 
life  was  getting  fucked  at  the  baths 
every  night,  coming  home  to  wake  ev- 
eryone in  the  house  up  at  five  or  six  in 
the  morning.  The  women  in  the  house 
did  their  best  to  give  him  a  chance  and 
treated  him  with  polite  neutrality. 

After  two  days  it  became  clear  that  if 
I  didn't  ask  him  to  leave,  no  one  was 
going  to  like  me  anymore.  Don,  you 
see,  assumed  that  he  was  completely 
fascinating  to  us,  in  the  way  men  think 
it  their  right  to  be  the  focus  of  women's 
time  and  energy.  How  could  we  have 
had  anything  more  important  to  do 
than  to  wait  on  his  every  wish?  Conver- 
sations revolved  around  his  life  and  in- 
terests; the  women  of  the  house,  includ- 
ing myself,  and  their  concerns  could 


never  be  worthy  of  his  consideration. 
He  preyed  on  the  time  and  energy  of 
any  woman  who  happened  to  be  in  the 
same  room  as  himself.  We  were  all 
infuriated. 

The  ways  of  sexism  are  devious;  Don 
thought  that  a  man  who  bakes  muffins 
surely  could  not  be  sexist.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  use  highly  sexist  patterns  of 
conversational  style  against  us.  Pamela 
Fishman's  article  "Power  and  Power- 
lessness  in  Conversation"  in  the  most 
recent  issue  of  Fireweed  (Number  5  &  6, 
Winter  1979  -  Spring  1980)  discusses  the 
sexism  of  everyday  conversations  be- 
tween men  and  women.  Her  study  con- 
tains some  fascinating  numerical  data: 
of  the  47  topics  suggested  by  women  in 
her  tape-recorded  transcripts,  17  actual- 
ly became  conversations,  versus  28  of 
the  29  men's  topics.  Women  are  gener- 
ous in  lending  an  ear  to  subjects  which 
are  of  importance  to  men;  when  talking 
with  women,  men  feel  no  compunction 
in  being  completely  self-centered. 
Fishman's  interpretation  of  her  statistics 
is  to  the  point:  "In  these  conversations, 
the  men  controlled  the  couple's  defini- 
tions of  what  is  real,  what  is  important 
or  unimportant,  and  what  topics  are 
worth  discussing." 

Small  wonder  our  collective  feminist 

rage  at  Don's  predatory  conversational 

habits,  despite  his  beautiful  blueberry 

muffins. 
The  last  straw  came  when  1  went  to 

my  room,  which  was  in  a  state  of  com- 
plete disarray,  to  find  Don's  porno  col- 
lection by  the  side  of  my  bed.  Reaction: 
a  "typical"  feminist  one  of  shocked 
violation  —  an  immediate  reaction 
which  I'd  cheerfully  defend  on  the 
soundest  of  political  grounds.  Still,  how 
could  one  avoid  seeing  the  high  comedy 
of  the  man  who  refused  to  leave  his  ted- 
dy bears  behind,  thus  inconveniently 
doubling  the  weight  of  his  luggage  over 
a  long  journey.  Don's  visit  concluded 
with  an  invitation  to  pack  up  and  leave. 

The  next  act  was  Matthew,  my  first 
lover,  a  relationship  that  lasted  four 
years.  "Just  passing  through  Toronto, 
want  to  get  together  for  lunch?"  — 
seven  years  after  we  had  last  met. 
Despite  the  fact  that  Matthew  had  been 
picking  up  men  in  bars  for  years,  it 
never  occurred  to  him  to  mention  this  to 
me,  although  I  did  muster  up  the  cour- 
age years  ago  to  come  out  to  him. 

During  our  relationship  I  always  had 
the  intuition  that  there  was  something 
lacking:  exactly  what,  I  never  could 
quite  put  my  finger  on.  Last  fall  I  found 
out  what  it  was:  feelings.  Every  time  I 
would  put  myself  in  a  vulnerable  posi- 
tion by  revealing  my  emotions,  Matthew 
would  look  uncomfortable  and  change 
the  subject.  He  was  highly  secretive 
about  his  own  emotions,  unable  to 
grant  mine  a  measure  of  reality,  and 
completely  incapable  of  being  vulner- 
able. In  short,  I  had  spent  years  trying 
to  teach  an  unwilling  man  emotional 
responsibility,  trying  to  be  intimate  with 
someone  incapable  of  intimacy,  a  skill 
which  at  bottom  Matthew  found  con- 
temptible. Yes,  I  did  feel  a  bit  lonely 
and  crazy  at  times. 

A  few  days  after  Matthew's  depar- 
ture, Ilenc  of  the  two  young  sons,  hap- 


py marriage  and  liberal  unease  with  les- 
bianism phoned  to  say  that  she  loved 
me.  Twenty  years  after  our  first 
meeting,  this  message  came  as  a  con- 
siderable surprise.  She  explained  that 
she  was  trying  to  share  her  feelings  with 
people  more  openly.  By  the  end  of  the 
conversation  I  had  decided  that,  despite 
her  ambivalence  and  liberal  blocks, 
there  was  something  in  this  friendship 
for  me. 

Then  Helen,  her  life  bounded  by  her 
children  and  her  husband's  work.  Fan- 
ciful Helen  of  the  many-coloured  inks 
and  fat  handwriting,  cogent  as  ever. 
Both  of  us  with  a  passion  for  carpentry. 
There  will  always  be  an  element  of  diffi- 
culty for  me  in  dealing  with  Ilene  and 
Helen  because  they  have  no  real  idea  of 
the  depth  of  heterosexism.  Their  femin- 
ism, too,  they  unconsciously  keep  with- 
in severe  limits,  for  fear  of  jeopardizing 
their  marriages.  Deny  it  as  they  might,  I 
represent  a  threat  to  the  choices  they 
made  unreflectively  years  ago. 

And,  lastly,  Gerard,  former  film  edit- 
or, now  apprentice  carpenter,  a  militant 
and  interested  in  sexual  politics  prior  to 
me:  straight,  but  not  narrow.  Of  the 
men  I  formerly  considered  friends,  he 
alone  is  capable  of  intimate  discourse. 
Curious,  that  this  bonding  between  past 
and  present  should  occur  through  a 
straight  rather  than  a  gay  man. 

This  is  much  more  than  a  story  of  a 
treasure  hunt  in  which  much  sand  and 
several  pearls  were  redeemed  from  the 
wastes  of  time.  Don,  Matthew,  Ilene, 
Helen  and  Gerard  are  more  than  a  num- 
ber of  individuals:  they  collectively 
represent  my  straight  past,  which  I  fled 
years  ago.  To  talk  with  these  people 
again  is  in  a  sense  to  go  back  to  that  un- 
finished past  and  those  abruptly  termin- 
ated friendships  and  finally  come  to 
terms  with  them.  When  I  left  I  felt  that 
my  lesbianism  was  my  problem,  when  I 
came  back  it  was  theirs. 

Being  at  ease  and  proud  of  my  les- 
bianism was  achieved  through  years  of 
struggle  in  the  lesbian,  gay,  and  feminist 
movements.  Leaving  town  was  a  mark 
of  self-rejection,  and  returning  an  act  of 
self-acceptance:  an  insistence  of  my 
worth  before  my  family  and  friends, 
knowing  that  my  lesbianism  does  not 
constitute  valid  grounds  for  their  alien- 
ating me.  If  anything,  I  now  feel  a  bit 
arrogant  for  having  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  avoid  the  grotesque  cliche  of 
married  life,  which  I  now  behold  with 
the  deepest  revulsion.  Lesbianism  is  a 
difficult  choice,  offering  a  woman 
neither  the  exciting  inanities  of  the  gay 
male  ghetto  nor  the  hazardous  security 
of  the  heterosexual  couple. 

„     The  return  to  my 
1\      straight  past  didn't 
mean  (hat  I  wanted 
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bosom  in  utter  rapture.  Some  of  these 
people  (all  of  the  women  and  one  of  the 
men)  I  will  keep  in  touch  with;  two  I 
have  cheerfully  rejected.  Through  this 
filtering  process  I  have  gained  a  much 
better  understanding  of  my  own  person- 
al development,  for  one's  reflection  is 
found  in  one's  friends,  past  and  pre- 
sent. 

As  lesbians  and  gay  men  we  have  an 
uneasy  relationship  with  our  personal 
histories.  Our  general  level  of  acknow- 
ledgement consists  of  a  few  compulsory 
sneers  and  frozen  silence.  You'd  think 
that  gay  people  were  born  the  day  they 
came  out.  Other  than  the  place  a  person 
was  born,  the  details  of  our  past  ex- 
periences are  hidden  from  each  other, 
cloaked  in  mystery.  We  are  especially 
uncomfortable  with  any  mention  of  our 
heterosexual  pasts.  Our  individual  pasts 
are  repressed  and  are  a  source  of  uncon- 
scious conflict:  our  concealment  of  the 
past  from  others  and  ourselves  has  the 
hallmarks  of  domination  of  the  uncon- 
scious: anxiety,  rigidity,  compulsory 
silence,  inability  to  accept  or  discuss  dif- 
ferences and  disagreements. 

1  am  happy  that  my  past  friends  have 
re-established  contact  with  me,  and  I  see 
this  rediscovery  of  my  past  as  part  of  a 
larger  struggle  to  develop  close  personal 
and  political  links  outside  the  gay  and 
lesbian  movements.  Having  spent  sever- 
al years  learning  lesbian  social  and  polit- 
ical culture,  I  have  no  intention  of  mak- 
ing an  about-face  and  rejecting  my  com- 
munity. On  the  contrary,  it  is  only 
because  I  feel  established  in  this  com- 
munity that  I  have  the  confidence  to 
develop  ties  outside  it. 

To  refuse  to  talk  about  one's  oppres- 
sion is  to  perpetuate  it:  political  work 
and  personal  friendships  formed  outside 
our  communities  must  not  be  predicated 
on  the  denial  of  our  lesbianism  or 
gayness. 

Over  the  last  decade,  our  struggle  has 
been  to  create  gay  and  lesbian  social  and 
political  institutions,  and  to  forge  a  pos- 
itive social  identity  for  ourselves.  To  do 
this,  we  have  been  forced  to  isolate  our- 
selves to  a  certain  extent,  both  socially 
and  politically. 

It  is  true  that  the  lesbian  movement, 
operating  within  the  women's  move- 
ment, does  not  suffer  the  same  degree 
of  isolation  as  the  gay  movement.  But 
we  should  not  overestimate  the  extent  of 
that  integration.  Certain  sectors  of  the 
feminist  movement,  especially  those 
concerned  with  trade  unions,  have  no 
idea  what  a  dyke  looks  like.  Many  les- 
bians in  the  women's  movement  do  not 
politicize  their  lesbianism  in  any  way, 
even  where  tactically  possible.  In  those 
feminist  groups  that  do  raise  lesbianism 
as  a  political  issue.  I  have  seen 
remarkably  few  friendships  formed  out- 
side the  organizations  between  hetero- 
sexual and  lesbian  feminists. 

Making  peace  with  our  pcfSOMl 
histories  consolidates  our  lesbian  identi- 
ty in  a  process  that  mends  the  mind  atul 
establishes  links  with  Mil  pir  I  nlighten- 
ment  past.  Sorting  out  frietuiships  aban- 
doned in  the  midst  Of  coming  out  ac- 
complishes an  emotional  synthesis  that 

has  many  implications  toi  our  ability  to 
tor  in  frieodthipa  and  work  politically 

with  progressive  heterosexuals. O 
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